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Wakey Wakey!
I think I can remember just one of the assemblies I attended at secondary school.
The reason it has stayed with me is because the local Vicar did the same one two
years in succession and he was quite mortified when I (gently) pointed this out!
He began with a catchphrase which many of us of a certain age will remember:
"Wakey Wakey!" These were the opening words to the Billy Cotton Band Show
from the 1960's. The Vicar's simple point was that Advent was a moment to wake
up to God and he illustrated this with a mixing bowl and a spoon and told us of
the old tradition of 'Stir up Sunday' (the last Sunday before Advent) where the
Christmas Pudding mixture was given a good stir.
Waking up and being stirred up. Neither of these are experiences we especially
covet or enjoy but this assembly taught me that these are key features of what it
means enter into Advent and Christmas in the fullest sense.
Another memory from my school days is being given the part of King Herod in
my primary school Nativity play. This experience has left me with a particular
interest in that side of the Christmas story in which the news of the Saviour's birth
was greeted by some at least, with incomprehension and alarm. I remember the
teacher telling me to stamp my feet and declare, "But I'm the only King in Israel!"
I've come to think that it's a bit of a shame that Herod is rarely seen in Nativity
Plays these days because, if nothing else, he actually makes quite a good
pantomime villain! The serious point, though, is that this softening of the
Christmas story unhelpfully allows us to sidestep the fundamental point that as
the light of the world Christ comes to dispel the darkness.
He comes as Saviour of an all-too wayward world; and it's Herod who represents
this darker and indispensable side of the Christmas story. The sweet baby in the
manger is also the Christ who is resisted, placed at arms-length or entirely
rejected because underneath it all he challenges our efforts to be king in our own
little world 'thank you very much…'
Among the people most alarmed at the coming of Christ were the religious; those
whom you would have thought would have relished his appearing. They were
sent scurrying off to their unread Bibles to find out what was going on.
None of us likes being woken up or stirred up but this experience is not only a
guide to what an authentic Advent and Christmas feel like. It also helps us
understand what it can feel like to be met by the living God; the Saviour of us all,
whose birth we prepare to celebrate. "O Come let us Adore Him!"
Every blessing and Happy Christmas. David
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WI News
Our speaker at our October Zoom meeting was Libby Dixon. She gave us a
fascinating talk about what Pilates is and how she came to be an instructor, then
she put us through our paces with a session of chair Pilates exercises- harder than
expected but very enjoyable.
In November we held our AGM followed by a talk by Frances Benton, The Pearl
Lady. Frances has talked to us and run pearl stringing workshops back in the
Tithe Barn days. This time she Zoomed from France where she now lives. 25
members attended our AGM and 15 more guests joined us for the talk. It was a
record turnout, very entertaining.
Our thanks go to Mary Bass who has retired as our treasurer after 16 years. She
was presented with a rose for her garden. Mary is staying on the Committee. We
are very grateful to Elaine Webster who now becomes our Treasurer. Thanks also
to Sonia Rickman for many invaluable years on the Committee. Sonia is stepping
down for now. Jane Caven was voted on to the committee. All other members
are continuing, with Jill Morrison as Secretary and Sue Dixon re-elected as
President.
Since early April we have met every Thursday at 2pm for a full meeting, a
Cheerful Chat or a Grasmere Ramble. In October Jill Morrison suggested
Ramblers might like to donate to the Children in Need appeal and £400 was
raised. Thanks everyone!
December events- all on Zoom apart from the Rambles.
Thursday 3rd December Cheerful Chats 2pm
Thursday 10th December 2pm Christmas Party. Sadly we won’t be enjoying
Christmas lunch at Tweedies but put on your glad rags, pour a glass of wine, pile
up the mince pies and join us for an afternoon of entertainment and fun.
Husbands, partners and friends welcome.
Thursday 17th December, 2pm, Moss Parrock , Grasmere Ramble, (if rules allowif not we’ll be Cheerfully Chatting on Zoom) (Please note change of date to 3rd
Thursday of month.)
