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Some Time in the Wilderness
Those of you who plan ahead will have noticed that Easter is going to be quite

late this year. A late Easter causes all sorts of problems: the time is short to do

the final revision for school exams or popular leisure activities which open at

Easter have to decide whether to open early and, as we all know, the holiday

season gets distorted.  In the Church calendar some weeks between the end of

Christmas and the beginning of Lent are left over. So what do we do with

these  few  weeks  in  February?  They  are  an  empty  space,  a  bit  like  a

wilderness.

The Bible uses time in the wilderness as a time when people learn about God.

Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. They left behind the slavery in Egypt

and  they  spent  40  years  in  the  wilderness.  They  received  the  10

commandments which showed the way God wanted them to behave. Jesus

spent 40 days and nights in the wilderness working out the role God wanted

him  to  follow  as  the  Messiah.  He  left  behind  the  life  of  a  carpenter  in

Nazareth and went about telling people about God and healing the sick. 

Perhaps we could use the weeks in February before we get to Lent planning

how we could use the 6 weeks (40 days) of Lent to get to know God a bit

better. Moses was given the ten commandments in the wilderness. We could

spend a little time in Lent thinking about them; we might even learn them

again if we have forgotten them, and we could certainly try living by them.

When  Jesus  wrestled  in  the  wilderness  with  the  devil  he  found  the  real

meaning  of  his  vocation.   In  our  wilderness,  in  a  quiet  time  alone  with

ourselves, and alone with God we can listen to God, take him seriously and

find out whether he has got any plans for us.  If we begin to think that God has

something he wants us to do and it’s going to be hard, don’t forget the great

promise of God which in various forms can be found 365 times in the Bible,

God’s promise for every day of the year, for always. “Be strong, fear not, do

not be dismayed, be courageous, for the Lord your God is with you wherever

you go.” These are the same as the last words of Jesus to his disciples at the

Ascension, “I am with you always, even to the end of the ages.” 

So let’s think about something we could take on and do rather than just giving

up something trivial like chocolate. We have got these weeks in February to

decide what it could be. 

Russell Perry (non stipendiary curate at Grasmere for a while)
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Who fancied what a pretty sight

Who fancied what a pretty sight 

This Rock would be if edged around 

With living Snowdrops? circlet bright! 

How glorious to this Orchard ground! 

Who loved the little Rock, and set 

Upon its Head this Coronet?

Was it the humour of a Child? 

Or rather of some love-sick Maid, 

Whose brows, the day that she was styled 

The Shepherd Queen were thus arrayed? 

Of Man mature, or Matron sage? 

Or old Man toying with his age?

I asked—'twas whispered, The device

To each or all might well belong.

It is the Spirit of Paradise

That prompts such work, a Spirit strong,

That gives to all the self-same bent

Where life is wise and innocent.

William Wordsworth

Composed  March 1804 

Published   April 1807
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WI NEWS
Our first meeting of the year was a feast for the eyes.  Shirley Shotton invited

members to her home to see her wonderful collection of American quilts and

needlecraft:  exquisite labours of love which she has created over more than

20 years.   She  explained the  origins  of  patchwork  quilting,  developed by

pioneer women who recycled used clothing as they travelled from the Eastern

seaports  of  the  United  States  to  settle  in  the  “Wild  West”.   Shirley

demonstrated the tools she uses and described the skills she has acquired at

courses and workshops.  The large audience was left in awe at the variety and

scale  of  the  quilts,  and  Shirley’s  eye  for  colour  as  well  as  her  skilful

needlework.  Several members expressed an interest in learning more about

this craft, and hope that Shirley might offer to lead a workshop.  Watch this

space!

The next meeting is on Thursday 9th February at 2pm.  A member of the Great

Northern Air Ambulance, our nominated charity, will talk about the origins of

the “Pride of Cumbria” and its essential role in our rural area.  We will also

learn about what happens to the clothes and items collected at our “Gather

Day” and how the money we raise is spent.

Please clear out your cupboards and support our Gather Day on Tuesday 21st

February.  Items will be collected at the back of St Oswald’s Church from 9.30

until 2pm.  Light refreshments will be available, with cakes, home produce

and a tombola.  GNAA bags are available in the Co-op and at the back of

church.   Filled  bags  may be  left  at  the  back  of  church from 12.30pm on

Sunday 19th February.

