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Something precious going on
Some years ago, I got into conversation with a young mum.  She wanted to get

her baby Christened and at one point I asked her, "Do you pray?" 

"Oh yes", she said.  And she went on to tell me how every evening once the kids

were in bed she would sit there on the floor right in the middle of all those toys

and what seemed like the wreckage of the day. 

Before tidying up, she said she would just sit there quietly for a few minutes and

say 'thank you'.  I asked her "Why?" and she said that no matter how busy and

stressed and short-tempered things had been she didn't want to lose sight of how

underneath it  all  "something precious" was going on.  That's  a lovely way of

putting it.

I meet quite a lot of people who pray like that and to my mind, they're on to

something.   They  don't  think  they're  being  especially  religious  or  praying

particularly well but that's  because we often mistakenly think that praying is a

sort of 'skill' or something you can be clever at.  But it's not like that at all.

No, as that mum described it, praying is at its best when it's simple and honest.

Just a few quiet moments saying, 'Thank you' or maybe 'Sorry', or 'Help' is much

closer to what praying is really about because these are the kind of words we use

when we're speaking to some-ONE.  They remind us that prayer is a relationship.

Of course, the next step you have to take is to get a clearer picture of who it is

you think you're speaking to – and that's where Jesus helps us. 

Some people asked Jesus if he'd teach them to pray and he simply said, "When

you pray say 'Father'".  The actual word he used was a bit like "Daddy".  He just

wanted us always to remember that the one who hears our 'Thank you', our 'Sorry'

or 'Help' is someone who knows and cares and understands – and wants us to get

to know him even better.

And that's where praying gets really interesting.  Praying really starts to get going

when it moves on from just the occasional 'nod' in the heavenly direction and

turns  into  a  sort  of  conversation;  and  it  becomes  the  kind  of  friendship  that

changes your life for good.  Why not give it a try?

Every blessing,  David.
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St. Oswald's Church building

Our thanks to those who have been keeping an eye on the building over the past 

few months. Church has been cleaned in readiness for re-opening and Churchyard

maintenance will soon resume. Thanks for all your kind comments about the 

wildflowers in the Churchyard. If you are interested in helping set up an area 

designated for this in the future, do have a word with David.

Sunday Worship resumes on Sunday 2nd August 

11.00am: Holy Communion. 

You will be most welcome.

Under the current Government guidelines, we are asked to bear the following 

things in mind:

• We are asked to maintain 'social distancing' of two metres.

• We are encouraged to wear a face covering.

• All are welcome - those with underlying health conditions are asked to 

exercise discretion.

• Singing is not recommended for the time being, though we hope to have 

musical accompaniment.

• Hand sanitizer and toilet facilities will be available.

• We hope to be able to administer the Chalice and exchange the sign of Peace 

once the guidelines are eased.

• Our generous Offerings may be left by the Church Door.

• We may be asked to give contact details should 'tracing' be required. All data

will be protected - see website for our Privacy Policy.

St Oswald's Day. 

Regular Wednesday morning communion resumes on Wednesday 5th Aug. at 

10.00 am with a service of Holy Communion to mark St. Oswald's Day.  You will 

be most welcome.  But please note there will be no service on Weds. 26th Aug. 

Rushbearing 

Thank you to Carrie Will, Amy and Charlotte for their initiative and enthusiasm 

with the 'on-line' Rushbearing on July 11th. Thank you for your contributions, 

photographs and memories, all of which can been seen on the Facebook Site. See 

Carrie's article on page 4. We look forward to 10th July 2021!   David.
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Grasmere’s Virtual Online Rushbearing

Saturday June 11th 2020

It certainly was different! Many , many thanks to those who prepared bearings 

and displayed online, who got into the swing of things and tried out new crafting 

methods and those who collected proper rushes to create such masterpieces.  

The locations were wide spread, from Florida USA to Edinburgh, Durham, Radcliff

and Bromley, Kent. Being online opened new doors! Youtubing? Am I now a 

Vlogger? It allowed past residents and visitors to share in the preparations in the 

run up to the day.