The following two Thursdays are Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve, and we
won’t be meeting on those days, but we will hold a Christmas Cheerful Catch up
Chat on Tuesday 29 December at 2pm.
Our Federation plan for all WIs to contribute to a knitted Christmas Tree in
Kendal Parish Church has been cancelled. Having already started on this project
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we decided to go ahead with a Grasmere tree. Sharon Savasi has organised
contributions from Grasmere WI joined by Knit and Nat and other talented local
people to produce the tree which can be seen in the window of Grasmere
Pharmacy over the Christmas period. Thanks Sharon. Happy Christmas everyone!
In January we’re carrying on with the usual pattern of Cheerful Chats 1st and 3rd
Thursday, main meeting 2nd Thursday, Ramble 4th Thursday if allowed. Our
meeting on 14th January will discuss the Resolutions for the National WI
campaign in 2021.
Non members are welcome at our events , but why not Try the WI ?- £10.75 pays
for membership until the end of March. Contact any member for more
information. Sue Dixon

Knit and Nat
Knit and Nat will be holding zoom meetings on the second Tuesday in December
and the second and fourth Tuesday in January. Meetings start at 3pm. We are
happy to welcome anyone who would like to join in with our friendly chat and
crafting help. Let us know and we will include you in our log-in notification.
The completed Teams4U shoe boxes along with all the knitting and other
contributions were collected at the end of October and taken to Hawkshead
which is the nearest collection point for the project. We had all wondered how
they would manage this year with buying items for the shoeboxes as well as
getting together to pack the boxes up; we were pleased to hear that they had
managed very well indeed with a total 854 boxes ready to send. These are taken
to Wrexham from where they begin their long journey to bring a smile to
children’s faces in Eastern Europe.
We are pleased to have some new projects to keep us busy after the shoe boxes;
first we were asked to join forces with the WI in their project to create a knitted
Christmas tree to be displayed in the Pharmacy window. This was quickly
followed by a request for blankets for Furness General Hospital Maternity Unit .
If anyone would like to knit one of these blankets it’s very simple: double knitting
wool, size 7 (4.5mm) needles, cast on 80sts and knit for 20 inches (51cms). Any
pattern is acceptable. We will collect any completed blankets and get them to
the hospital. Christine Batey
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Is This Just One Day?
Back in April everywhere in Grasmere was very quiet, with virtually no road or sky
traffic. Other everyday sounds that had previously gone unnoticed seemed
somehow more pronounced. I began to make a series of recordings, of the birds in
the trees at Thorney How, of gurgling local streams, the crunch of the ground
under our feet on our regular daily walks, a gate clanging shut.
I also began playing our reception piano again and experimenting with musical
compositions incorporating the sounds from around Grasmere. One thing led to
another and I found myself producing a new commission for Aerial Festival along
with my daughter Emma. They were looking for sound works from artists with
deep bonds to Cumbria inspired by the Lakes in lockdown.
For this commission Emma has written five short pieces of poetry each for a
different part of the Lake District that has some personal meaning to our family
having lived here now for 25 years. I have written five musical compositions
around these poems and linked them together into a recording that can be heard
on the Aerial Festival website or on my Soundcloud website. Taylor Nuttall

During the stillness of the pandemic, hidden sounds of the Lake District
return. The crunch of solo footsteps along the lakeside, the delicate pillowing
of rainfall softening the edges of a dark day, and – somewhere in the trees –
the snap of a twig. A deer is disturbed. The birds scatter in a shrieking
squall.
Sound unites us with our living context… emplaces us. Use your headphones
to take in the elements of these soundscapes. Let notes trigger feelings, tones
take on their own textures and meaning and imagine yourself to be present
in the Lake District for one day.
But sound also marks out moments in time: the dawn chorus, songs from
when we were in love, or snow-quiet winter mornings. Revealing not only a
physical space, but also internal geographies of memory, time and meaning.