Myra McCraith

Knit and Nat
In February we will meet on Friday 10th and Tuesday 28th in the Reading 

Room, each meeting starting at 2pm and finishing by 4pm.  Everyone is 

welcome to join us for the afternoon or any part of it, to knit, crochet, chat or

bring any other crafty project you are working on.

As predicted, we have a new project for the New Year; we have been asked if 

we could create some sensory, twiddle muffs for dementia sufferers.

Carrie has already knitted and embellished three muffs and they are most 
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impressive; some time was taken up with trying them out at our last meeting.

The principle of the items is to provide dementia sufferers  with something to

do with their hands when they become agitated; hopefully calming them 

down. As well as helping a very worthwhile cause this project will also help us

to use up some of the stash of wool that has been donated to us for charity 

knitting. If anyone is interested in knitting one of the muffs we would be 

pleased to give them a pattern or I could forward the pattern, my email 

address is:   christineanddennisbatey@gmail.com. 

We need to attach items to the muffs for the patients to twiddle; we would 

be grateful to receive any items of haberdashery (buttons, zips, Velcro, 

ribbons etc.) for sewing onto the completed muffs. Please could you search 

for items that you would be happy to donate to this latest project.

Christine Batey 

Our back cover features Knit and Nat items for recent shoe box appeals.  Eds.

AIR AMBULANCE

Clothing, Bed Linen, Blankets, Towels, Curtains, Shoes, Belts and

Handbags

Will be collected by the WI in St Oswald’s Church 

TUESDAY 21st February 9-30am to 2-30pm

Please use designated GNAA bags available at the Church, from

Grasmere Co-op or from Ann Fawthrop.     

Also welcome, but in a separate bag Mobile Phones, Empty Printer Ink

Cartridges, DVDs, CDs and Books

Light refreshments and Stall available, all proceeds helping to

Keep Pride of Cumbria Airborne
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News from the Diocese of Carlisle

Archdeacon Penny's farewell service 

The Ven Penny Driver, Archdeacon of Westmorland 

and Furness, is to retire effective from 28 February, 

2017.

To mark Penny’s retirement a special farewell 

Candlemas service will be held at Holy Trinity 

Kendal on Thursday 2 February, 2017, at 7pm.

All are welcome. In order to cater for refreshments 

the team at Holy Trinity would like to know the numbers of those attending, 

please email: office@kendalparishchurch.co.uk

New General Manager at Rydal Hall 

A new general manager has been appointed at Rydal Hall, the Diocese of 

Carlisle’s Christian conference and retreat centre.

James Richards is currently the warden at Parcevall Hall, the Diocese of 

Leeds’ retreat centre in Yorkshire. He will take up his new post in March.

James says: “I’m delighted to have been offered this opportunity and I very 

much look forward to working with all the staff at Rydal Hall and the Diocese

of Carlisle as together we continue the work to make this the premier 

Christian venue.  My wife and I are delighted to be moving to the Lake 

District and firmly believe this is God’s calling for both of us. We look 

forward to building on the work that has gone before and offering a warm 

welcome to all our guests, old and new.”

Diocese of Carlisle.
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Grasmere Church Update

We are pleased to report that the Diocese has responded favourably to our 

request to keep the Rectory and Tithe Barn.  This will allow a new incumbent 

to live in the centre of the village and enables community groups to continue 

to use the Tithe Barn as a place to meet.

We are also moving on with finding a new vicar.  At the time of writing 

interviews are planned for the 27th January.  If we cannot appoint at this stage,

there may be a second round later on.

We are continuing our 'bring-and-share' Parish Meals with the next being on 

Sunday 12th February at 12.15 in the Tithe Barn with a 'Valentines' theme.  

Everyone welcome!

A date for your diary - May 27th Village Garden Party in the Rectory garden.  

See you there!

David Jackman Chair, PCC

Brathay Lent Course

Do you wish you could…  

• discover your gifts; 

• live a more joyful and fruitful Christian life;                        

• serve God more fully;

• become the person God has designed you to be?

Take part in exploring "Your SHAPE for God’s Service”!

The Rev. B. Lock and Mrs. H. Hoyle invite you to six meetings in a small 

informal group, looking at God’s unique gifts to you, what motivates, excites 

you; what you love to do, your talents, knowledge and skills, your character, 

personal qualities and strengths your life experiences and what you’ve gained 

from them.  Do join us! 

Wednesdays in  March and April in Lent, 7 - 9pm at 

Brathay Church Hall.

Contact Mrs. H. Hoyle on 36921 or Rev. B. Lock on 33205

or email: helenlouisehoyle@hotmail.co.uk;  reverend.beverley@gmail.com 

by Tues 14th Feb please. 