It was sensational to meet up virtually in a way that everyone could remember 

past Rushbearings as well as their forebears. Those old photos! Of course we 

missed the community gathering in Church to wind, but all those pictures of the 

crosses on display by the piano were a stunning reminder of how creative this 

village can be.  I feel blessed to live here.

Thanks to Rev David for his reflection and to Ulverston Town Band for their 

contribution. The only thing missing I hear you cry is where was the gingerbread?

No procession so no gingerbread! We know we are supported by the 

Gingerbread shop and we look forward to that in 2021.

It definitely worked having a competitive edge to encourage people to join in, 

there was a total of 30 bearings including 5 children’s and 13 coming from away. 

The winners of the Adult Trophies were Helen and Trevor Eastes for Best Bearing,

Secret Squirrel; Best background went to Jill Morrison, and Most Quirky went to 

Emma Southwood for her Knitted Flowers.  Young Person’s awards went to Emily 

Sanderson, Lily and Ella Dougherty, Beth and Grace Priddle, and Euan and Rona, 

Passmore Park (Edinburgh). We will present and photograph for the ephemera 

file and tokens of this event will be issued to all who took part.

With contributions from the committee - Will, Amy and Charlotte and many 

others there were over 60 people involved, and future generations will know 

that there was no break in Rushbearing due to the pandemic – a pat on 

everyone's back!  Let’s hope for a great turn out in July 2021!   Carrie Taylor.

There is a link to the Rushbearing Facebook group at: 

resources.stoswaldsgrasmere.uk/blogs/grasmere-rushbearing-fb  

Open the link and log in with Facebook.  Eds
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School News

School News
The last few months have been very interesting, if your profession is ‘education’.

We have found ourselves part of a national (international) situation which has

made people wonder: 

• Can some (or all) education be carried out perfectly well at home?

• Can some (or all) education be delivered via online platforms?

• What is the capacity of parents to support education? 

• What builds children’s academic confidence and ability? 

• Given all of the above, what is the point of schools? 

I  thought  it  might  be interesting to share with you what  we’ve found out,  in

Grasmere.  So this news is in two parts:  1. What we did,  2. What we found out.

  What we did

On March 18th 2020 all schools were closed in response to Covid 19.

‘At home’ education began.  For us at Grasmere this meant sending out planning

for all  the subjects, differentiated at the right level for the children, and made

accessible for parents.  The teachers were very creative in the way they provided

support.  We scheduled it all to go out regularly, to try to replicate the routines we

have  at  school.   Very  quickly,  our  educational  offer  developed,  and  became

personalised.   Every family’s  context  is  different,  and  so  each  family needed

different  support.   We  printed  things  for  those  without  printers,  provided

resources (laptops, exercise books, paper, paints, glue etc), bought ‘workbooks’,

had long conversations with parents and children, set up ‘Whatsapp’ groups for

Years 5 & 6, so that they could share work with their teacher in real time,  (e.g.

they  sent  a  photo  of  their  work,  or  the  ‘problem’  to  their  teacher,  who

immediately responded.)   Some children  needed phone  or  video  contact  with

teachers, so the teachers started providing video explanations for many lessons.

We have an ‘online platform’ where we can share documents, videos, photos etc

back and forwards between staff and families, securely.  It has a chat capability

which has an informal, confidential feel.  It’s not as good as a conversation ‘at the

school gate’, but it was very helpful.  We all kept track of which families we had

talked to / had contact with, how and when.  We triangulated this information, so

that I could monitor anyone who needed additional support.  

