


MAGAZINE INFORMATION

Home Visiting and Communions

For requests for visits to residents in short or long term need please telephone 

015394 35326

Please contact the appropriate Church and member of the clergy or minister in

case of need and at times of sickness for Home Communion. Any of the 

churches would be happy to pray for any individual, please simply let any of 

us know the name of the person to be prayed for and that they are agreeable to

being prayed for in public.

Advertising in the Magazine
Yearly rates for 1" single column or 2" single column in the small ads, also 

rates for whole page b/w or colour in individual issues.  Contact the Editors 

via the website contact page.

Magazine Deadline is the 21st of each month.
Please email your copy to the Editors at: parishmag@willow-bank.net or send 

it to Willow Bank, Town End, Grasmere LA22 9QY. 

Grasmere Parish Magazine online
Recent editions of the magazine are now available online at:

http://parishmag.willow-bank.net/

Editorial Policy
Please note that the name of the author of each item appears in the magazine.  

The views expressed are those of the author alone and any issues covered 

reflect that person’s views.  Having said this, the magazine is produced by St 

Oswald’s PCC on behalf of the community and therefore the Editors and PCC

reserve the right to operate discretion in what is acceptable to be included 

each month. 

Front cover image: Camellias at Town End © KAPA 
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SEEKING AND FINDING

“Jesus  loves  me  this  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells  me  so.”   This  was  the

beginning  of  religion  for  me  at  Sunday  School.  Easter  Sunday  at  my

Grandmother’s meant a new homemade dress and a horrible perm for church.

As I grew up it changed to seeking a meaning of life in Buddhism, Chanting,

Krishna Murti (or Krishna Murphy as my husband insists on calling him) and

other eastern paths of knowledge without finding the “Answer”.

Along with this seeking I also loved to dance.  From primary school onwards

it was my delight but dance also underwent a scrutiny. 

I wanted to find a meaning in dance which ballet and modern dance didn’t

provide.  This all came together when a friend took me to a Eurythmy class.

At last, I found a type of movement which not only used the physical body in

movement but also the soul and spirit of a person.  In Eurythmy one works

with  the  space  between people.   As  one  speaks,  meaning moves  between

people through words. In Eurythmy, there is a gesture for  each vowel and

consonant as well as colour and soul gesture. When moving on the stage as a

performer whether doing a poem or fairy story the sounds become visible and

move in the space.  This also happens when moving to music.  There is a

movement for each tone, major/minor, interval etc. so that the piece of music

that one hears becomes visible.  This can be done by one person in a solo

piece,  a  quartet  by  4  people  or  with  many  in  a  symphonic  piece.   The

choreography expresses what happens between the instruments.  The ideal is

for the performer to disappear and the music or poem to become visible.  I

have only really seen this achieved once and that is when I chose my teacher!

Eurythmy was developed by Rudolf Steiner who with his Spiritual Science

brought new awareness into education, agriculture, medicine, religion, science

and many more spheres of life.

While studying Eurythmy for 4 years in London I also began attending the

Christian Community services which deepened and renewed my relationship

with the Christ Being.  I was asked to be a server at the altar which I found

both daunting and an honour.

When I came to Grasmere attending St. Oswald’s became a time for thinking

of something other than myself and my life.  I found the sermons by Cameron

Butland a learning experience as we travelled from the events of the day to a

deeper meaning enlightening the experience of the readings or Gospel.  When
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I was asked to serve I became even more aware of how it wasn’t me, Melissa,

serving the wine, but I was the “servant” through which the “Blood of Christ”

was given. Like Eurythmy, I become a physical vessel for the spirit.

Many friends have been made through attending St. Oswald’s.  Friends who

are there when one needs them as I am for them and I am very grateful to be a

part of this community.

Melissa Harwood

To a Sky Lark 

Up with me! up with me into the 

clouds!

       For thy song Lark is strong,

Up with me, up with me into the 

clouds!

        Singing, singing,

With all the heav'ns about thee 

ringing

       Lift me, guard me, till I find

That spot which seems so to thy 

mind!

I have walked through wildernesses 

dreary,

       And today my heart is weary;

       Had I now the soul of a Faery, 

             Up to thee would I fly

There is madness about thee, and joy 

divine

            In that song of thine;

Up with me, up with me, high and 

high, 

To thy banqueting-place in the sky!

