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“Cast your anxiety on Him”
It's becoming very clear that our current situation is one of considerable
uncertainty, and many of us are experiencing a great deal of anxiety and fear.
However, what's equally clear to me, based on the short time that I have been
Priest-in-Charge, is how resilient and committed everyone is when it comes to
building up the life of our village. My sense is that we will all rise to the
challenge of caring for one another in these exceptional times.
In days such as these, many of us are understandably inclined to pray; and these
prayers often have an urgency which reflects the deeply felt concerns of our
hearts. This is to the good. St Peter tells us, “Cast your anxiety on him, because
he cares for you” (1 Peter 5.7)
Praying, however, has another side to it which we sometimes forget. That is, in
turning to prayer and in laying our concerns before the Lord, it is often WE who
are changed.
That is, when we draw close to the Lord, we find our horizon lifted. We learn to
see those around us and the circumstances of our lives through the perspective of
his compassion and mercy. This change in perception was captured well in a
prayer I came across recently…..
May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
Remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health
or paying their rent.
May we who have the flexibility
to care for our children when their schools close
Remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
Remember those that have no safe place to go.
May we who are losing our savings in the tumult of the economic market
Remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love.
During this time
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when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,
Let us yet find ways
to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours.
Amen *
In short, Prayer leads to compassion, which leads to action… This is the way of
Jesus. Or as St Paul tells us: “Bear one another's burdens and fulfil the law of
Christ”.
My continuing prayers for you and your loved ones.
Every blessing, David

*Prayer for a Pandemic, Cameron Bellm

Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance for churches
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York are calling for Church of England
churches to put public worship on hold and become a “different sort of church” in
the coming months to face the challenge of coronavirus.
In a joint letter, Archbishops Justin Welby and John Sentamu said it was now
necessary to put public services on hold until further notice. But they said that far
from having to “shut up shop”, the Church of England must face the challenge by
becoming a radically different kind of church rooted in prayer and serving others.
It comes after the Government announced unprecedented peacetime measures to
try to control the spread of the virus, with restrictions on public gatherings,
transport and working.
The Archbishops expressed the desire that church buildings may, where practical,
remain open as places of prayer for the community, observing social distancing
recommendations.
Thy also invited clergy to maintain the ancient pattern of daily prayer and, where
possible, the eucharist – live streaming their worship if they have the resources to
do so. And they urged congregations to be in the forefront of providing practical
care and support for the most poor and the most vulnerable during the crisis.
“Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in the days
ahead,” they wrote. “Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at
church on Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service we offer each
day.
“We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are used to, but we
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can certainly pray for people. And we can certainly offer practical care and
support for the most vulnerable. Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus
Christ will be made known, and the hope of the gospel – a hope that can counter
fear and isolation - will spread across our land.”
They added: “This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are we truly
are a church for all, or just the church for ourselves. We urge you sisters and
brothers to become a different sort of church in these coming months: hopeful and
rooted in the offering of prayer and praise and overflowing in service to the
world.”
Further information on what the suspension of public worship will mean will be
available on the Church of England website. This page will be regularly updated:
www.churchofengland.org/
The Church will be providing a range of online resources to enable people to
continue to walk with God at this difficult time.
Open letter from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 17th March 2020

Some thoughts on facing these difficult days
If there is any way I which I can offer assistance or support in the coming weeks
(or if you simply want a chat) please do get in touch:
Tel: 07305 777 113

E-mail: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com

• St. Oswald's
As you may be aware, gathering for Worship at St. Oswald's has been suspended
for the time being following Government advice. Church will however be open as
far as possible each day as a place of personal Prayer and Reflection.
• Daily Prayer
For the most part I intend to say Morning Prayer at 0900hrs Monday to Thursday
and at 11.00hrs on Sundays. Be assured that on each of these occasions you and
your families will be prayed for.
• Help to Pray
At St. Oswald's there will be a range of Prayer and Bible reading suggestions
available to you to use in Church or take home (free of charge)
• For those we love
If you wish to leave a note of someone or something for which you wish me to
pray do fill in one of the intercessions slips and leave it in the basket in front of
the Altar.
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• Around and about
I will also attempt to be around the village and in St. Oswald's as much as
possible (especially in the mornings). Bearing in mind the current guidance about
keeping our distance(!) I'll be very happy to chat.
If you are (understandably) not venturing out I'll be happy to bring to your home
a range of helps with Bible Reading and prayer.
If you'd prefer to access these things via computer or smartphone can I
recommend the following:
• The Church of England Website:
www.churchofengland.org/ Click on 'Access Daily Services online'
Their range of suggestions and resources for sustaining faith is growing daily.
• Useful Apps to help with prayer:
Daily Prayer from the CofE: www.pray-as-you-go