It was both unnerving and inspiring, knowing that everyone was doing their best

to keep our school community going,  in their isolated houses.  Teachers were

making videos of themselves, having tidied their kitchen tables (at first this was

deeply embarrassing but they’re used to it now).  Parents were asking questions
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School News

they’d never asked before, about nitty-gritty small step learning. Children were

working really hard! Lots of protocols were being hurriedly re-written, just to

make sure that we could all keep in touch.  My mobile phone became the school’s

phone.  Some teachers’ personal contacts were shared with their parents to enable

‘Whats App’. During this period I have been so impressed by the pragmatism and

generosity of the teachers, and by the positivity and determination of our parents

and children.  That got us all through the first three or four weeks quite nicely…

But by the time we got  to  the May half  term holiday parents  and  staff  were

reporting difficulties with motivation. We had been planning for re-opening from

the day we closed, and had already tracked down some marquees, as we knew we

would probably have to spread the children out as much as possible.  We are very

grateful  to  the  Westmorland  County  Show,  who  leased  us  tents  at  a  very

reasonable rate.  

When we were told we could re-open for certain year groups we were delighted.

The year groups chosen seemed very strange.  Nursery and Reception are by far

the most risky year groups to have back in school.  Anyone who has followed us

on  Facebook  during  this  time  will  have  seen  that  our  older  children  have

physically  distanced  beautifully,  and  that  Reception  and  Nursery  just  can’t

maintain  physical  distancing consistently.   The  DFE guidance  recognizes  that

they cannot be expected to physically distance.   It  also says that  school  staff

should not  wear  PPE.  So I  do understand why a lot  of school staff  in other

schools felt unable to safely return to work.  Our staff decided to give it a go,

given the risk-reduction of being in large marquees, staying completely outside as

much as possible, and the raft of other measures we put in place to minimize risk.

Re-opening for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 went very well, and then

we were told that there was no expectation that schools should open for anyone

else before September.  Poor children! Poor parents!  Poor teachers… Of course

we were going to open.  We decided that the most important thing was to get

everyone back into school for a month before the end of term, unless they were

shielding, in which case we would continue to support them at home.  Because

the children had to be so spaced out, and our groups had to be so small, we were

doubling our staffing to open for everyone.  So we just opened for mornings. In

the afternoon the full time staff looked after the home learners. The part time staff

went home and fell asleep.  It is surprisingly exhausting trying to keep children

safe from an invisible virus.  We averaged 88% whole school attendance for the

last four weeks of term.  Some families are obviously still shielding, and we have

kept in close contact with them.   Massive thanks are due to Grasmere Co-op who

have  kept  us  stocked with  free  fruit  while  the  government  free  fruit  scheme

wasn’t operational.
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  What we found out

The evidence is being collected from all over the country, to try to find out what

we have learnt about ‘education’ from the past few months.  So far, the evidence

we have collected in Grasmere suggests that:

• Some education can be carried out at home, and schools can help to provide

relevant education to each child, so long as there is a detailed knowledge of

that individual child, and there is trust between parent and teacher. We are

well prepared now for any future local lock-downs, and have some newly

learnt tools which we will use to enhance our regular education offer.

• Parents’ capacity is widely varied.  Some feel comfortable ‘teaching’; others

don’t. For some, the parent / child relationship gets in the way if the going

gets tough educationally.  

• Children’s confidence has increased with lots of precious time with one or

both parents.  We have noticed that lots of children are more eloquent (chatty)

and keener to engage. They are very ‘solid’ in themselves. 

• Children had time to appreciate the natural world, and to live at a slow, calm

pace.  They have written beautifully about the wonders which they noticed in

their gardens and our lovely area, during lockdown.

Although  their  confidence  has  improved  in  some  ways,  in  other  ways  some

children’s mental health has suffered from a lack of social engagement outside

their family.  One child spoke of ‘the pit of shame’ when it was announced that

four year groups could go back to school, but not hers.  Several of the children

spoke  of  ‘not  feeling  good  enough’ during  lockdown.   Children  often  blame

themselves when things are tense around them, so this is not surprising, but it is

very sad. 