On your journey, listen for the quiet atop a mountain, for rhythms,
repetitions or overtures of legacy. Catch the irreversible beat of time, the
cadences of decay and the whispers of things forgotten, left unremembered.
Here are places both yearned for and enveloped by, where the past and
present coalesce across the landscape, overlapping, intertwining and
harmonising. Where the landscape begins to forge us, as we have forged the
land.
Emma Nuttall

https://aerialfestival.com/sounds-of-silence-2/
https://soundcloud.com/taylornuttall
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Grasmere School News
We’re having a good term. It’s very strange being in separate ‘bubbles’. One of
the joys of a small school is that everyone knows everyone. We’re also really
missing our school volunteers - it’s not the same without you! But we’re devising
new ways of being, which are still happy and productive. Our aim is to make
school as normal as possible for the children. This pandemic has been going on
for a large chunk of their lives, and we want to be very careful that we don’t
programme fear into them. “Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive, but to be
young was very heaven,” wrote Wordsworth. It doesn’t sound like 2020 Covid
lockdown, but it’s how life should be for our children.
We don’t want to lose our connections with our community. We’re posting lots
on Facebook about what we’re up to, and sharing special occasions there. For
example, we had a beautiful Remembrance Service at the village War Memorial.
Photos and a video of our year 6 brass superstar playing The Last Post are on the
School Facebook page.
Here’s our next offering: Nativity 2020: In a village near you...
What would the Christmas story be like if it happened this year? That is the
premise of our school ‘Nativity’ this year. It has been written by Years 5 & 6 with
Mrs Goode, and the final script is largely based on Hope Basham’s contributions.
Our Mary and Joseph live in an urban setting. Gabriel appears in their ordinary
life, in ways which are simultaneously timeless and modern. Mary’s pregnancy
unfortunately coincides with Covid 19, which alarms them both, and leads them
to travel to a rural area where they feel less at risk. Unfortunately, they arrive
just as lockdown is announced...
Grasmere is, of course, a kind and welcoming community. There may be no
room at the inn, but a barn is found. Various locals visit Mary, Joseph and their
new baby, to pay their respects, particularly after a host of angels appears to give
the good news.
Meanwhile.... wise astrophysicists are puzzling over an apparently new star.
They too come to Grasmere to discover what it is all about.
We have filmed the story, as we cannot perform a Nativity in Church this year. So
we have taken the opportunity to learn all about the differences between film
and stage. By the end of the process the oldest children were beginning to have
a good understanding of different camera angles, continuity concerns, the use of
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movements and subtle facial expressions. It’s been interesting to see how
embedded stage technique is in the children. The children now understand that
a film is made by repeating a scene again and again and again, from different
angles, and then cutting and sticking it back together in the best way to tell the
story.
The film is now in the ‘editing suite’, and will be released on the School Facebook
page in the last week of term, as our Christmas present to you all.
We are very grateful to the following for all their support with filming:
Carly Harding – Lakes Yoga
Dave Higson – brass band leader
Jeff Cowton and Wordsworth Grasmere for the use of The Jerwood Centre
Paul and Beth at Lake View Country House for the ‘Inn With No Rooms’
Sam Read Bookshop
Langdale & Ambleside Mountain Rescue for their cameo role, and for creating a
star
Katherine Beaumont of Meditating with Horses for her donkey replacement
service
Jane Hill for costumes
Becky Heaton Cooper for lending a workshop
The brass band: Una Aynsley, Lianne Brook Sanders, Katie Priddle
David Thompson for loaning straw bales.
I’m in awe of how much Peter Bland and Joanne Barnes put themselves out for
us. Having groups of children in your farmyard and fields day after day is not
easy, however self-disciplined the children are. Massive thanks to Peter and
Joanne, for clearing out a ‘stable’, allowing us to safely interact with friendly
cows and sheep, and taking on crucial acting roles with no preparation! We are
very grateful.
