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My dear Friends,
I have always carefully refrained from the usual rectorial letter 

in the Magazine but this time I do want just to say something to 
all of you who have honoured me with your friendship.

No man could have been welcomed more warmly or treated with 
greater kindness and generosity during the five and a half years 
that I have been with you, You have done so much to make both 
myself and my wife feel that we were not “off-comers.” I will say 
nothing of your kindness to Andrew, since he at least is a Grasmere 
boy, even if born in Cumberland.

For all this, and for much more that I am unable to expiess, for 
all the happiness that we have been given here in Grasmere during 
these five tragic years of war, I can never be sufficiently thankful. 
I could never have brought myself to leave Grasmere unless 1 had 
come increasingly to feel that the offer from the Bishop of Sheffield, 
to go to Millhouses, was a real duty.

So I am leaving you ; and I feel sure that no rector lias left you 
with greater genuine sorrow than 1 do. But I should he useless to 
you as rector if I refused to obey what I believe to lie the call of 
God.

The end of a ministry in a parish is always sad, not only because 
of the separation that it entails but also because the words must 
come:-—“ give an account of thy stewardship.” To look back is to 
See lost opportunities, people whom 1 have failed — that “ I have 
left undone those things which I ought to have done and have done 
those things which I ought not to have done.” For all my failures 
I desire to apologise and only ask that sometimes in the future you 
will say a prayer for me that I may hereafter better do my duty in 
that state of life unto which 1 truly believe that God is calling me.

But the end of my time in Grasmere is not wholly sad ; for, by 
t ie grace of God, I believe that something has been accomplished 
.. id I ask you to bear in mind anything that you have learned and 
carry it out to the uttermost. Let the new lector when he comes 
find a parish eager and anxious to advance together towards a 
clearer vision of God.

Yours sincerely,
Denys King.

For further parochial news see third page of cover.



THE INTERREGNUM.
The Rector will leave Grasmere after Sunday, 18th February. 

That will be his last Sunday. He will be instituted in the parish 
of Holy Trinity, Millhouses, on Saturday, ioth March. Up to 
that date he is responsible for the services in Grasmere and he is 
very grateful for the generous way in which both Mr. Malleson and 
Mr. Ashton Smith have offered to help. From that date the 
sequestrators are responsible : they are as a rule the Rural Dean 
and the Churchwardens.

The real test of the work of a rector lies in what happens during 
the interval before his successor comes. I am confident that Gras­
mere will prove faithful and loyally support those who so kindly 
have offered to conduct the public services.

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT.
Lent is very early this year and begins on Wednesday, 14th 

February. Owing to the interregnum there can be no special 
services in Lent, but on Ash Wednesday there wiJT'be'Celebrations 
of the Holy Communion at 7 and 8 a.m.

The fact that there are no special services need not mean that 
we do not keep Lent. Let us try instead to make our own prayers 
of more avail just because we have not the help of the public 
services.

During an interregnum the life of the parish must be maintained 
bv the prayers of the faithful and therefore the duty falls all the 
more on us this Lent to be persevering in our prayers ami in our 
acts of Communion. So let us make a simple rule for Lent of 
prayer and Communions and keep that.

BAPTISMS.
Nov. 26. Joan Margaret Palmer. Dec. 24. Ann Johnson.

CHURCH COLLECTIONS.
Nov. 26. H 4 3 Dec. 25. £15 11 11*
Dec. 3- /4 2 5 „ 31. £ 6 14 10

»» 10. Z"3 17 6 Jan. 7. £ 4 9 4
»» 17- Z3 12 6 14. £ 4 14 5

24.. C8 6 10 ,, 21. £ 2 11 8
# Divided between Sunday School and Church Expenses. 

RAINFALL.
Rainfall in December, 1330 inches. Rain fell on 23 days. 
Rainfall for year, 97-78 inches. Rain fell on 243 days.

G. M. Simpson.



SAM READ, 
BFOADGATE HOUSE.

Bookseller, Stationer, Newsagent, 
Library. Bibles, Prayer A Hymn Books.

Guide Books. Maps.

W. RACK
Plumbing, Decorating, 

Electric Lighting
3, LAKE TERRACE Tel. I 12

J. J. FOSTER,
FAMILY GROCER.

FLAX HOME INDUSTRY
GRASMKRE

Embroideries, Gifts and 
Souvenirs of Handicrafts

A. E. CAE RADUS,
SANITARY PLUMBER, PAINTER 
GLAZIER AND PAPERHANGRR

LONG SYKE. Tel. 67.

FRED DALSTON 
FRUITERER & CONFECTIONER

Telephone 34

H. CLARK & SONS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

BROADGATE Tel. 8.

M. J. DODGSON 
“K” Shoe Agency 

Telephone 59

JAMES WILSON
GENERAL IRONMONGER 

Cycle Dealer Tel. 81.

JAMES KIRKBY
WHITE BRIDGE

Blacksmith, Horse-Shoer

FREDERIC MIDDLETON 
Printer and Stationer

AMBLESIDE. Tel. 54

A. WILSON
WATCHMAKER, JEWELLER,

SILVERSMITH

TOM WILSON & SONS 
JOINERS, BUILDERS,

CABINET MAKERS

Fine Stock of Antique Silver 
Enamelled Silver Goods

Estimates for General Repairs 
Rustic Work

Church Bridge Telephone 5.