It appears that schools are important, because at school a child learns that they

have a value beyond the family unit.  The family unit is the crucial beginning.  It

is where we first learn who we are, but then school validates our individual skills

and interests. School shows us how our abilities can earn us a living; can give us a

role  as  competent  adults  in  wider  society;  can  find  us  friends,  partners,

colleagues.  Some of the children learnt  exceptional well  academically during

lockdown,  but  even  so,  they  craved  validation  from  their  known  and  loved

teachers and peers.  Hearing their parents say ‘well done’ was great, but they also

wanted  more.  Many  adults  have  been  missing  work  too;  that  validation  of

purpose, those social contacts with colleagues.  So it shouldn’t surprise us that

children need this too.  They don’t live just to be entertained and exercised:  they

are young human beings who crave an ‘important’ place in the world.  Our school
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exists to make sure that every child knows that he or she is important. Unique,

irreplaceable, important.  A child’s life today is the foundation of their future.  

Can learning be moved online, and face-to-face teaching got rid of?  

No!  From the earliest times of written knowledge, there has been the opportunity

for personal study.  And from those earliest times groups have got together with a

teacher  to  have  that  written  knowledge  explained,  in  a  group  setting.   The

knowledge we can now provide to a student at home comes in more formats than

just  a  written  parchment.   Our  children  have  had video  lessons,  step  by step

online demonstrations, links to the world’s galleries and museums… etc. And yet

all our families (and those of the nation) were reporting a drop in motivation by

the end of their home schooling.  Why?

Without  daily  classroom interaction,  children  may be  able  to  plough  through

work, but many began to struggle to see the inherent value of it.   School has

built-in ‘mini goals’ which give the children a feeling of purpose in their learning.

“Let’s get to grips with this before playtime.”  “Do we understand more than we

did at registration about …?” “You’ll need to understand this bit, before we go on

to… next week.”  At primary school the connections to the world of work are not

obvious, but they are there all the time.  You need to be able to seize a task,

wrestle with it, complete it, check it.  We’re training children to do this, in a team

context,  which is what most humans face in their  employment settings of the

future. 

The  buzz of  interactive  learning is  priceless  and  cannot  be  replicated  online.

Reading information at a desk by yourself, and then answering questions at a desk

by  yourself,  does  not  necessarily  encourage  deep  learning.   Children  were

jumping to conclusions, giving up quickly if  they thought they ‘didn’t  get  it’,

saying  it  was  ‘too  hard’ or  ‘too  easy’.   With  a  talented  teacher’s  external

challenge, the engagement with the work becomes a totally different thing.  “Oh, I

get it now…” “Oh, I thought that, but perhaps I need to change it to this…” “I

absolutely do not agree, and this is why…” are all phrases which you’re more

likely to hear when children are learning in a group, with a teacher, than when

they’re puzzling alone.  To become aware of yourself, it helps to see reflections

and reactions of others.  Children become aware of their individuality, and able to

express their own opinions, by mixing with others.   At school there are lots of

other opinions, skills, talents and difficulties.  As there are in society.  To create a

healthy happy adult, we need to give a child real interactions with a mix of people

in his or her life. 

Physicality does matter.  As a teacher you can’t  wander over during a ‘zoom’

lesson and casually point to a part of a child’s work which they need to look at
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again.  You can’t give a private ‘well done’ smile. You can’t just go and stand next

to them, as emotional support, whilst they battle with something tricky.  You can’t

spot the drift of attention. All of these tiny interactions, and many more, are what

makes a classroom work.  It’s what supports the children’s emotional ability to

learn, which is inextricably linked to their ability to learn cognitively. 

Well that is what I currently think we have learnt over the last three months! 

Jo Goode

Knit and Nat 
Our meetings are continuing on zoom for the moment, we now meet on our

usual  days the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 3pm. We are all

becoming more confident with connecting and we have had some interesting

and amusing sessions. If anyone would like to join us please give me a call and I

can include you in the message giving the log in details. 

The 250 plus daffodils we all knitted earlier in the year have now been displayed

in Moss Parrock thanks to Carrie and her team of helpers. This project all started

when it was suggested to the knitters that perhaps, on behalf of the village, we

would like to create something to commemorate the 250th birthday of William

Wordsworth.  It seemed like daffodils would be the most suitable knitted item

we could produce; it all developed from there. 

