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1955.
The conventional greeting, “A Happy New Year,” may seem 

to have rather a hollow sound this year when statesmen, scientists 
and philosophers keep on reminding us that ‘‘man’s silly clever
ness” (Bertrand Russell’s phrase, in a Christmas broadcast) ha? 
now brought us within measurable distance of destroying, not only 
ourselves, but all life on this planet. So perhaps, instead of any 
“conventional” greeting, a thought from St. Paul may seem more 
fitting, as we enter on 1955 : "We walk by faith, not by sight" 
(2 Cor. 5.7).

The remark is really just an “aside” which he makes in the 
course of a discussion about other matters, in a letter to frienc!- 
who were facing an unknown future, and who seemed in need o* 
encouragement. It is a phrase which conjures up a vivid picture. 
It suggests a walk along a dark country road by night. It is a 
road we know something about, because we have travelled i: 
before : We know it has bends and corners and ups and downs— 
stretches that are smooth and easy, and others that are stony and 
rough—but it is too dark to see the road or the kind of surface im
mediately ahead. Do you ever remember taking such a walk? I: 
so, you know how glad you would have been to have had a torch 
with you. It would not have lit up the whole route, but it would 
have been a light to your feet, and so would have made all th; 
difference to the problem of getting forward, step by step. Thi- 
is what St. Paul means by “faith.” It is like a torch in your hand 
on a dark night, when nobody can see what lies ahead. Have you 
got such a torch? It is the encouragement we most need. Let u? 
wish each other such a Light to guide us along the road of 1955.

MOTHERS’ UNION
The January meeting will be held as planned on Wednesday- 

January 19th, at 2-30 p.m., in the Rectory Room. It is hoped tha: 
Mrs. Blagden will be the speaker.

CHURCH COLLECTIONS—DECEMBER
5—£ 4 13 4 Church Expenses.

12—£ 4 6 1 11 ft

19—£ 6 15 3 r t r t

25—£22 6 0 Day and Sunday Schools.
26—£13 15 4 Church Expenses



GRASMERE CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION
A social evening will be held on Thursday, 20th January, 

8 p.m. to 11 p.m., when we are to be fortunate enough to have a 
Lantern Lecture by Mr. William Cowen, of Keswick, on “British 
Birds.” Everyone who heard Mr. Cowen in 1949 will wish to be 
present. Doors close at 8 p.m., re-open 8-45. Santa Marina band 
will play for dancing, admission 2s.

The last social evening will be held on 10th February.

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND KING’S MESSENGERS
Sunday School is closed until 9th January when we re-open 

with an Epiphany Crib Service in Church at 2-30 p.m. to which we 
invite all parents and children. Both Sunday Schools resume 
normal lessons on the following Sunday. King’s Messengers re
open on 11th January.

Patricia Murdoch, having now gained 8 points on her Star 
cards, has qualified for a book prize from S.P.G. House.

The Parties will be held on Tuesday, 4th January, for those 
of 8 years and over—6-30 to 9 p.m.—and the Kindergarten one on 
15th January from 3 to 5 p.m.

RAINFALL
In the last 63 years the heaviest falls of rain have been 

136.75" in 1928 and 124.45" in 1903 : the largest number of wet 
days in a year was 277 in 1924. The average fall is 93.5" and the 
average number of wet days 230.

This year’s fall has been 123.59 making 1854 the third 
wettest year on record ; the number of wet days was 264. The 
fall in December was 13.55" on 26 days.

A comparison with other recording stations shows that in 
1950, for example, when Grasmere recorded 102.47" on 242 days, 
220 stations in Great Britain recorded more wet days and 80 
stations a heavier rainfall.



Carlisle Diocesan News
JANUARY, 1955.

My Dear People,

Some time ago the Archbishops of Canterbury and York were 
requested by lay members of the Church Assembly to draw up a 
list of simple rules to help people in their religious devotions and 
duties. After full discussion in both Convocations and in the

Church Assembly, the Archbishops recently issued “ A Short Guide to the 
Duties of Church Membership ” and I wish to commend it strongly to the 
notice of Clergy and laity. It is published in two forms—one a small limp 
card which can be pasted on the inside cover of a Prayer Book or Bible, and the 
other a stiff card suitable for hanging in a Church porch.

The contents of this “ Guide ” would form excellent subjects for next 
Lent and I strongly advise my brethren of the Clergy to bring this matter 
before their people during that season or at some other time in the near 
future. Several of the Clergy have already decided on this course for Lent and 
I could wish that this will be done in every parish in the diocese. There is 
growing up with increasing definiteness, a line of clear demarcation between 
those who are endeavouring to live the Christian Life and those who are not inter
ested in so doing. Nominal Christians are no good in the world struggle of 
to-day as far as the Kingdom of God is concerned. Religious people to-day 
are taking their religion more seriously, and are increasingly recognizing 
that the Christian way of life is a disciplined way. The religion of the New 
Testament and of the Christian Church is the religion of the “ Good Soldier 
of Jesus Christ ’’ who disciplines himself for the service of His Kingdom.

All who recognise this will find the " Guide ” referred to above well worthy 
of careful consideration. Many a parish would be transformed if its Church 
members made this Guide their earnest endeavour by the Grac'e of God.

Below you will see a letter from Canon Scantlebury, resigning the office of 
Diocesan Missioner. He is, I believe, right in his contention that seven years 
:s long enough for a man to continue in such an office.

I wish to record my thanks to him for what he has been enabled to do 
through his zeal for Evangelism and for his readiness at all times to come to 
the help of Clergy when asked. While he will still be available in the diocese 
to a limited extent, our good wishes and prayers will be with him in the wider 
field which has opened to him.