Beverley Lock

7.



February Events at the Wordsworth Trust

February is always one of our busiest months for events and courses, this year

is  no exception.   A poetry reading by our  current  poet-in-residence  Holly

Corfield Carr provides a nice start to the month on Thursday 2nd.  Holly and

several of the Dove Cottage Poets will be reading their own work and then

sharing lunch together in Dove Cottage Tea Rooms from 12.00pm.  There are

also places available for a poetry writing workshop with her at 1.30pm in the

Reading Room, get in touch with us or Mary Chuck if you would like to take

part.

Dove Cottage Tuesdays return on Tuesday 7th with two talks from curator Jeff

Cowton on the unique and fascinating stories that each room in Dove Cottage

holds.  Titled "Reliving Wordsworth: Upstairs, Downstairs", the morning

will focus on downstairs and the afternoon will move upstairs.  The following

week (Tuesday 14th) we have local author Iain Davidson talking about his

personal  relationship  with  Wordsworth,  as  a  Cumbrian  and  as  an  English

scholar, in  Me and Wordsworth at 11.00am.  The final talks of this series

will take place on Tuesday 28th with Catherine Kay discussing the intricacies

of  poetry  in  Wordsworth as  Wordsmith at  11.00am and Andrew Wilson

exploring Wordsworth and the Bishop of Llandaff, a controversial political

figure of the time who lived at Calgarth Park, Troutbeck.  All sessions take

place in Dove Cottage and include tea & toast; tickets are limited and selling

fast so make sure to contact us if you would like to join us.   

We are very much looking forward to an afternoon with two exceptional print

collectors at For the Love of Prints on Saturday 18th, following on from the

very successful day on watercolours last year.  Donald Coverdale and David

Alexander both have incredible print collections – they have lent many for

exhibitions in the past - and immense knowledge of their subject.  You don’t

need any pre-existing knowledge to enjoy this event but if you enjoy looking

at great art with great people, do come along.

The following Saturday 25th is the annual Jonathan Wordsworth Memorial

Lecture,  the final event of the Wordsworth Winter  School.  This year it  is

being given by Dr Richard Gravil on Unknown Wordsworthshire, exploring

lesser known Cumbrian places featured in Wordsworth’s poetry. 

Our current regular series will continue as normal through February -  Lucy

Crispin’s  Making the world go round: an exploration of passions, pains
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and poetry on  Saturday 12th  and literature classes  with  Pamela  Woof  on

The Prelude  1805 on  Wednesday  15th.   Even  if  you  have  not  been  to

previous sessions, each can stand alone so do feel free to join.

Finally, week beginning 20th February is half term so there will a range of

extra activities especially for children and families.  If you have children to

entertain during the week then do bring them along to complete the mystery

trail  around  the  museum  or  to  join  in  with  some  arts  and  crafts  on

Thursday 23rd.  All are free of charge. 

Alice Carthy  Events Manager  Wordsworth Trust

Grasmere Book Group 2017 
Our final book of 2016 was Frances Hardinge’s The Lie Tree (2015). We 

chose this because we wanted to read a Children’s book and had read good 

things about Hardinge’s Costa Award-winning novel. The book proved a 

suitably gothic winter read, and won fans across the board. An historical tale 

of Victorian science, in which a bright teenage girl becomes entangled in a 

mystery… not to mention a mythic tree. There were some who felt we could 

have done without said tree, but maybe that just adds to the story! 

The group have since met again and outlined suggestions for the coming 

months. More than enough books were proposed and following some 

shuffling and cherry-picking the year’s schedule is listed below. The group 

meets at the Dale Lodge at 8pm on the second Thursday of each month.  New 

members are always welcome, so do pass this on to anyone who fancies a 

good chat over a book!  Looking forward to another good year of reading...

Polly and Will 

FEBRUARY 9th - Year of Wonders, Geraldine Brooks (2002)

MARCH 9th - The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, Carson McCullers (1940)

APRIL 13th - Notes from the Sofa, Raymond Briggs (2015)

MAY 11th - The Stone Angel, Margaret Laurence (1964)

JUNE 8th - The Gracekeepers, Kirsty Logan (2015)

JULY 13th - The Coroner's Lunch, Colin Cotterill (2004)

AUGUST 10th - The Friday Gospels, Jenn Ashworth (2013)

SEPTEMBER 14th - The Essex Serpent, Sarah Perry (2016)

OCTOBER 12th - [Graphic Novel - To Be Confirmed]

NOVEMBER 9th - Days Without End, Sebastian Barry (2016)

DECEMBER 14th - Winter Tales, George Mackay Brown (1995)
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School News
We have many exciting projects and events planned this term.  Here are just

a few…

Ashley Cooper – Images from a Warming Planet

If any of you didn’t manage to get to the wonderful exhibition at The Heaton

Cooper Studio during December, you have a second chance to see the images

now!  Ashley will be giving a fascinating slideshow at 7:30pm on 1st February,

in school.  Drinks and nibbles provided...  All welcome!.