As I wasn’t part of the team who hung them from the tree I first saw them on a

rainy, dull day and they certainly brightened up that area of the village. In the

words of Knit and Nat’s youngest member, Tilly: ‘Wow they are beautiful’. 

[See cover! Eds.]

I have been asked several times if TEAMS4U will be delivering shoeboxes this

year, they are going ahead so if anyone would like to support this worthwhile

cause there are many options: knitting hats, scarves, gloves, mittens or blankets,

donating toiletries, small toys or writing and drawing equipment. 

There is a local team of volunteers based in Hawkshead who put these boxes

together in November, then they are delivered to needy children and families. If

you are interested more information and ideas for donations can be found at:

https://teams4u.com/shoebox-appeal/    Christine Batey 
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WI News
We meet every Thursday at 2pm via Zoom.  On the 2nd Thursday of the month

we hold a traditional WI meeting, starting with a rendition of Jerusalem.

Our June meeting began with a talk by Jennifer Hardisty about the founding of

Grasmere WI in 1919.  The Committee members then all gave a short talk about

themselves  -  where  they  were  born,  jobs,  family,  hobbies  etc.   Many  new

members  haven’t  yet  been  to a  real  life  meeting in the Village  Hall,  and  we

thought this was a good way to get to know each other.  It was very interesting!

We hope to have more members doing this in future meetings.

Our July meeting was a very special event.  Our main speaker was Karen Hanks,

Chairman of our Federation.  Originally Karen was coming to talk to us about her

involvement with Riding for the Disabled, but she likes to bring saddles and other

props,  so  for  our  rearranged online  talk Karen’s  subject  was  her  work as  an

Independent Custody Visitor at Barrow Police Station.  Most of us had no idea

what this was.  It sounds quite a challenging job!  Very interesting.

We were delighted to also welcome Olive Clark MBE, Honorary President of

CWFWI.  Olive was born in 1922, and joined the WI at the age of 18 during the

war.  Olive told us how , during her time as Federation Chairman in the 1970s,

her proudest achievement was campaigning for the mobile clinics testing women

for cervical cancer.  The test was new and was viewed with suspicion by some.

This campaign probably saved many lives. 

The  WI  motto  is  "Inspiring  Women",  and  Olive  and  Karen  are  both   truly

inspiring women.  After a lifetime of public speaking this was Olive’s first time

on Zoom (aged 98) She was wonderful!

On all other Thursdays we meet at 2pm on Zoom for a "Cheerful Chat" led by Jill

Morrison.  Members drop in to share ideas and stay connected.

As lockdown has eased, we are planning to restart our Grasmere Rambles on the

4th Thursday of the month.  We will meet at 2pm on Moss Parrock for a (socially

distanced)  walk followed by a stop off at a café for tea and cakes.  All being well

our next walk will be Thursday 27th August. 

Not all members are on Zoom or our WhatsApp group, but we send out regular

newsletters and information and try to keep in touch. 

Our  August  meeting  takes  place  on  Thursday  13th  August  at  2pm.   We’re

delighted  that  former  Grasmere  resident  Cecilia  Campbell  is  going to  be  our

speaker, beaming over from Sweden via Zoom.   Sue Dixon
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Grasmere Book Group

June’s book group met virtually via Zoom when the subject was Elizabeth von
Arnim’s  The Caravaners,  a classic novel from 1909 that has recently been
republished. A comic novel about an Edwardian caravan holiday in Kent by a
group of German aristocrats, it gave the group much-needed light relief. The
whole story is told from the point of view of Baron von Ottringel, a man who
lacks self-awareness and whose foibles and misunderstandings provide much
of the comedy. Many noted that there were some details of their time, not
least  the  national  stereotyping  and  feeling  of  European  conflict  that  had
uneasy parallels with today. Surprisingly one of the group had once taken a
journey in a similar horse-drawn wooden caravan and was able to attest to
the accuracy of some of the descriptions!    