My very best wishes,

David

St Oswald’s Flower Festival
Although we are all going through a very anxious and
unsettled period we are still hoping to hold our Flower
Festival at the beginning of August (1st – 5th). By that
time we hope that things will be getting back to normal.
The theme is ‘A Celebration of Music’. If there is
anyone in the village who would like to do an
arrangement we would love to hear from you.
Nearer the time we will be looking for people to help with stewarding, teas
and making cakes.
There will be a chance for children to participate by doing small
arrangements – more details later.
Thanking everyone for their support.
Contacts: Helen Bunfield or Dee Rogers
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WI News
In February we held our meeting in the Village Hall, where our speaker, Charlotte
Windle, talked to us about the work of St Mary’s Hospice, Ulverston. She told us
of ways we could support the Hospice, including visiting the lovely café there.
She also invited us to an open day in April (now cancelled) Thanks to Lyn
Kirkbride and Anne Truelove for tea and delicious cakes.
Our March meeting took place in St Oswald’s during our Gather Day for the Air
Ambulance. We had a really enjoyable day, and raised a total of £1210 for the
GNAAS. Thanks to everyone who helped and who came along. Special thanks go
to Anne Fawthrop for organising everything.
At the time we did not know how the Corona virus crisis was going to develop,
but it now seems as if that will have been our last meeting for the foreseeable
future. We were scheduled to meet at the Wordsworth Trust in April to see the
new developments and to hear about the Wordsworth 250 plans from Jeff
Cowton. That has been postponed.
Until further notice we will not be holding any meetings. I’ll email members as
usual with information, and we’ll keep posting on our Facebook page and
website. We had a great programme of events coming up, many celebrating the
Centenary of our Federation, but all these have now been postponed.
At the time of writing we think that it may be possible to continue with the
Grasmere Rambles, on the 4th Thursday of the month, meeting 1.30pm on Moss
Parrock. This is not a WI event, but many of our members do take part, joined by
others who fancy a stroll and a chat. Please check our website or Facebook page
or ring us to see if this is still going on.
We look forward to our next meeting, whenever that might be, but meanwhile we
will continue to support each other and our village community in any way we can.
Sue Dixon

THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO OUR AIR
AMBULANCE GATHER DAY.
On the day we raised £1210-00 by various means, mostly though down to sheer
hard work one way or another. It all goes to keep those helicopters airborne.
Ann Fawthrop
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Knit and Nat
I’m afraid the knitters and natters have decided that for the next two months we
will not hold any meetings. I will update in the Parish magazine and on the board
outside Barneys.
We have, rather sadly, lost another of our regular members - Mary Dixon; she
really used to enjoy our meetings in her quiet way. When she started coming to
the meetings she would knit dishcloths, progressing on to knitting hats and little
‘comfort dolls’ for the shoeboxes. We will miss her smiling face sitting in warmest
seat in the room and waiting for someone to start talking about Grasmere in the
past, she always knew who was who, where they lived and anything else we
needed to know. We all have some happy memories of Mary.
I am always keen to find articles in magazines promoting the virtues of knitting.
In a survey of over a 1,000 knitters it was found to be a healthy way to pass the
time. Knitting:
• lowers blood pressure
• induces a sense of well being
• counters depression and anxiety
• distracts from chronic pain
• keep arthritic fingers moving
• helps slow the onset of dementia (as long as you try more complex pattern)
• can be happily enjoyed at whatever age.
Should you be interested you could visit www.knitforpeace.org.uk for more
information about knitting, or come and see us at the Grasmere Reading Room
once we are meeting again! Christine Batey

Home at Grasmere - Long Stitch Tapestries
Great news – It looks as if we are going to hit the target of 15 Tapestries to make
into processional banner to commemorate the Wordsworth’s time in Grasmere.
I have so many thanks to give to those ladies who have offered to sew them.
They depict Dove Cottage, St Oswald’s, Allan Bank, Helm Crag, Rydal Hall,
Dorothy’s Post bag, Grasmere Lake, celandines, daffodils, All Cock Tarn, Easedale
Tarn Refreshment Hut with rainbow, the Rectory and the grave stones.
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If I tried to name them I would most likely forget someone, some girls are even
doing a second and one lady a third!! Now I need some help with the mounting
onto a backing and production of the structures (poles) to hold them up. If you
know of anyone who possesses these skills please let me know. Even if we do not
process this year due to corona virus, we hope to display them somewhere.
Don’t let Covid19 spoil Grasmere and its traditions and future, stay safe, keep
well. Carrie Taylor