              Joyous as Morning,

        Thou art laughing and scorning;

 Thou hast a nest,  for thy love and 

thy rest:

And, though little troubled with 

sloth,

Drunken Lark! thou wouldst be loth

To be such a Traveller as I

            Happy, happy Liver!

With a soul as strong as a mountain 

River,

Pouring out praise to the Almighty 

Giver,

Joy and jollity be with us both!

 Hearing thee, or else some other,

            As merry a Brother,

I on the  earth will go plodding on,

By myself, cheerfully, till the day is 

done.

William Wordsworth
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WI NEWS

At our May meeting Margaret Hodgins from head office came to explain the

pros and cons of the two final resolutions to be taken to the AGM in Brighton

in early June. The first resolution was to avoid food waste and address food

poverty and the second to have appropriate care in hospitals for people with

dementia. After a robust discussion, voting took place and this was followed

by tea and cakes.

The next meeting takes place in the Tithe Barn at 2pm on Thursday 9th June

when Livi Murray MBE will tell us all about her day at Buckingham Palace.

Visitors and non-members are always welcome, £3 including tea and raffle.

Don’t forget the important event on Saturday 11th June, Come and celebrate

the Queen’s 90th birthday in the evening with a live band and a fish and chip

supper all for £10. Tickets are available from Barney’s Newsbox now.

Mary Bass

Grasmere Book Group

The May book group gathered to discuss James Rebanks’ The Shepherd’s Life 

(2015). Rebanks’ book has been seen everywhere over the last year. 

Translated into German and Italian and selling well from Australia to 

America, it is less widely known that it holds the prestigious title of the 

bestselling book in Sam Read’s Bookshop (2015). It is a good bet for this 

year’s title too. 

The Shepherd’s Life reflects on the Lake District as a farmed landscape, 

relating at once a personal life and attempting to represent those without a 

voice in the region’s literature. The book found favour with the group. It may 

have helped that some of those present had seen Mr. Rebanks in the flesh and 

could tell tales of the colour of his eyes. Others had been beguiled over the 

radio or via the stage-adaptation. Such endorsements might be tempered by 

our own psychic relationship to the A591. Any tale emanating from the 

Keswick area still carries the air of exoticism we’ve become accustomed to 

over the past few months.

Subtitled a tale of the Lake District, many were surprised by the forthright 

tone of the book but were won over by the humour and honesty of Rebanks’ 

‘tale’. Conversation touched on the depiction of fathers and sons, the 

shepherding world, women in lakeland farming, the farming year, Wordsworth
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and The Shepherd’s Life as a book about books. Fully immersed in the subject 

matter, some members even posed with the book alongside the Dale Lodge 

hotel’s own private sculptures of sheep. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday June 9th at 8pm in the Dale Lodge Residents’

Lounge, where we will be discussing All The Light We Cannot See by 

Anthony Doerr (2014), winner of the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for fiction. As ever, 

copies are available from Sam Read’s Bookshop in Grasmere. For those 

thinking ahead for our July group, our book will be a gothic novel set in the 

north-west, Andrew Michael Hurley’s The Loney (2014).  Polly and Will. 

Knit and Nat

The June meetings will take place in the Reading Rooms on the second Friday

and fourth Tuesday in the month: the 10th and the 28th.   The dates are 

posted on the board outside Barney’s News Box as a  reminder for  anyone 

who is interested in joining us.  We meet from 2pm to 4pm, do come for all 

or part of the time either to knit or to chat over a cup of tea or coffee and a 

biscuit.  

At one of our May sessions we were given a partly completed summer 

jumper along with wool and needles, hopefully one of the group will take it 

home to complete. Perhaps this may become something else the group can 

take on: the finishing off of projects.

By the time the Parish magazine is published our contributions for the Neo 

Natal units at Barrow and Liverpool will have been sent off; I will report back 

on any feedback we receive from the different organizations.  I would like to 

take this opportunity to say thank you to people who have given us wool or 

knitted items and dropped them in to us.  

The group would also like to thank the committee for allowing us to meet at 

the Reading Rooms.