In July our third virtual book group meeting took place. Members old and new
beamed in from near and far to discuss our summer read – AS Byatt’s novel
Possession, winner of the Booker prize in 1990. For another large book, it
met with a surprising level of admiration. Those who had in previous years
tried to lose their copy or fling it across the room gathered it up again with
more enthusiasm, falling for the mystery and rich storytelling. Although many
admitted to skipping some of the poems and academic portions, the overall
feeling was that the historical storyline rang true. In the present storyline, the
group were swept up in the novel’s settings and romantic puzzles.   

In August we’re scheduled to read Oyinkan Braithwaite's darkly comic  My
Sister, The Serial Killer (2018) and in September our book choice is Chilean
novel Alia Trabucco Zerán’s The Remainder (translated by Sophie Hughes in
2018).  Both months we will  be meeting virtually. If  you’d like to be on the
invite  list  for  the  book  group  meeting  then  do  send  an  email  to:
dr.will.smith@me.com.

A reminder,  all  book group books are  available from Sam Read’s at 10%
discount off the r.r.p.

Take care and enjoy whatever you’ll be reading this Summer!  Polly and Will

Grasmere Village Society
As the village emerges from lockdown it has been a shock to the system to find

the world and his wife descending on us.  However much we find this alarming at

times, we must remember that visitors are the lifeblood of the village and these

are mostly Lakes lovers who have been starved of our company for many months.

Sadly the virus has not gone away and we must all remain vigilant, with social
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distancing,  hand  washing  and  wearing  masks  when  appropriate  all  still  very

important.

Some very sad news since I wrote my last piece.  We have recently lost Tony

Lawrence,  who  died  in  July.  Tony was  a  stalwart  of  the  Village  Society  and

served  on  the  committee  for  many  years.   For  the  past  ten  years  he  was

membership secretary, until handing over the reins quite recently.  Tony carried

out his duties with quiet efficiency and contributed a great deal to committee.  His

sensible, no nonsense approach to many issues was an example to us all.  Tony

will be greatly missed and our condolences go to his wife Andrina and all the

family.

Our  present  membership  secretary,  Will  Clark,  is  feeling  quite  lonely  at  the

moment, as a number of members have not yet renewed their membership and

Will  would love to hear from you.   He would also like to welcome any new

members into the society for the princely sum of £1.

The Broadgate Meadow playground project is nearing completion.  The drainage

was put in at the end of June.  The equipment has been installed, safety checks

completed and turf laid.  Unfortunately, the additional funding required for the

drainage meant that there was not enough in the kitty to turf the whole area and so

some seeding has been done.  This will take a little longer to establish than turf,

but the grand (low key) opening is not far away.

If anybody has any issues to raise concerning the village please do not hesitate to

contact a member of the committee.  We are still working to maintain the fabric of

the village which includes keeping an eye on planning applications, bus shelters,

village seats, the Wordsworth fountain, invasive species and litter to name but a

few.  These may all seem quite mundane matters but the small parts make the

whole, which is the Grasmere village that we all love and are privileged to live in.

Nick McCraith (GVS Vice chair)

Allan Bank
It's good to see the village bustling with life again!    Unfortunately, Allan Bank 

gardens and grounds did not open in July as we had hoped. We hope to reopen 

carefully in time.

Please do not try and access the woodland while the property is closed as the 

paths are in need of maintenance.

For details of NT places which are open please visit  nationaltrust.org.uk

Stay safe,  Elaine Taylor
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Grasmere One-Way System
Cumbria Highways applied for funding from the Department for Transport for a 

temporary one-way system through Grasmere. The proposals were intended to 

enable pedestrians to safely distance while social distancing was officially 

recognised at 2m at the height of the pandemic. This was well intentioned and 

based on the worse case scenario that we thought we were facing at that point.

As the funding for this project wasn't agreed by Central Government until 

June 30th regrettably this didn't leave much time for discussion and consultation.  

It soon became apparent that there was much opposition to the proposals. 