Rushbearing 2020 - Saturday 11th July
Firstly, many thanks to everyone for the fabulous
support given last year to ensure that Rushbearing
actually happened; Will, Amy Charlotte and I couldn’t
believe how well it went.
This year we have met with the Rev David Wilmot and
liaised with the R.A.O.B (Buffs). Together we will do all
the winding projects we had last year, with Allan Bank
and Evening winding on the Thursday in addition to all day winding Thursday
and Friday. We intend to leave Saturday just for dressing the Bearings in the
Morning.
As well as the Procession and Church Service, the day’s events include teas, a
concert, sports in the sports field /pavilion, Duck Race and Raffle.
This is ambitious but achievable with everyone’s help. So get involved, come and
meet everyone, and join in the fun on the one day when the streets are ours!
We had hoped to approach all clubs, societies, associations, groups and
businesses in the village about being officially represented with a bearing in the
procession, and asking for extra bodies to help. With the corona virus coming at
us from all sides and many meetings cancelled or postponed for the foreseeable
future, it might not be possible to get round them all. At the time of writing we
hope Rushbearing will happen and we need to continue to make plans.
Our merry band of stalwarts go above and beyond the call of duty. Without these
fabulous individuals Rushbearing would not happen – please let us know if you
can help. Carrie Taylor
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Grasmere Red Squirrels
Reds: The 2019 population survey in September showed a decrease in numbers
from 2018. Fewer reds have been seen since early autumn and we have had a
confirmed cases of Squirrel pox at Greenhead. It is possible that there has been a
pox outbreak on the east side of the village from Brackenfell, through The
Hollens and north to Greenhead, starting in September and ongoing. Reds in other
areas seem to be alright including the centre of the village.
We must all continue to be vigilant and look for signs of lesions on eyes and lips
and general lethargy.
Greys: In 2019 there were fewer greys than in 2018, but a relatively high number
of greys so far this year, in fact the highest number since 2010!
IF YOU SEE A GREY (or a sickly looking red) ANYWHERE AROUND
GRASMERE PLEASE TELL US IMMEDIATELY with an exact description of
the location and the time it was seen – Don’t leave it till tomorrow!
Text David Birkett or Stuart Dickson;
Phone Trevor Cooper, Jane Cooper or Stewart Sutcliffe.
If still no response email grasmerersg@gmail.com and we’ll pick it up when
we look at the photos from the cameras.
Funding: The National Trust continues to be our main funder, but we do need
more money to continue to pay for our ranger. If the reds are to be preserved the
only way this can be achieved is to have sustainable funding from the village. If
you would like to donate to the conservation of the red squirrels in Grasmere,
please send me a cheque or use a collection box, they are located in most shops in
Grasmere and you can buy postcards of red squirrels Sam Read bookshop.
How you can help us: We are pleased to hear from anyone who wants to sponsor
the group, help monitoring local woodlands offer help, advice on purchasing their
own equipment or are willing to have a collecting box in your hotel or business.
By contributing to the group you are helping the red squirrels to survive. All
contributions are most welcome – thank you.
Many thanks to everyone who has contacted us with local sightings – especially
greys! – they are really helpful.
If you would like to receive our newsletter please email grasmerersg@gmail.com
Stewart Sutcliffe, Grasmere Red Squirrel Group
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Events at Wordsworth Grasmere
The reopening of Wordsworth Grasmere will be postponed until further notice,
following the advice from Public Health England. We are disappointed to have to
delay the opening of Dove Cottage on 7th April, as well as our planned birthday
celebrations, but the most important thing for us is the welfare of our visitors,
our volunteers and staff, and our community.
All of our events planned for April have been cancelled, and we will reassess our
events programme on a monthly rolling basis. We hope to run the events that
were planned for April later in 2020. We have chosen not to feature our events
planned for May in this edition, as we are aware that the current situation is very
changeable.
Please do follow us on social media, or sign up to our e-newsletter, for further
updates and information as we move through the coming weeks. You can find us
online at wordsworth.org.uk, and on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram as
Wordsworth Grasmere.
Thank you for your continued support over the years. We look forward to
celebrating Wordsworth’s 250th birthday with you this year and welcoming you
to Wordsworth Grasmere in the future.
Hannah Catterall, Events Officer, Wordsworth Grasmere