We now have gathered our selection of patterns for the ‘shoebox knitting’; 

we will have these available at our meetings for anyone to take, along with 

some knitting books that have been donated.  The organisers welcome: hats, 

scarves and gloves as well as knitted toys, glove puppets, purses, pencil cases

etc.  We look forward to welcoming anyone who would like to join us.

Christine Batey  
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GRASMERE READING ROOMS.

Yearly report for the year 2015/2016

We would like to think the Reading Rooms is now the main place in the 

village for members and guests to socialise.  Just to remind the members 

and the parish that this is their club.  We have had a lot of visitors 

commenting on how lucky for the members of a village to have their own 

premises in which to socialise, where a lot of other Communities are losing 

theirs.  So if any member has any useful ideas on how to improve or expand 

the social activities we would also welcome any members interested to join

the committee.

We are now entering the 15th year since reopening the Reading Rooms back to

the Parish.  Members will understand the cost of insurance to cover the 

Reading Rooms premises and also the public liability cover.  Therefore it is 

essential we have a strong membership revenue to meet these costs, and 

appreciate all continuing and new members.  Apart from staff wages and the 

normal utility bills to be paid, all other work by trustees/committee is done 

voluntarily, pleased to announce we made small profit this year, which will be

used to improve the club facilities.  The yearly accounts are on display in the 

club should members wish to see them.

The Reading Rooms have now got two teams playing in the Milnthorpe 

snooker league on Thursday nights, one team playing in the first division, and 

the B team in the second division, any member wishing to play please come 

down and have a chat about it.  Well done to Peter Foster who won the 

League Champions of Champions Trophy.

Thursday and Saturday nights bar is now done by the trustees/committee, 

voluntarily to help keep the wage bill down.  Any member wishing to help out

would be appreciated.  Bingo on Friday nights is getting very popular with 

good turn outs, along with the quiz nights every second Sunday.  Extra 

music nights monthly, if anybody would like sponsor one of these contact 

Lee Rollitt or Alan Hetherington for more details.

Membership subs to remain the same price, £ 10 per year.  Membership for 

2016/2017 is due on or before 14th June.  Any new members please call in 

and ask for a membership form during bar hours (Thur - Sun 8-11 )

Thanks for your continued support, from the Committee.

 Paul Hebson ( Secretary)
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School News 

Around school

It is easy to learn about life cycles and the attributes of living things if you’re 

in Grasmere.  We are very lucky with all that is available to us:

We have been up to the Bensons’ farm learning about the lambs.

Class 4 are spending two days with a lone sycamore tree on Helm Crag. 

We have been enjoying the fact that the swifts are back.  We look out for them

every year and always celebrate their return. 

Our lovely horse chestnut tree has finally had to be taken down, but we have 

several saplings ready to re-plant, which we have been growing from its 

conkers.

Gardening club are having great success with carrots, sunflowers, beans and 

tomatoes.   

The wild flowers around the edge of the new sports field are doing well.

There’s an oystercatcher about! 

Wider community

Many thanks go to those from the wider community who came and helped us 

to raise money during the Fred Whitton weekend. 

Looking forward

Our Year 6 led summer production is based on the legend of King Arthur.  It is

a somewhat melodramatic version, as we have a dramatic bunch of comedians

in the current Year 6.  Years 4 and 5 will soon be beginning work on 

Shakespeare’s Henry V, which they will be performing at The Theatre by the 

Lake in November.  It seems like a very good time to study stories which 

investigate power structures, and what it means to be English or British! 

Jo Goode

Kay would like to thank the Class One pupils and staff for the  impromptu

joint production of our Bus collage. This was hurriedly presented to one of the

last  drivers of the Shuttle Buses to thank them for the cheerful kind way they

keep us all in touch with Keswick and beyond the GAP!  Eds.
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June at the Wordsworth Trust

We are hoping for more beautiful sunny weather this month as our Events 

programme for June has plenty of opportunities to get out and about and 

enjoy the landscape.  There are three walks to take part in: a family 

friendly walk around Town End in the Wild Walk on Wednesday on 

Wednesday 1st, a Wordsworth themed circuit of the village in 

Wordsworth’s Grasmere on Monday 6th at 10.30am and a walk up Helm 

Crag on Saturday 11th at 10.00am led by Rob and Harriet Fraser.  Many of

you will know Rob and Harriet from their Landkeepers exhibition and this 

walk is part of their latest project The Long View, which focusses on 

notable lone trees in the Lake District over the course of a year.  Visit their 

website www.thelongview.today for more information about the project 

and the walk. 