Cumbria Highways have looked at all correspondence, the majority against the 

scheme, and have decided on balance not to proceed.

I have asked for signage to warn of pedestrians in the road and Highways are 

discussing if anything else can be done without inconveniencing local residents.

Unfortunately resources allocated to this scheme cannot be used in an alternative 

way. Will Clark  County Councillor for Lakes  015394-35070

Food Bank Update
It has been a relatively quiet period for the food bank and we are concerned that 

we may be missing a few of you. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need 

anything, even in the short term. 

As always kind donations ensured every request was met. Please continue to give 

what you can as little things really mean a lot!

We have a reciprocal agreement with Ambleside Parish Centre which enables us 

to exchange products. 

If you are unsure what to give we are short of washing powder, coffee (but not 

tea!), cleaning products, biscuits, crisps and snacks, squash, jam, ketchup or 

par-baked rolls. Sanitary products are now available free of charge both at the 

Co-op and Pharmacy for those in need, but anything else you wish to give from 

the Pharmacy is welcomed.  Thanks as always to the Co-op and Pharmacy for 

their continued support. 

If you are experiencing hardship or know anyone who might like a bit of help this

month please message Nicola, Will or Vicky or pop a phone number in the box in 

the Pharmacy.  All requests are managed in confidence.

Nicola Ablitt  07725 057153

Will Clark  015394-35070   07435 596596

Vicky Hughes  07960 590531
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CALENDAR

August 2020

2 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 8: Holy Communion

5 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's St. Oswald's day: Holy Communion

9 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 9: Holy Communion

11 Tue 15:00       Zoom Knit & Nat

12 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

13 Thu 14:00       Zoom WI

13 Thu 20:00       Zoom Book Group

16 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 10: Holy Communion

19 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

23 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 11: Holy Communion

25 Tue 15:00       Zoom Knit & Nat

30 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 12: Holy Communion

September 2020

2 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

6 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 13: Holy Communion

8 Tue 15:00       Zoom Knit & Nat

9 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

10 Thu 20:00       Zoom Book Group

13 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 14: Holy Communion

16 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

20 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 15: Holy Communion

22 Tue 15:00       Zoom Knit & Nat

23 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

27 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Harvest Thanksgiving: Communion

30 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion



My income has dropped due to coronavirus and I’m
struggling to keep up with all of my bills. I rent my
house from a private landlord and pay all the usual
bills - electricity, water, and Council Tax. How best
can I juggle them, and is there any help I can get
from the government? 

If  your  income  is  reduced  because  of  coronavirus,  you
should check whether you’re entitled to sick pay or benefits. You can check
your eligibility for both sick pay and benefits on the Citizens Advice website.  If
you’re already on existing benefits, these might also increase.

If you’re struggling to pay rent, talk to your landlord straight away. You should
explain  the  situation  and  could  ask  for  more  time  to  pay,  a  temporary
reduction in rent, or ask to catch up any missed payments by instalments. If
you contact South Lakes Citizens Advice an adviser can help you explain
things to your landlord. If you can’t come to an agreement with your landlord,
it’s a good idea to pay what you can afford and keep a record of what you
offered.

The government passed an emergency law which means landlords have to
give you three months notice to end certain tenancy types from 26 March.
The court service has suspended all possession action for 90 days from 27
March. This means that even if you have been served a notice for eviction it’s
unlikely it can be enforced during this time. You can find out more about what
to do if you’re being evicted for rent arrears on the Citizens Advice website.

If you already claim Housing Benefit, you should tell the council your income
has reduced. If you don’t claim it already, you might be entitled to help with
housing costs from the government. 

When it comes to your utilities, you should contact the provider as soon as
possible.  Depending  on  the  type  of  bill,  they  may  be  able  to  arrange  a

15.

October 2020

4 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Trinity 17: Holy Communion



payment  plan,  or  they may have schemes in place for people in financial
hardship. You should also talk to your local  council  - as your income has
changed you might be entitled to a council tax reduction.