Grasmere Book Group
There were some mixed feelings amongst the February meeting on Brian
Bilston’s Diary of a Somebody. We started off with nervous jokes about
nobody being thrown out if they hadn’t read or finished the book, and a
generous display of nibbles, including, of course, Custard Creams. Most
readers found the novel as charming, funny and diverting as Brian’s live
performance in Grasmere had been a few days earlier, but a couple found
Brian’s incompetence in all aspects of his life too hard to bear. One reader
found Brian’s failures at work infuriating, and a splinter group agreed that
forgetting his son’s 16th birthday was not, in fact, funny, but a bit horrific. We
discussed diary-novels in general, and compared Bilston to various literary
counterparts and antecedents. Like any humorous book, we decided in the
end the book’s success depended on it gelling with the reader’s sense of
humour. Those who found it funny, loved it. Those who didn’t find it funny
were mildly appalled.
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In March, we gathered for a discussion of David Nott’s memoir, War Doctor
(2019). Nott is an NHS surgeon who has spent 25 years taking unpaid leave
to help on the front line in some of the world’s most dangerous war zones.
The book makes for a compelling read and many in the group found
themselves engrossed despite wondering how such harrowing material made
for such a page-turning read. An education in global politics and medicine
alike, details of operations conducted with the barest of equipment read at
times like a Haynes manual for the body. Yet, we were left with an impression
of a book about a heroic man of great empathy.
The April book group book is Richard Powers’ Booker Prize-shortlisted
arboreal novel The Overstory (2018). Although present circumstances mean
there will be no physical meeting, we’ll be arranging a virtual sharing of
perspectives on the book after April 9th (to be arranged) It is also presumed
the same will apply in May when we’re scheduled to read Sara Collins’ Costa
Book Award winning first novel, The Confessions of Frannie Langton (2019).
For further details do email: dr.will.smith@me.com.
A reminder, all book group books are available from Sam Read’s at 10%
discount off the r.r.p.
Take care and enjoy whatever you’ll be reading this Spring.
Polly and Will

Grasmere Sports and Show 2020
Work is well underway for the 2020 Grasmere Sports which will be held on Bank
Holiday Sunday 30th August when hopefully things will be back to normal. After
such beautiful weather last year let’s hope for the same again.
So popular were the Fat Cat Brass Band that they will be back by popular
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demand. Admission charges will remain the same and all events and races can be
entered on the day.
We are always looking for Sponsors and Volunteers so please do get in touch if
you would like to help make this year's event a great day out for visitors and
locals alike. Contact Deborah Black at: manager@grasmeresports.com or
telephone 07977 542853 for more details. Christine Shaw Director

Grasmere Pharmacy
We are pleased to announce that we have secured the contract for Grasmere
Pharmacy for the next 5 years. We would both like to thank you for all the help
from local residents of the village as well as the Village Society, as your support
has helped us secure the contract.
We would also like to welcome Zi pronounced Zee as the new Pharmacist
Manager. We would like to thank all the residents of Grasmere for the last year
and in securing the contract. Now that we have this security, to have continuity
with someone nearer to the village, Zi will be working full time at Grasmere
Pharmacy and has moved to Lancaster. We are sure you will continue to support
Zi as you have done with us. Thankyou all once again.
Shahbaz Mirza and Abbas Fazal

Food bank update
We are very grateful that many of you continue to support the food bank as we
work closely with Grasmere Co-op and Pharmacy. As we move into uncertain
times with Coronavirus (Covid19) we anticipate extra pressure on many families
and we will continue to support those in need.
While it is important to ensure that you and your family have all necessities
please donate that extra bit where you can. We would appreciate your continued
donations of non-perishable food stuffs. If any businesses or hotels have spare
cleaning products, toilet rolls or hand sanitiser we will be happy to collect it.
If you are worried or have to self isolate we are working with the Co-op and other
individuals in the village to ensure there are ways of getting essential items to
you. Please do not hesitate to get in touch; all conversations are confidential.
Will Clark 015394 35070 07435 596596
Vicky Hughes 07960 590531
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GRASMERE VILLAGE SOCIETY
It was with a heavy heart that the committee decided to postpone both the annual
dinner and the AGM. At the time our decision was made the coronavirus crisis
was a rapidly evolving situation and we simply did not feel that we could justify
putting people’s health, and potentially lives, at risk. We hope that both events
will go ahead in the autumn.
Sadly the new playground has suffered a setback which has again delayed the
opening. The incessant rain made us realise that the drainage in the new enlarged
area was inadequate. Rather than rush the opening and then close again for
remedial work it was decided to complete the necessary drainage first. This work
is outside the original contract (and budget!) but South Lakes District Council
will fund and complete the necessary work. The project has been a long haul but
will be well worth the wait and the proposed timescale for opening is now around
Easter time.
The proposed siting of houseboats on Grasmere by Lowther estates was rebuffed
thanks to a magnificent campaign spearheaded by Andy Astle. Amongst other
things it showed the power of social media and the strength of both local and
national feeling The final demonstration march on February 1st was brilliantly
supported in appalling weather and turned into a powerful protest against all
inappropriate development in the Lake District.
It will be the 20th anniversary of the Millenium Bridge on June 16th and
hopefully an event will be organised to mark the occasion. If you have any ideas
please contact a member of the committee. If you are reading this and are not a
member of the society we would love you to join (for the princely sum of £1).
Please contact the membership secretary Will Clark on 07435 596596.
Nick McCraith (GVS Vice Chair)