Grasmere School's Young Entrepreneurs

This year we’re taking part in the Centre for Leadership Performance’s Bright

Stars project.

The project is designed to introduce primary school pupils to the excitement

of running their own mini-companies. The children are given £50 with one

simple instruction - to make it grow through investment and creativity over

the course of 8 weeks.  

As  part  of  the  project,  Forest  Side  is  providing  advice  and guidance,  and

helping  to  explain  business  basics  including  accounting,  manufacturing,

marketing, team work and,  of course, leadership and management.  We’re

very grateful to them. 

The first event involves food…  We’ve teamed up with the Michelin starred

chefs at Forest Side, and come up with a business plan:  With ingredients

kindly donated by catering suppliers Wellocks, the children and chefs have

planned a delicious Valentine’s Afternoon Tea.  

If you would like to join us, to relax in the dining room overlooking the Vale of

Grasmere,  drinking  in  the  atmosphere  and enjoying  delicious  sandwiches,

scones and cakes, do phone school, to see if there are tickets left.  Afternoon

tea will be served from 2pm until 3.30pm. Places are limited, so booking is

essential.  All money raised from this event will go (50:50) to South Lakeland

Mind and Grasmere School.

South Lakeland Mind are carrying out pioneering work on supporting mental

good health through engagement with the natural environment.   The school

are very keen to support the work of Mind. 
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The children’s second business project is a treasure hunt….  If you can puzzle

out  the hidden word,  you’ll  be entered in a prize draw.   There are some

amazing prizes, including an evening’s wine-tasting at Forest Side, a Heaton

Cooper print, and bath hamper from The Bath House, amongst many others.

The Treasure Hunt clue sheet is  available from school,  priced £2.  Fun for

everyone!  The closing date of the Treasure Hunt will be 11th March. 

Drumming..

Kevin Sharkey, an awesome drummer and thoroughly kind man, has been

teaching class 2 the basics of djembe drumming.  We are so lucky with our

volunteers.  This is the beginning of an African project in Class 2, linked to

work in geography,  RE,  literacy, dance,  art,  drama and maths.  The juniors

have  been  inspired  to  focus  on  rhythm,  drumming  and call-and-response

work in music this term. So the Mothers Day service is going to be ... let's use

the word 'vibrant'!  It would be lovely to see you all there.  The choir will be

singing several new songs.  Hilary’s given us some great ideas! 

Jo Goode

Marie Curie News

Andrina  and  Tony  Lawrence  should  be  congratulated  on  the  wonderful

amount of over £9000 which they raised last year almost single handed for

Marie Curie nurses.  It was made possible by their contacts with the Hayes

family, who hearing of Marie Curie decided to make it their  charity for 2016.

Andrina and Tony spent many weeks collecting at the Garden Centre and they

deserve our thanks.

Andrina had been a Marie Curie nurse and therefore knew about the work

they did in caring for patients in their last days, enabling them to stay at home

and to give respite to the family.  We had the benefit of their loving care when

John was dying.

We  raised  £800  in  the  village  in   2016  and  the  Buffs  raised  £1,100  the

previous year.  I'm hoping to have another fund raising event in 2017.  Thank

you all for your support.

Joan Lagoe
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Grasmere Village Society

Locally Important Projects
SLDC awards grants for projects which are important to local communities.  

GVS is applying for the first project mentioned below and Grasmere Village 

Hall Trust for the second.  Both would greatly improve the health and social 

life of the village and its community.  Since our earlier reports on this topic a 

number of excellent suggestions have been made by members of the 

community about both the park and the Hall.  We’d welcome more.

1.  Broadgate Meadow Activity Area
There is a good play area for young children in the park but little equipment 

for older children and nothing for adults.  We want to provide equipment and 

challenges for all ages and encourage all to enjoy becoming more active and 

healthy.  As well as equipment it will be important to improve the 

infrastructure below and provide paths to connect the different areas. 