If you’re struggling to pay multiple bills, it’s important to prioritise energy bills
and  council  tax  over  credit  card  bills.  This  is  because  the  immediate
consequences  of  not  paying  these  things  are  much  more  serious.  South
Lakes Citizens Advice can help you with this.

Free, confidential advice and help is available from South Lakes Citizens 
Advice on any aspect of debt, consumer problems, benefits, housing, 
employment or any other problems. 

South Lakes Citizens Advice is still delivering a service - Telephone 
and Digital Advice.

How to access:

Call 015394 46464 - this is being staffed from 9:30 – 2pm 

Adviceline: 03444 111 444

email advice via our website www.southlakescab.org.uk

Help to Claim (Universal Support): 0800 144 8 444

South Lakes Citizens Advice is a registered charity, No: 1118656 and company limited by 
guarantee, No: 6113551.   FRN: 617574

Grasmere Antique Fairs

The antique fairs are hoping to return to Grasmere Village Hall in September.  

One of our longest standing stallholders, selling vintage advertising, will be 

running the fair in future following our move away from the area. We hope you 

will continue to support the fairs.  Sue Hearn.
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The Village and the Virus

A View from your Editors

If you had to be in  a place during the virus Grasmere village was a great place
to be....

Firstly there was a quietness with very little traffic and no walkers or visitors.
We even did a little dance on middle of the main road; no traffic!

Suddenly life was totally different. Everyone had to stay at home except for
daily hour walk; possibly might just see friends or neighbours at distance.

Daily walks were so different. We repeated the same routes but there was time
to be see the progression of nature - trees coming into leaf, ducklings on the
lake. 

All non-essential shops were closed, the village looked so forlorn, it was so
quiet.  We realised how lonely it could be with being isolated if you lived in a
lonely town and no lovely neighbours to keep you going.

But every need was cared for, people found ways to help which each other.  

Very soon Nicola set up the help group that we were able to take advantage of,
with Simon, who was one of those shoppers, helping us keep safe.

The Chemist delivered medicines to the door.  God bless the Co-op. 

Then more delivery vans appeared, we got into alternatives when groceries
could be ordered and delivered to the door, there wasn't such a burden on our
lovely  shoppers.  We  discovered  different  things  we  never  knew.  Very
impressive and helpful. 

WI kept in touch with zooming and wonderful images emerged.  Singing with
Glee on Zoom.

Tents went up at the school to keep pupils safely spread.  

Jill made elegant face masks.

Now as I look out from my desk, the cars are here, the visitors are back with
us once more. Ah well....

A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL.

Kay Adkins
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CONTACTS

St Oswald’s Parish Church  
Church Stile, Grasmere LA22 9SW

Priest-in-charge: The Rev. David Wilmot
St. Mary's Vicarage, Ambleside Road, Windermere LA23 1BA
Tel: 07305 777113    email: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com  

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals - please contact David

Wardens: Mrs Sonia Rickman, Tel: 015394 35603
   email: sonia.rickman@yahoo.com  

Mrs Helen Bunfield

Treasurer: Mr John Rickman

Organist:  Mr Ian Hare MA MusB  017684 83886  ian.c.hare@outlook.com

Church Website:  stoswaldsgrasmere.uk

Other church contacts

Rydal St. Mary's Churchwarden  Pam Coates  015394 32449

Methodist Minister:  Deacon Maggie Patchett, 1 Applerigg, 
Patterdale Road, Windermere LA23 1EW  Tel: 015394 42971  

Email: deaconmaggie@slakesmethodist.org.uk.

Roman Catholic Priest: 
Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere, 
LA23 2EQ.  Tel: 015394 43402
Mass 9.30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Ambleside

Quaker - Friend In Residence: 
Terry Winterton.  Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale 
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel:  015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org

URC Minister:
The Revd.  Martyn Coe, Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY 
Tel: 01539 533223

Central Lakes Mission Community
Rev. Beverley Lock  33205  reverend.beverley@gmail.com
Rev. John Dixon   36301   jjcedixon@btinternet.com
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