Grasmere Needs You.
Would you like to have the skills to help save a life in your village? If you
feel you have the qualities to be a Community First Responder then why
not volunteer. Local knowledge of the Grasmere area and your own
transport would be helpful.
For more information and how to apply please contact
CFR.Recruitment@nwas.nhs.uk
Many thanks, Nigel Prickett (Chairman)
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Hospital Transport Grants
Following a successful trial, the grant to help patients meet the needs of local
travel for hospital treatment has been extended. This idea was established and
initially funded by the Community Wellbeing Group, and many organisations
including Lakes Parish Council, Round Table and Ambleside Rotary have
contributed.
Anyone living in Grasmere and the Lakes electoral division is eligible to apply,
with a sliding scale of funding based on distance of travel. Applications are
limited to one per person per month and can be made by patients or their parents
or carers.
For further details or to make an application contact Ambleside Parish Centre,
telephone 015394 34172 or email admin@amblesidepc.org.uk
Will Clark.

St Oswald's PCC
At the recent Annual Meeting it was suggested that we publish a list of those who
have been elected to serve on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) for the coming
year.
The churchwardens and Priest-in-Charge are ex-officio members, the others are
subject to election at the annual meeting.
The PCC has the responsibility of sharing with the Priest-in-charge “in promoting
in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, social and
ecumenical”. In short, they are the leadership of our Church, called to exercise
prayerful consideration and wise oversight of our common life and to seek out
ways of making Christ known and worshipped in our community. Please pray for
them as they will certainly pray for you; and will be on hand to assist you. The
current members are:
Rev David Wilmot
Sonia Rickman (lay chair) churchwarden
Helen Bunfield churchwarden
David Dodgson Secretary
John Rickman Treasurer
Pat Taylor

Paul Adkins
David Marshall
Ian Hare
Bruce Mumford
Matthew Jackman
Fiona Close-Thomas

We will give a brief background note for each member in a future edition.
David
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From the Registers
Marriages
8 February
20 February

Matthew Dunn & Laura Smith
James Branston & Jennifer Casson

Funerals
30 January
2 March

Dorothy Clayton
Audrey Mary Dixon

Editors' Note
In these extraordinary times, all events for April and May have been cancelled, so
there are no Calendar pages in this edition. At the time of publication we all hope
that later events such as Rushbearing and Grasmere Sports will go ahead, but
things change fast so please keep in touch.
Lakes Parish Council have asked us to help with the distribution of their quarterly
newsletter, which you will find bound into this copy. We are grateful for their
contribution towards our costs for doing this.
We would like to send our best wishes to our contributors, our distribution team
and all our readers, take care and keep well, Eds.

Antique & Artisan Fairs
Sue Hearn regrets due to bereavement and Covid 19 she has had to cancel
Antique Fairs at Grasmere for April to the end of June.

Christopher Swainson
On behalf of the family I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, kind
words and support since Dad passed away in October.
With your kind gifts we were able to donate over £1000 in Dad’s memory to
Vasculitis UK.
Thank You, Jacqui Swainson
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Prayers for those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