The first week of June is half term so our Education team will be very busy

with a number of events for families including a day of activities at 

Brockhole on Wednesday 1st and a Rucksack of Rhymes session for 

under 5s on Thursday 2nd at 11.00am.  They will also be exploring the 

garden in Dorothy’s Garden on Thursday 2nd at 2.00pm – bring along 

budding gardeners to make wild flower seed bombs and enthusiastic artists

to sketch and colour the summer plants and flowers.  

Adult artists and gardeners are also provided for with Meet the Gardener 

with Sally Hall on Wednesday 1st at 11am and Learn from the Masters 

on Saturday 4th.  This workshop is an opportunity to study watercolours in

the collection up close and improve your own artistic techniques by 

making a copy of your favourite with an experienced and engaging tutor. 

In the next Romantic Encounters talk, discover how inclement weather can

have a direct impact on the writing of great literature in British 

Romanticism and The Year Without A Summer.  On Saturday 11 June at

4.00pm Dr David Higgins (Leeds University) will tell the captivating story

of the origins of Frankenstein on a very wet summer’s day 200 years ago.  

We are very much looking forward to hosting a reading from the winners 

of The Poetry Business Book and Pamphlet Competition 2016 on Saturday

18 June.  It is a very prestigious competition which has launched the 
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careers of a number of well-known contemporary poets, be among the first

to hear from the latest promising voices.

Finally, a new display curated by Simon Fraser University (British 

Columbia) titled Wordsworth Country: The English Lake District and 

the Pacific Northwest is now installed in the exhibition room.  Do pop in 

for a look, the connections between the two landscapes are fascinating. 

As always, please call us on 015394 35544 or visit our website for more 

details and booking information.  We hope to see you soon.

Alice Carthy, Events Manager, Wordsworth Trust.

Culture Camp at Dove Cottage and the Wordsworth Museum

Monday 25th to Friday 29th July, 9.30am – 4.30pm

Does your child fancy a week of hands on, exciting activities exploring art 

and history?  This Summer we’re running five days of activities for 7 – 13 

year olds inspired by Dove Cottage and the Wordsworth Museums 

collections.  Explore a wide range of arts, crafts and outdoor activities in 

and around Dove Cottage.  As well as visiting Tullie House in Carlisle and 

Blackwell Arts and Crafts House in Bowness.  Get inspired this Summer 

Holiday with the Wordsworth Trust. 

For more info or to book a place please contact Zoe or Catherine on 

education@wordsworth.org.uk or phone 015394 35544 between 9.30-

5.30pm.  Places must be booked by 10th June.

Zoe McLain Education Development Manager

Grasmere History Group

I am delighted to say that Ian Jones has accepted our invitation to talk to us on

Monday 13th June on "A Magic Lantern Tour of the Lake District" - from 

Victorian glass plate negatives.

The pictures are amazing in their detail and show Grasmere in the 1860s like 

most of us have never seen it before.  This is a talk not to be missed. 

This event is at the Jerwood Centre starting 7.30pm. 

Jeff Cowton  Curator & Head of Learning   Wordsworth Trust
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Grasmere Village Society

The re-opening of the A591

It has been great to see the road open again. What a difference it makes to

journey times! On 16 May I had a meeting in Carlisle at 9.15 am and kept

reflecting how early I would have had to get up if the road hadn’t opened on

11th.   I  managed a journey on the shuttle bus to Keswick before it  closed.

Looking over to the eastern side from the western road certainly revealed the

extent of the devastation caused by Desmond.

The committee has asked our busy secretary, Mary, to write to Stagecoach

thanking the drivers for their help and courtesy to passengers on the shuttle.

Some even gave running commentaries, especially at the passing place where

the bus paused for a while.

The Business partnership went ahead with a great celebration on Friday 20th

May. This involved Keswick as well and the mayor of Keswick as well as the

chairman of  Lakes Parish attended in their  ceremonial  chains.  The  King’s

Head  in  Thirlmere  was  chosen  as  the  mid-point  between  Grasmere  and

Keswick.  Several  people  remarked  on  the  way  in  which  Keswick  and

Grasmere had worked together to celebrate the re-opening of the vital link

between  their  communities.  The  experiment  of  “twinning”  businesses  was

very successful and has led to suggestions of further collaboration between the

two communities.