It is hoped that a meeting with SLDC officers will lead to a successful 

application for a project which will develop Broadgate meadow into an even 

greater asset for the community.  It will also help our visitors 

2.  Grasmere Village Hall
For many years Grasmere Hall has been a vital asset for the village – but- 

there has been a big problem: Heating!  Now the Trustees hope there is a 

solution. 

Research by Paul Mosey and Andrew Leech has highlighted the benefits of a 

bio-mass boiler, which would be more efficient, cheaper and eco-friendly than

the existing antiquated system.  The only problem is cost which is in the 

region of £60,000.  There is also a method of bringing the heat down from 

warming the ceiling to warming the feet of those sitting in the Hall.  This is 

de-stratification and would cost a few more thousand. 

There are other problems too and the trustees hope these can also be solved 

but the crucial first step is to ensure that the heating is appropriate for all times

of the year.  We want to ensure that the Hall can be used by all in winter as 

well as summer.

Third Defibrillator for the village
 A meeting of representatives of GVS and First Responders with Martin Fagan

of the Community Heart Beat Trust (CHBT) is planned for February to 

12.



finalise arrangements for the defibrillator which is to be installed at the 

Garden Centre.  Cumbria County Council is paying the bulk of the cost but 

GVS is giving £200 to secure a higher specification for the equipment. 

CHBT, which owns and manages the defibrillator in the redundant telephone 

box in Broadgate, will also manage the one at the Garden Centre. 

Emergency Plan 
The Grasmere Emergency Action Plan group, chaired by Nick McCraith, has 

been working hard on the draft form of this.  Already volunteers for the 

telephone tree to pass on news during emergencies have been secured for all 

12 areas of the village.  Butterlip How YHA has agreed to help if people need 

to be evacuated from their homes.

A community meeting with Debbie Binch about the Emergency Plan is to be 

arranged for the end of March, by which time it is hoped the second draft will 

have been completed.  The date and venue of the meeting will be announced 

in the March magazine

Any comments or offers to be involved in helping during emergencies should 

be passed on to Nick.

Litter Pick
Stuart Fawthrop is organising a litter pick on Saturday, 18th February.  Come 

along to the Hall at 10.00am.  Appropriate equipment will be provided.  You 

really are needed!

Website
Vicky Hughes and Nathan Rye have been working on the website for 

Grasmere www.visit-grasmere.co.uk

It is very nearly ready, but now needs to be filled with interesting content.  

GVS will have a section and businesses also will be able to benefit from the 

site.  If you want more details or want your business details included for £5, 

please contact Vicky Hughes by email: usey78@yahoo.co.uk  

Grasmere Welcoming Trophy 2016
This year this lovely silver cup is being awarded to Grasmere Pharmacy, 

which lit up Broadgate with its welcoming display.  There were several other 

shops which made a good attempt but the pharmacy really captured the 

Christmas spirit.
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A hope fulfilled
In the last magazine I lamented the loss of my flag of St.  George which went 

astray during the Tour of Britain.  Thanks to the good offices of several kindly

folk St George has been returned to me and to his partner, the Welsh dragon.  

Thanks indeed.

Next meeting of GVS committee: 7th February 2017.

Annual GVS Dinner: 9th March at the Daffodil Hotel

GVS AGM: 27th April in Grasmere Village Hall

Vivienne Rees (chairman)

Grasmere First Responders

Back in 2001 a meeting was arranged to see if there was a need and a 

willingness to form a First Responder Group. Due to the length of time it 

would take an ambulance to reach the village in the event of  someone 

suffering a cardiac arrest it was thought that the need was paramount. 

Thanks to many generous donations and lots of fundraising that equipment

was provided.  18 local people were trained in CPR and basic life saving.

So it was that in February 2002 that we went "live".

We have been extremely grateful to the Wordsworth Hotel for housing our 

equipment in their hotel entrance, and when we received a call up to 18 

people descended on the defibrillator box. We had a bib system so that 

when the first three people had taken equipment the rest could then return 

home knowing that the callout was covered.

Grasmere First Responder group has now been going for 15 years and has 

been called out to over 450 incidents. Most callouts have been for 

reassurance but oxygen has been given countless times and occasionally 

the defibrillator has been used.  Sadly the number of Responders has 

dropped to around seven but we still manage to get at least one person to 

every call.