For the Day
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples,
‘I am with you always’.
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you.
Hear my prayers for others and for myself,
and keep me in your care.
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. from St Patrick’s Breastplate
O gracious and holy Father,
give us wisdom to perceive you,
diligence to seek you,
patience to wait for you,
eyes to behold you,
a heart to meditate upon you,
and a life to proclaim you,
through the power of the spirit
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
St Benedict
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Before going to sleep
Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow;
The same everlasting Father who cares for you today,
Will take care of you tomorrow and every day.
Either he will shield you from suffering or
He will give you unfailing strength to bear it
Be at peace then
and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginings. St. Francis de Sales
God our Father, by whose mercy
the world turns safely into darkness and returns again to light:
we place in your hands our unfinished tasks,
our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes,
knowing that only what you bless will prosper.
To your love and protection
we commit each other and all those we love,
knowing that you alone are our sure defender,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name:
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord,
with those who wake, or watch, or weep this night,
and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, give rest to the weary,
sustain the dying, calm the suffering,
and pity the distressed;
all for your love’s sake, O Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
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LAKES PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER –
APRIL 2020
Hello and welcome to the new Parish Newsletter, this time contained within
St. Oswald’s Church magazine. This Newsletter is produced to inform the residents of
the Parish about the work of the Parish Council over the last few months and to
inform you of the role undertaken by your unpaid Parish Councillors on your behalf.
The Parish Council welcome any feedback from this Newsletter and any contributions
that people would like to make to the next one. Volunteer organisations may wish to
use this Newsletter to let people know of their work
PARISH COUNCIL GOVERNANCE
Lakes Parish Council generally meet twice monthly on a Wednesday evening with
meetings beginning at 6.30pm. There is a main Council Meeting early in the month
and a Plans Meeting a fortnight later. The Plans Meeting allows time to give an
opportunity for groups and organisations to address Councillors on a myriad of topics
while still dealing with the business in hand. The Council is governed by Standing
Orders and Financial Regulations, adopted from those promulgated by the National
Association of Local Councils. Councillors must adhere to these rules and regulations
when coming to their decisions. Contrary to television programmes like ‘The Vicar of
Dibley’, the Council is not a talking shop and is not there to further any individual’s
personal agenda. All Councillors must declare their local interests that will include
land owned within the Parish, shares held in Companies, contracts held with Local
Authorities and even similar interests held by members of their families. They must
also sign the required Declaration form that is then published on the South Lakeland
District Council website for all to see. Elected Councillors MUST declare any personal
and prejudicial interests at every meeting.
The job, which is unpaid, can be rewarding and gives an opportunity for community
minded individuals to influence events within their locality through the proper local
government channels.
We welcome new Councillors to the Parish Council. Chris Shepherd, who many of you
will know as our friendly Librarian, now serves you in a new capacity as a Parish
Councillor for Ambleside Ward alongside Paul Wileman recently co-opted. For Rydal
Ward we welcome Gilly Hodkinson and Will Clark. For Langdales Ward we say hello to
Paul Martyn who replaces Dot Wood. We say goodbye and thank you to Fiona
Sparrow, Kevin McCarten, Richard Moody, Matthew Bosson, Dot Wood and Anne
Sowerbutts. Congratulations are in order to Vivienne Rees our long serving Grasmere
Parish Councillor and ex-District Councillor who has been awarded the BEM in the
New Years Honours List.
COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
Your County Councillor is Will Clark who lives in Grasmere. In Lakes Parish, one
County Councillor is elected to serve the community. This is very important as many
of the complaints received in the Parish Office relate directly to those services
provided by Cumbria County Council.
Included in the list are highways, roadside verges, street lighting, pavements (or lack
of them), potholes, education matters, social services and waste recycling. Your