Tim Farron,  our MP was also present,  and representatives of other village

organisations; Grasmere Village Society was represented by the chairman and

Paul Truelove. 

A Festive Village

Now that Grasmere is truly open we seem to be in for a number of festive

occasions.  First  is  the  Queen's  90th Birthday  Celebration  on  11th  and

12th June. Nick  McCraith  is  our  representative  on  this  committee  and

preparations, including decorations paid for by GVS, are well in hand. 

Then on  24th and 25th June  the Kendal  Mountain Festival is  coming to

Grasmere. The organisers want to help with our recovery so they are putting

on  a  FREE outdoor  film  show in  Broadgate  Park.  This  will  start  in  the

afternoon with films for the children and continue on into the evening. Tom
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Rumsey who is organising this hopes that village businesses will benefit. He

has already seen several businesses e.g. having stalls and received a positive

response.  If  anyone  wishes  to find out  more they can do so  online  at  the

Festival’s  website  www.kendalmountainoutdoorcinema.com.  There  is  a

Facebook page linked to this with further links to events pages. There will

also  be  posters  and  flyers  around  the  village  for  those  who  prefer  their

information in the printed form.

And,  of  course,  there  is  our  own traditional  festival  of  Rush Bearing on

9th July.  This year there will be a GVS Bearing, Liz Harrison is overseeing

the conversion of Christine Prickett’s prize winning design into reality. Alan

Hetherington will be making the frame. Many will  remember how, for  the

Millennium, he revived the large harp, carried in 1913 by Billy Peascod, who

was killed in the First World War.  

National Health Service Problems

The  Partnership  Trust  which  deals  with  mental  health  in  Cumbria  was

criticized by the Care Quality Commission in its recent report on the Trust. In

particular, its services for children, young people and families and also the in-

patient  wards were declared to be inadequate.   As a result  the Partnership

Trust has decided to close Kentmere, the mental healthcare ward for adults at

Westmorland General Hospital. The 12 bed ward deals with patients from the

whole of the South Lakes area. The nearest provision other than this is  at

Barrow which will make it more difficult for friends and families from our

area to visit.  There are no plans to reopen the ward in the future.

Trevor Eastes will be putting a petition in the pharmacy for you to sign if you

wish to protest.

Consultation over  wider  proposals affecting the National  Health  Service

will  soon be taking place. It  is very important that you take part in these.

There  are  good  ideas,  like  having  specialist  hospitals  with  first  class

consultants and facilities to deal with serious cases. Less serious cases should

be dealt with closer to home and there should be more emphasis on prevention

of disease. But all this costs money and there isn’t enough to do everything.

Unfortunately  national  governments  and  NHS  England  do  not  always

appreciate our particular problems such as transport. They tend to be better at

urban issues. The threats to rural pharmacies and GP practices remain. 
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We need to give the decision makers the benefit of our knowledge of our area.

We can only do that if we take advantage of the consultations. I have been

trying to get them to have more consultations nearer to rural areas rather than

always  using  Kendal  or  Ulverston.  Whatever  happens  do  fill  in  the

questionnaires and make our voice heard.

GVS Newsletter  

This will be coming out in June or July. David Dodgson, the editor, is anxious

to get more articles from members. Please do remember to send something to

him either by email or through the letter box at 1 Tanner Croft. The newsletter

deals  with  News  and  Views  and  he  really  does  need  more  of  these,  and

photos, from our members as well as the committee.

Highways 

As usual our busy secretary,  Mary Bass, has been firing off letters on our

behalf  and,  in  a  reply  from the  Highways  agency,  was  informed  that  the

Grasmere sign at the entry to the village will  be dealt  with by the Traffic

Team..  The yellow lines on Redbank Road which we had hoped could be

extended to prevent obtrusive parking will remain unchanged as they reflect

the  extents  described  in  the  Traffic  Regulation Order.  The  puddles  at  the

entrances to the car park in Stock Lane will be dealt with in the autumn. The

Area  Steward is  scheduled to  repair  various  potholes  within  the  next  two

weeks. 