To mark the 15th anniversary and to thank past and present members a 

Jacob's Join supper is planned in the Reading Room on the February 11th 

at 7.30
Nigel Prickett (chairman)
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NHS Emergency Eye Care at Ambleside Opticians

Ambleside Opticians are accredited to provide a brand new NHS funded eye

service called MECS (Minor Eye Conditions service).  This community service

scheme on behalf of Morecambe Bay Hospitals Trust is now available if you

are registered with a medical practice in this area.

Your optician can now manage many  eye problems avoiding a trip to the

hospital  eye  clinic  or  the  doctor,  saving  waiting  times  and  travel

inconvenience.  We have now new equipment and technology.  Same day

appointments as well as expert advice give you full peace of mind.  In rare

cases we may well decide to refer further if necessary. 

Call us to book MECS appointments. You can also be referred by your GP,

pharmacist, NHS111 or another non-accredited optician.  You do not have to

be an existing patient at our practice to qualify.  Call us for any eye-related

problem.

MECS conditions include:  flashes and floaters,  red or sticky eyes,  reduced

vision, foreign bodies, eye injuries, watery or dry eyes, lid lumps and bumps.

For appointments and enquiries call 015394 31331

Ambleside Opticians

 

Hawkshead Church Tower Fund

This winter Hawkshead Parish Church is organising a series of talks on 

'Tales from Travels Far and Near' to raise money for Tower repairs.

Venue: Hawkshead Lower Market Hall.  

Time: 7.30 pm.  Entry £5 per person

Sat 18 Feb: High altitude cycle-touring in Peru

Charlotte Gunner & Nick Baker

Thurs 2 Mar: Cuba: going it alone

Geoff Cooper
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Red Squirrels Update
After many years working as our part-time Squirrel Ranger, Robert Dixon 

retired from this role at the end of November 2016. We are most grateful to 

Robert for his dedication to the task and highly effective work keeping 

Grasmere free of greys throughout this period.

We are pleased to say that Jonny Perrem took over the Ranger role for 

Grasmere from 1st December.  Jonny lives in the village and will keep on the 

tradition of Grasmere being 100% self-sufficient in grey control effort. Please 

get in touch with Jonny  immediately you see a grey squirrel in Grasmere.

News of the reds
The total red population for Grasmere in August 2016  was estimated to be 45,

down from 55 the previous year. Through the summer there were hardly any 

reports of reds in the central village, but quite lot in the Autumn. 

Tackling the greys
After a disastrous 2015 when we were overrun with greys, especially in the 

Autumn, the total number entering our area in 2016 is less than 40.

Thank you
Many thanks to everyone who has contacted us with local sightings – 

especially greys - they are really helpful.

A big thank you to all the entrants of the Grasmere Gallop run by the National 

Trust which raised £4000 to support our squirrels. Also those Grasmere RSG 

supporters and NT staff who helped with the organisation.

We have received donations from individuals and collecting boxes. Many 

thanks to all concerned for their generous contributions.  Collection boxes are 

located in Beck Steps Gift Shop and the Post Office.

How you can help
To sustain the red squirrel conservation work and ensure the reds have a home

in Grasmere forever will require both effort and money. The Grasmere RSG 

would very much like to hear any ideas and thoughts you may have on how 

these requirements might be achieved now and for the long term.  We would 

welcome a volunteer to help with fundraising in Grasmere. Anyone with 

enthusiasm to take this on would be a tremendous benefit to us.
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IF YOU SEE A GREY ANYWHERE AROUND GRASMERE PLEASE 

TELL US IMMEDIATELY – Don’t leave it till tomorrow! The main contact 

is Jonny Perrem. If he isn’t available then call Trevor Cooper, Jane Cooper or 

myself.

This is a short version of the newsletter which is emailed several times a year 

– contact me if you want to receive them. 

Stewart Sutcliffe    

Dee Rogers writes:

I, like many residents and visitors, enjoy seeing the red squirrels in our 

village. Of course we would not have this lovely experience without all the 

hard work of the Grasmere Red Squirrel Group. I would like to express thanks

to them all for their hard work and particularly at this time to Robert Dixon 

after all his years of dedication to the group.

I am sure the group would also appreciate your financial support.

Dee Rogers

Grasmere Fellowship - February 2017

Two more speakers for you.

On February 2nd Patricia Howell “Exploring Rannerdale”. For those of you 

who do not know it, Rannerdale is a delightful valley, off Crummock Water, 

famed for its bluebell displays. No doubt we shall find a few extra attractions 

as well.