County Councillor is invited to every Parish Council Meeting where he is made aware,
at grass roots level, of current local issues.
LAKES PARISH HANDYMAN
Robin Lees continues his excellent work in the Parish to reach those areas which are
overlooked or neglected by the principal authorities. Jobs done recently include litter
picking hedgerows from Waterhead to Wansfell Road, Rothay Holme car park, the
layby near Skelwith Bridge on the A593, work in Chapel Stile, central Ambleside lanes
and hedgerows, visits to Grasmere include litter picking Stock Lane. Litter picking as
well in Clappersgate, Nook Lane, pathways Borrans Road to Lake Road, Low Fold car
park, Old Lake Road, Compston Street, assessment of Troutbeck Village and
clearance of laybys including three en route to the Low Wood Hotel and Waterhead
car park/beach. Robin works from Dunmail Raise to Troutbeck Bridge and out to the
Langdales, a huge area of responsibility. There was a significant problem at White
Moss lower car park where people discarded full dog poo bags in the hope someone
else would pick them up. However, in partnership with Lowther Estates and Glasdon,
we have helped alleviate the problem with the installation of two dog poo bins.
Glasdon supplied them, Lowther installed them and Robin empties them on a regular
basis. The Handyman only works for 10 hours a week so cannot get to everything
immediately. To complement the work of Robin we have just employed a ‘Parish
Steward’ who works 2 days a week and will undertake heavier work throughout the
Parish. He has recently cleared the path on the A591 from the Swan at Grasmere
down to the junction with Stock Lane. Some of the jobs on his list include self-seeded
sapling removal, cleaning road signs, looking after the grass and flower beds at
Waterhead, de-weeding those areas of the Parish that always need attention etc etc
etc. If you see something that you think needs attention then please tell any
Councillor or contact the Clerk and we will try to sort it out
LAKES PARISH TOILET MUSINGS
Since we installed CCTV in our main toilets to keep an eye on the cash machines and
also those who may not have the best interests of our Conveniences at heart, the
number of acts of vandalism has significantly reduced. Most sensible people (and
hopefully that’s you dear reader) would not believe some of the antics that happen in
a Public Convenience. Certainly those who do these things must live in some kind of
weird world. Issues include the theft of batteries from microburst air neutraliser
dispensers plus the theft of coat hooks and even locks from the back of toilet cubicle
doors. We have recently installed contactless machines in each of the major
Conveniences that we hope will prove convenient for the needs of our modern
society. Last year the Council went through a tendering process for the contract to
clean and maintain the toilets in Ambleside. The successful company, and our new
Contractor, is locally based Lakes Loos. They have a lot of experience in the area
providing toilets for events and also looking after Public Conveniences. We have also
arranged for the toilet blocks at Rydal Road car park and Low Fold car park to be
repaired and painted. This, along with cleanliness, ensures that they send out the
right message to you and our visitors. The entry charge remains at 20p unlike some
of our neighbours who charge up to 50p. A big thank you to the Rollitt family in
Grasmere who look after the Moss Parrock toilets in a dedicated and hands on way.
SO WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING SINCE THE LAST EDITION OF THE
NEWSLETTER
The Parish Council decided to go into partnership with Cumbria County Council and
do all it can to save Ambleside Library from possible closure in the future. We have
taken a 5 year Lease on the upper floor of the Library with the option to renew for a

further 5 years. The Council now has a modern spacious Office and also a Council
Chamber that can accommodate up to 50 people. The Office is open Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. The Library is closed on a Thursday. The Parish
Council has come to an agreement with South Lakeland District Council that we will
look after all the flower beds and grassed areas in the refurbished area of Waterhead.
Last year you will have seen an improvement in the planting with perennials and
bedding plants mixed together. Hayes Garden World were contracted to look after the
area. This year there has been a huge effort by Volunteer Councillors to plant daffodil
and tulip bulbs that are already beginning to show through. There will be more colour
this year with bedding plants and their maintenance, now the responsibility of our
newly appointed Parish Steward. We have installed five new bus shelters, one at
Kelsick Road damaged by an unknown vehicle, two at West Ing/Low Fold car park
and two at Waterhead either side of the A591. These last four shelters had been in
place for over 25 years and were looking extremely tired. We managed to get a deal
on the replacement that was not much more than their refurbishment.
The more observant of you will have seen work going on at White Platts to improve
the Crazy Golf that was also beginning to look tired. Crazy Golf is the biggest single
source of income at White Platts and we took on board comments from locals and our
visitors. Next season will see two brand new holes and seven refurbished holes. One
new hole features a miniature Bridge House and on the other there is a miniature
Beatrix Potter’s Cottage and Barn. We hope you will enjoy the upgrade and the
experience. The tennis courts at White Platts have also been refurbished and look
well.
PARISH IN BLOOM
Each year under the auspices of Ambleside Horticultural Society, judges tour the
whole Parish in July looking at the hard work being undertaken to brighten up the
homes, gardens and business premises throughout Lakes Parish. You do have to
enter to be considered, and the man to contact is David Capstick who lives in Lake
Road, Ambleside. The Judges are local people well qualified in the ways of
horticulture. The culmination of all of this is an awards presentation in September or
later, where trophies and certificates are presented to those who, by their efforts,
merit recognition. Categories include Best Hanging basket, Best Tub, Best Garden,
Best Retail Shops/ Restaurants, Best Large/ Small Hotel and also special categories to
recognise outstanding efforts.
AMBLESIDE 78th SUMMER FLOWER, PRODUCE AND CRAFT SHOW 2020
Advance notice of this year’s Show which will be held in the Kelsick Centre, St Marys
Lane, Ambleside on
Saturday 8th August 10.30am to 5pm.
Sunday 9th August 10am to 4pm.
Prizes will be presented on Sunday at 4pm.
Closing date for all entries is Wednesday 5th August 2020 All enquiries to Mr David
Capstick 46 Lake Road, Ambleside, Telephone 015394 32252 or 07730 946510.
YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS
Ambleside Ward
Cllr Leslie Johnson 015394 32904
Cllr Brian Hewitt 015394 32463 (Vice Chairman of Council)
Cllr Chris Shepherd 07922 402008
Cllr Nick Martin 015394 31124