Other committee members have been busy on jobs like maintaining seats, the

fountain and bus shelters. I’d like to express here the committee’s thanks to

Mark Broomhead and his team for painting the bus shelters for free.

The Lowther proposals for White Moss

The final decision by the planning inspector on the proposed café, shop etc. at

White Moss will take place at the appeal hearing on 8th and 9th August at

Murley Moss. The public can attend.

The next meeting of the GVS committee is on 14th June. 

Please send any comments or suggestions for action to the secretary or myself.

Vivienne Rees 
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Free Highways Hotline

Cumbria Highways has at last provided a free telephone number for 

reporting potholes etc. 

Ring 0300 303 2992 and as soon as the talking machine starts speaking press 

6. This will take you to SLDC highways and a human voice.  As long as the site 

of the pothole is accurate, deep potholes (4in/10cm) are mended quickly.  

Others are filled in as and when Highways are in the area providing they are 

more than 1.5in/4cm.  I was pleasantly surprised when I reported the two 

potholes outside the school and they were filled within two days.  If the 

potholes are out of the SLDC area but in Cumbria you will have to listen to 

the talking machine to find out which number to press to report them.

Mary Bass
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G R A S M E R E  P L AY E R S  P R E S E N T  

THE RISE AND FALL OF LITTLE VOICE

by JIM CARTWRIGHT

Grasmere Hall 8pm 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from June 8th - 7th July 2016  
(Except Thurs 30th June when we will perform on Friday 1st July instead)

Tickets from Barney’s Newsbox Tel 35627 during shop hours.

For further information contact Anne Miller   015394 36743.



CALENDAR

June 2016

3-5 Holker Hall Holker Gardens Festival

5 Sun 11.00 St. Oswald's Trinity 2
Mattins

8-9 20.00 Village Hall Grasmere Players

9 Thu 14.00 Tithe Barn WI

9 Thu 20.00 Dale Lodge Book Group

10 Fri 12.30 St. Oswalds Wedding

10 Fri 14.00 Reading Rooms Knit & Nat

11 Sat 13.00 Broadgate Meadow Picnic in the Park

11 Sat 19.30 Village Hall Queen's 90 birthday Supper Dance

12 Sun 11.00 St. Oswalds Trinity 3
Holy Communion

12 16.00 St. Oswalds Celebration of Queen's 90th birthday

13 Mon 19.30 Jerwood Centre History Group - Magic Lantern Tour of 
the Lake District

14 Tue GVS Committee

15-16 20.00 Village Hall Grasmere Players

19 Sun 11.00 St. Oswalds Trinity 4
Holy Communion

22-23 20.00 Village Hall Grasmere Players

26 Sun 11.00 St. Oswalds Trinity 5
Holy Communion

28 Tue 14.00 Reading Rooms Knit & Nat

29 Wed 20.00 Village Hall Grasmere Players

July 2016

1 Fri 20.00 Village Hall Grasmere Players

3 Sun 11.00 St. Oswalds Trinity 6
Mattins

7-8 St. Oswalds Preparing the Rushbearings

9 Sat St. Oswalds Rushbearing Parade and Service
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Grasmere Rushbearing July 2016

7 Thu 14.00 Commence binding Rushbearings

8 Fri Continue to bind the rushbearings

9 Sat Complete the rushbearings in the morning

15.00 Assemble at School for Parade

15.30 Parade commences

16.15 Rushbearing Service in the Church

17.00 (approx.) Tea and Gingerbread in the churchyard.
Kendal band play in the Church
Children's entertainment.

ROTAS FOR ST.OSWALD'S CHURCH

Sidesmen / women Coffee

June 5th John Rickman 

Trevor Eastes

Ann Jackman

June 12th Sonia Rickman 

Bob Allen

Kay Adkins

Tea after the 4.00 service: 

Helen Bunfield, Pat Taylor 

& June Maddison

June 19th Ann Fawthrop

Pat Taylor

Rosalind de Wesselow

June 26th June Maddison

John Rickman

Tonia Wainwright

July 3rd Rosalind de Wesselow

Kay Adkins

Ann Fawthrop

July 10th John Rickman 

Trevor Eastes

Shirley Hill

Please can we have some help on 21st June for cleaning the Church
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April Weather 2016 

The beginning of the month was unsettled, and dominated by low pressure 

with frequent showers and some longer spells of rain.  The first day of the 

month was the wettest day with a total of 38.0mm (1.50 in.) being 

recorded.