May God bless you all in the year ahead.

Yours very sincerely,

“ A Short Guide to the Duties of Church Membership,” published by 
f .P.C.K. Small cards 5/- per 100. Large cards 4d. each.



Anand die Diocese
_ Scotby Church will celebrate the 
Centenary of its Consecration in 
October, 1955. The P.C.C. has opened 
t Thanksoffering Fund for the privilege 
aa hundred years of Christian Wor- 
c.ip. The Fund has two objects, 
orst to build a small Mission Church in 
the foreign field and thus make the 
lame privilege available to some who 
io not at present enjoy it, and secondly 
to make some improvement to their 
irn Parish Chruch.

A new and attractive brochure of the 
Diocesan Youth Centre has just been 
prepared. It may be obtained from 
the Revd. J. C. Johnson, St. John’s-in- 
me-Vale Vicarage, Keswick—but please 
mclude a stamped addressed envelope.

After an incumbency of only two 
rears Flimby is again without a Vicar, 
but a loyal body of lay-people is 
working hard to maintain Church 
influence in the parish.

A new lighting system—Calor gas— 
a being installed in Middleton Church.

The parish finances of Whitehaven 
Sl Nicholas have been augmented by 
support from various business firms 
to whom an appeal was addressed.

The Vicar of Barrow, Sl Paul and 
Sl Aidan has acquired a tape recording 
machine. Recordings of Church ser
vices are made, and these are then 
beard by sick parishioners in their own 
comes.

The Vicar of Millom Holy Trinity 
suggests in his magazine that for 
Church people the Communion at 
weddings might well be restored to its 
ciace as laid down in the Prayer Book. 

. .After a considerable period without 
a curate the Rector of Egremont 
ooks forward to the arrival of a deacon 
at Trinity.

The pulpit in Longdale Church has 
cow been restored to its original place, 
and the congregation now has a better 
Tiew of the Chancel.

In referring to the new Quota 
assessment scheme the Rector of 
Caldbeck says that a parish of the 
same size in Wales would be required 
m pay eight times as much.

The Altar-book in Haverthwaite 
Church has been in use since 1849.

The Carlisle Diocesan Retreat for 
Women

will be held at the
RETREAT HOUSE, SHEPHERD'S DENE, 

RIDING MILL, NORTHUMBERLAND 

from
TUESDAY, MAY I7TH TO FRIDAY, MAY 

2OTH, I955

Conductor : The Rev. Canon E. O, 
Sheild, Manchester Diocesan 
Missioner.

Secretary : Miss Marjorie Somervell, 
High Borrans Cottage, Winder- 
mere.

Fee : £2 2s. od. plus 5s. booking fee.

Some Interesting Statistics
In one Year the sum of £2,499,000,000 

was spent on the following :
The Church Overseas
Cosmetics ...........
Entertainments 
Alcoholic Drinks ....
Gambling...................
Tobacco ...................

Book Reviews

£2,000,000
£120,000,000
£174,000,000
£724,000,000
£725,000,000
£754,000,000

“ The Pilgrimage of Pain,” by 
Olive M. Reid. Mowbray 2s. 6d.

The " smallness ” of this book is a 
virtue in two ways. It can be readily 
held in one hand by an invalid, and 
it does not daunt the reader’s mind by 
its size. It might well have been 
called " practical," because it has been 
written by a helpless invalid. It is 
permeated by a feeling of hope and 
victory, and should be readily under
stood and appreciated by any sufferer 
who has belief in Christ.

“ The Church’s Part in Education,’.’ 
byR. Lumb. Mowbray 5s.

This is the revised edition of an 
earlier book, now provided with a new 
title. It sheds light on the opportun
ities and tasks of the Church in the 
various fields of Christian education. 
The author makes a plea for de
centralisation, and suggests that much 
more may be accomplished through 
the rural deaneries. This is eminently 
a practical book. N.c.



SAM READ,
BROADGATE HOUSE.

Bookseller, Stationer, Newsagent, 
Library. Bibles, Prayer & Hymn Books. 

Guide Books. Maps.

FLAX HOME INDUSTRY 
GRASMERE

Embroideries, Gifts and
Souvenirs of Handicrafts

J. J. FOSTER,
FAMILY GROCER.

J. STELFOX
FRUITERER & CONFECTIONER

Telephone 34.

A. Huddlestone & Sons, Ltd.
(A. E. CARRADUS) 

Plumbers, Painters, Glaziers, etc.
AMBLESIDE. Tel. 38.

M. J. DODGSON 
“K” SHOE AGENCY 

Telephone 59.

H. CLARK & SONS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

BROADGATE. Tel. 8.

“BALDRY’S”
(J. T. & I. NELSON)

Drapers, Stationers, Tobacconists, 
Newsagents, Fancy Goods.
Agent for Dinky Toys Tel 101

JAMES WILSON
GENERAL IRONMONGER

Cycle Dealer. Tel. 81.

H. FECITT
Specialists in the working of 
memorials in the green stone 

of the Lake District.
ARTHUR M1TCHINSON 

PAINTER, DECORATOR & GLAZIER 
Estimates Free

Red Lion Square, Grasmere

Lettercutting and renovating 
of memorials done in any part 

of the district.
LAKE ROAD, AMBLESIDE.

A. WILSON TOM WILSON & SONS

WATCHMAKER, JEWELLER,
SILVERSMITH

JOINERS, BUILDERS,
CABINET MAKERS

Fine Stock of Antique Silver 
Enamelled Silver Goods

Estimates for General Repairs 
Rustic Work.

CHURCH BRIDGE Telephone 5,