February 16th Paul Heslop, making a return visit,  by way of contrast talks 

about “A Titan of Industry”. The giant in question being Lord Armstrong, the 

creator of Cragside, who made his fortune in the shipping industry. 

Both events are at the usual time of 2.30 in the Tithe Barn.

We have changed the date of the AGM to March 23rd to enable Keith Coates 

to give his talk.

David Dodgson
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CALENDAR
February 2017
1 Wed 19:30 Grasmere School Ashley Cooper talk

2 Thu 12:00 Dove Cott Tea Poet in Residence: Holly Corfield Carr

2 Thu 14:30 Tithe Barn Fellowship

2 Thu 19:00 Kendal Church Penny Driver Farewell service

5 Sun 11:00 St Oswald's 4th before Lent - Holy Communion
6 Mon St Oswald's Her Majesty's Accession - Union Flag

7 Tue 11:00 Dove Cottage Reliving Wordsworth: Upstairs, Downstair

7 Tue GVS Committee

9 Thu 14:00 Tithe Barn WI

9 Thu 20:00 Dale Lodge Book Group

10 Fri 14:00 Reading Rooms Knit and Nat

11 Sat 19:30 Reading Rooms First Responders Supper

12 Sun 11:00 St Oswald's 3rd before Lent - Holy Communion
12 Sun 12:15 Tithe Barn Parish Meal

12 Sun 14:00 Foyle Room Making the World go Round

14 Tue 11:00 Dove Cottage Me and Wordsworth

15 Wed 14:15 Jerwood Centre The Prelude 1805

16 Thu 14:30 Tithe Barn Fellowship

18 Sat 10:00 Village Hall Litter Pick

18 Sat 14:00 Jerwood Centre For the Love of Prints

19 Sun 11:00 St Oswald's Methodist Covenant Service
21 Tue 9:30 St Oswald's WI Gather day - GNAA

21 Tue 14:00 WWT Family Room Tales for Tots

23 Thu 14:00 Foyle Room Family Fun: Ice Skating and Winter

25 Sat 11:00 Jerwood Centre Unknown Wordsworthshire

26 Sun 11:00 St Oswald's Next before Lent - Mattins
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28 Tue 11:00 Dove Cottage Wordsworth as Wordsmith

28 Tue 14:00 Dove Cottage Wordsworth and the Bishop of Llandaff

28 Tue 14:00 Reading Rooms Knit & Nat

March 2017
1 Wed St. Oswald's St. David's day - Union Flag

2 Thu 14:30 Tithe Barn Fellowship

5 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Lent 1 - Holy Communion

9 Thu Daffodil Hotel GVS Dinner

ROTAS FOR ST.OSWALD'S CHURCH

Sidesmen / women Coffee

Feb 5th June Maddison

Bob Allen

Ann Jackman

Feb 12th Rosalind de Wesselow

Kay Adkins

June Maddison

Feb 19th Trevor Eastes

June Maddison

Shirley Hill

Feb 26th Ann Fawthrop

Pat Taylor

Tonia Wainwright

Mar 5th June Maddison

Bob Allen

Ann Fawthrop

Church Cleaning will be on the third Tuesday of each month at 9.30am

Pat Taylor would like to thank all those who helped during her recent illness.  

The Editors are sorry that this item just missed the December magazine 

deadline.  She writes:

Dear Friends and members of the WI and St. Oswalds Church.

Brian & I are so grateful for your kindness and support during my recent 

illness.  Your rota system produced meals which were substantial, varied and 

tasty.  My Daughter in law Glenys was there, taking time off work to look 

after me.  She was and is my angel!  I continue to improve although I still 

have my off days. I hope to be back to normal soon.  

Love,  Pat Taylor

19.



November Weather 2016
November started sunny with a cold northerly wind, cloudless skies and 

welcome Autumn sunshine.  However, the wind veered north westerly on the 

2nd bringing heavy showers.  The first snow of Autumn appeared on the 

Rydal horseshoe on the 4th.  The wind then moved into the east on the 7th  

with sunny intervals, followed by a sharp frost during the night and an 

ominous brilliant red sky next morning.  The rain began next morning and 

later turned to snow on low ground.  Interestingly, the colours of the winter 

sky at sunset are indicative of the weather.  Pale yellow usually means wind or

rain, or both.  Pale green presages snow.  Between the 12th and 22nd it 

became more unsettled and cooler with the rain turning to snow on the tops 

and hail showers on low ground, with frost in places.  In fact, Kirkstone Pass 

was closed for the first time this winter on the 18th.  On the 21st a cold 

north-easterly brought strong winds and heavy rain in the afternoon, whilst the

temperature north of the border at Braemar dropped to -12.C.  From the 23rd 

onwards high pressure was in charge, with cold winds from Scandinavia 

bringing several cloudless days, but also hard frosts by night, the coldest 

being minus five degrees centigrade on the 26th and 29th.  The provisional 

UK mean temperature was 4.9°C and according to the Cumbria Weather 

Report, many towns and villages recorded 14 or more air frosts during the 

month.  Surely the most dismal winters in the world must be those at the 

North Pole, which sees no sunshine at all for 186 days.