These cyclonic conditions continued into the second week, with low 

pressure in the Atlantic drawing in an easterly airstream.

The second half of the month was reasonably bright, although there were 

hail showers brought on a cold northerly wind. But there was a short, 

pleasant sunny spell between the 19th. and 22nd.  

Sleet and snow fell unusually widely for late April, and between the 26th. 

and 29th. there were some accumulations at low level.  These soon went 

even though there was patchy frost by night.

Temperatures were colder than average, rainfall 112% of average and 

sunshine slightly above average, with 108% overall.

The same El Nino weather system over the Pacific, that brought us the 

warmest and wettest on record this winter, may also, it is said, deliver one 

of our hottest summers on record this year. 

But if you are tempted to ignore weather forecasts and take your chances, 

cast your eyes for a moment to India. The announcement last month that 

this years June to September monsoon season, critical for agriculture and 

the economy, is going to see way above average rainfall after two years of 

drought.  This was taken very seriously indeed, and it sent the country's 

stock exchange soaring by 123 points.

Back here in Blighty, it was in the 4th. century that all the Christian 

churches agreed that Easter Day should be the Sunday following the first 

full moon after the 21st. March. Good Fridays have been around for 

roughly 2000 years and Easter Mondays from the days of Gladstone in 

1872.  So this moveable feast can occur from the 22nd. of March to April 

25th.  We can expect anything that the elements throw at us in this period 

from snowstorms to heatwaves, floods and gales.  Indeed, teeth chattering 

and goose pimples are often associated with Easter weekend, and in fact 

since 1970, white Easters have been more frequent than white Christmases.
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This last Easter left a lot to be desired weatherwise, but past weather 

records suggest that the climate is significantly better in mid April 

compared to late March.

Wettest April day 1st. 38.0mm. (1.50in.)

April rain days 20 Last year 15

Total for month 158.8mm (6.25in.) Last year 3.50in.

Rain days to date (end April) 81 Last year 79

Rainfall for year to date (end April) 1003.1mm. 39.50 in.

Last year 42.51 in.
Peter Bailey

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations

Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June

The celebrations begin at 1pm on Saturday with a Picnic in the 
Park at Broadgate Meadow.  Bring your own picnic and enjoy free 
strawberries and cream sponsored by the Wordsworth Hotel and 
Spa.  There will also be Children’s Sports organised by the Buffs 
who will also man a Pay Bar.  Live entertainment will be provided by
the Kendal Concert Band and the Grasmere Glee Club.

At 7.30 there will be a Dance and Live Entertainment in the 
Village Hall organised by the Grasmere W.I.  Tickets at £10 include
a Fish & Chip Supper are available at Barney’s Newsbox.  Bring 
your own drink!

On Sunday 12th at 4pm at St. Oswald’s Church, Cameron Butland
will lead a service of thanksgiving for the Queen’s Life.  With The 
Lord Lieutenant of Cumbria.  Tea and Cake for all after the service.
Melissa Harwood
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Can you claim Carer's Allowance?

If you are caring for someone with a long-term illness or disability 
and you have had to reduce or give up work, financial support may 
be available for you both. What is available will depend on your 
circumstances.

The person who is ill may be eligible for Personal Independence 
Payments (PIP) to help with their daily living and mobility costs. 
Their eligibility will be assessed on how their condition affects them,
and what support they need. 

To apply for PIP, you can call the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) and then complete the form you are sent.   

If the person you care for receives the component of PIP which 
covers living costs (as opposed to mobility costs), then you may be 
able to claim Carer’s Allowance.  You need to earn £110 a week or 
less from your job after tax, and care for the person for 35 hours a 
week, to be eligible. You can make an application on the gov.uk 
website. 

For more help, contact your local Citizens Advice or go online at 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk.

Free, confidential advice and help is available from South 
Lakes Citizens Advice Bureau on debt, consumer, benefits, 
housing, employment and many other problems.  We have 
outlets across South Lakeland and can also give advice over 
the phone – telephone 015394 46464 for help
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19.Celebrating the re-opening of the A591