Cllr Philip Thompson 015394 33410
Cllr Paul Wileman 015394 33313
Grasmere Ward
Cllr Ella Footit 015394 35918
Cllr Paul Truelove 015394 35200
Cllr Vivienne Rees 015394 35401
Rydal and Loughrigg Ward
Cllr Gilly Hodkinson 015394 33516
Cllr Will Clark 07919 298671
Langdales Ward
Cllr Jean Birkett 015394 37237
Cllr Paul Martyn 015394 33165
Vacancy
Troutbeck Ward
Cllr Pip Simpson 015394 31014
Cllr Mrs Louise Waterhouse (015394 31182 Chairman of the Council)
Clerk – Michael Johnson 015394 31656
Lakes Parish Council
Ambleside Library, First Floor
Kelsick Road
Ambleside
LA22 0BZ
Telephone/Fax 015394 31656
Email - lakesparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk
Webpage www.amblesideonline.co.uk/parish

TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS IN THE PARISH OF LAKES
Take note that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held at the Library, Kelsick Road,
Ambleside, on Wednesday 6th May 2020 at 6.00 pm in accordance with the
provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 Part 3.
All Electors of Lakes Parish are invited to participate and raise any concerns. The
Parish Council will present its Annual Report.
The meeting is open to all members of the public but only local government electors
from the Parish of Lakes are permitted to vote.
This notice is given by:Louise Waterhouse
Cllr. Louise Waterhouse,
Chairman,
Lakes Parish Council. April 1st 2020.

In Grasmere Vale
In difficult times, when we struggle with anxiety and upheaval, we
become more mindful of the details of our lives, and the value of
where we are and what we have. Having a home in Grasmere vale is
a blessing we Grasmere residents may rejoice in, just as Dorothy
and William Wordsworth did two centuries ago.
Hannah Catterall.
Peaceful our valley, fair and green,
And beautiful her cottages,
Each in its nook, its sheltered hold,
Or underneath its tuft of trees.
Many and beautiful they are;
But there is one that I love best,
A lowly shed, in truth, it is,
A brother of the rest.
Yet when I sit on rock or hill,
Down looking on the valley fair,
That Cottage with its clustering trees
Summons my heart; it settles there.
Others there are whose small domain
Of fertile fields and hedgerows green
Might more seduce a wanderer's mind
To wish that there his home had been.
Such wish be his! I blame him not,
My fancies they perchance are wild
--I love that house because it is
The very Mountains' child.
Dorothy Wordsworth, ‘Grasmere, a fragment’
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CONTACTS
St Oswald’s Parish Church
Church Stile, Grasmere LA22 9SW
Priest-in-charge: The Rev. David Wilmot
St. Mary's Vicarage, Ambleside Road, Windermere LA23 1BA
Tel: 07305 777113 email: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals - please contact David
Wardens:

Mrs Sonia Rickman, Tel: 015394 35603
email: sonia.rickman@yahoo.com
Mrs Helen Bunfield

Treasurer:

Mr John Rickman

Organist: Mr Ian Hare MA MusB 017684 83886 ian.c.hare@outlook.com

Church Website: stoswaldsgrasmere.uk

Other church contacts
Rydal St. Mary's

Churchwarden Pam Coates 015394 32449

Methodist Minister: Deacon Maggie Patchett, 1 Applerigg,
Patterdale Road, Windermere LA23 1EW Tel: 015394 42971
Email: deaconmaggie@slakesmethodist.org.uk.
Roman Catholic Priest:
Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere,
LA23 2EQ. Tel: 015394 43402
Mass 9.30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Ambleside
Quaker - Friend In Residence:
Terry Winterton. Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel: 015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org
URC Minister:
The Revd. Martyn Coe, Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY
Tel: 01539 533223
Central Lakes Mission Community
Rev. Beverley Lock 33205 reverend.beverley@gmail.com
Rev. John Dixon 36301 jjcedixon@btinternet.com

Many people visit this place, to
walk in the Garden or spend a
quiet moment in the church.

It could be a birth, a wedding, or
a remembrance of someone
who has died.

The Rydal Celebration Path
offers you the chance to have a
stone celebrating an event or
someone special.

It could simply be the name or
names of those who wish to be
part of this lovely garden.

For more information contact the Churchwardens at Rydal.
The application form can be downloaded from
oswaldparish.news/media/docs/rydal_path_leaflet.pdf
or pick up a leaflet from St Mary's Rydal