Wettest November day: 21st 47.2mm. (1.86 in).

November rain days:  18 last year 27

Total for month: 237.9mm. (9.36 in).

Last year  25.42 in.  Av.10.58in.

Peter Bailey

December Weather 2016
December began with a cold northerly wind, cloudy and murky days, making 

it feel raw at times with constant drizzle.  Anticyclonic conditions on the 4th.  

and 5th ensured a couple of sunny days, although the minimum night 

temperature dropped to -5°C on the 5th.  The high pressure then pulled away 

towards Scandinavia, and between the 6th and 20th southerly winds prevailed.

This brought milder, foggy, overcast days with light rain at times and sunshine

in very short supply.  In simple terms we endured quite a few days of  

anticyclonic gloom, with frost again being noted on the 18th and 19th.  From 

the 22nd to the 26th things got a bit more lively when the wind increased.  
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This was associated with storm “ Barbara” on the 23rd and storm “ Conor” on 

the 25th and 26th with persistent rain and gales.  The weather was less lively 

after the gales had passed and we were back to overcast days with drizzle, 

brief sunshine and the occasional frost.  However, New Years Eve was a 

washout, with the rain starting around 5.00pm and nearly three quarters of an 

inch being recorded.  Fortunately it had little effect on the celebratory 

firework displays.  All in all not too bad a year, and having had about a third 

less rain than last year.  The UK mean temperature for December was 5.9°C 

which was 2°C above the 1981-2010 long term average.  It was also the eighth

warmest December since 1910 and the driest since 2010.

Wettest December day: 23rd. 36.9mm. 1.45in.

December rain days: 19 Last year: 31

Total for month: 175.2mm. 6.90 in.

Last year:  35.85in.

Rain days to date for year:  219.      Last year: 245

Grand total for year to date: 95.14in. Last year 146.06 inches.

A Happy New Year to all!  Peter Bailey.

Grasmere Allotments

These are situated in the grounds of the Wordsworth hotel near the river.  

At the moment there is one vacant plot. 

Anyone with an interest in growing their own vegetables and who also has a a 

little spare time and energy please contact me for more details. 

Jill Morrison

Glenthorne Guest House  
has a vacancy for a Gardener / Handyman

16 hours per week.  Duties include: grass cutting, tidying borders, hedge 

cutting and minor maintenance jobs to the property.

Apply in writing to Mrs K. Magennis at: 

Glenthorne Quaker Guest House,  Easedale Road,  Grasmere LA22 9QH

Or email:  info@glenthorne.org 

Phone:   015394 35389
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WHO TO CONTACT

St Oswald’s Parish Church
Rector: Vacancy

Tel: 015394 35326
Website: www.grasmereandrydal.org.uk

Wardens: Mrs Sonia Rickman, 015394 35603
Mrs Helen Bunfield

Secretary: Mrs Ann Jackman
Treasurer: Mr John Rickman
Organist:   Mr Ian C. Hare MA MusB   017684 83886

Other church contacts

Methodist Minister with pastoral oversight :
The Revd Les Hann, 3 Applerigg, Kendal, LA9 6EA.  Tel: 015397 20416.  
Email: peerie_les@hotmail. com

Roman Catholic Priest: 
Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere, 
LA23 2EQ.  Tel: 015394 43402
Mass 9. 30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Ambleside

Quaker - Friend In Residence: 
Terry Winterton.  Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale 
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel:  015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org

URC Minister:
The Revd.  Martyn Coe , Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY 
Tel: 01539 533223

Home Visiting and Communions

For requests for visits to residents in short or long term need please 
telephone 015394 35326

Please contact the appropriate Church and member of the clergy or 
minister in case of need and at times of sickness for Home 
Communion. Any of the churches would be happy to pray for any 
individual, please simply let any of us know the name of the person to 
be prayed for and that they are agreeable to being prayed for in public.
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