These things only work if you have a brilliant community, who contribute kindly
and with enthusiasm every time I ask for help for the children!
Jo Goode Headteacher
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Wordsworth Grasmere
Dove Cottage and our Café are currently closed during the lockdown period, but
we hope to open from Saturday 5th December through to the end of Sunday 20th
December. After Christmas, we will reopen on Sunday 27th December. We hope
that you will take advantage of the free entry for local residents and come and
enjoy the Wordsworths' home with us. Free residents' tickets can be booked on
our website.
Meanwhile, our online events continue and we are beginning to look ahead to
next year, so expect further announcements here and on our website and social
media.
In our new conversations with Disparate Romantics, we are inviting experts on
the Romantic era from all over the world to tell us all about the exciting things
they are up to. We will be exploring their thoughts on everything Wordsworthian,
from poetry and artefacts to nature and the modern world, as well as finding out
about their new books and research. On Thursday 3rd December Professor Saeko
Yoshikawa joins us to talk about her new book William Wordsworth and Modern
Travel, and the history of tourism in the Lake District. On Thursday 10th
December Professor Nick Mason will be discussing Wordsworth’s Guide to the
Lakes and editing an edition of Dorothy Wordsworth’s Lakeland writings with
Professors Paul Westover and Michelle Levy.
On Wednesday 20th January we are hosting a virtual poetry reading and open mic
with Louise Wallwein and Kim Moore. Louise will be reading from her
collection Glue, and the theme of the open mic is ‘what reading and books mean
and have meant to you’. This is the first in a series of monthly events.
Discover Poetry is a lively group hosted by poet Polly Atkin, and next meets on
Thursday 17th December and 21st January. Share your thoughts and ideas about
a selection of classic and contemporary poems inspired by the changing seasons –
as well as a wildcard poem reflecting on current events.
Dove Cottage Poets is an informal poetry-writing group that meets for
conversation, collaboration, and friendly critique. Meetings range from memberled sessions on a particular theme or technique to sharing poems that members
have written or enjoyed. They next meet on Thursday 3rd December.
All the above events are booked through our website, wordsworth.org.uk
All being well, we are also planning an in-person family Christmas workshop
on Tuesday 22nd December. We will be creating some beautiful Christmas
decorations for your home including pomanders and wreaths, and exploring what
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the Wordsworth family did to celebrate the festive season when they lived in
Dove Cottage. For more information and to book please contact our Education
team directly at education@wordsworth.org.uk
Hannah Catterall, Events Officer, Wordsworth Grasmere

Allan Bank
We hope to re-open Allan Bank with a booking system Fridays to Sundays
11.00am - 2.00pm from the 4th to the 20th December, and the grounds only for
six days in the week between Christmas and New Year.
The booking system will consist of half hourly slots. If not fully booked there
may be capacity for walk- ups. Depending on what restrictions are still in place,
we hope to re-open some of the rooms on the ground floor, showcasing the new
large scale portraits of Wordsworth, Coleridge and Rawnsley by Sarah Jackman,
but otherwise but it will be outdoors only. There will be a trailer in the grounds
selling hot drinks and snacks. There will be a simple garden trail for children.
For further detail about reopening please refer to our website:
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/allan-bank-and-grasmere

We look forward to welcoming you back. Elaine Taylor

The Times they are a-changing
We look out of our windows and what do we see? Our lakes, our village,
church and shops closed, fewer cars and visitors and no coaches.
But we are looking out for each other, helping and caring, singing online!
Where would we be without technology keeping us all together without
leaving our homes?
God Bless us all, hoping to be back to normal before too long, looking forward
to the School's online Nativity play!
Kay Adkins
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Grasmere Village Society
As the year nears an end we still find ourselves in the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic and in the middle of another lockdown. Face to face contact has again
become difficult but the promise of a vaccine gives us some hope for 2021.
The society AGM was successfully held via Zoom on October 20th with 40
members present. Vivienne Rees was elected as President and Nick McCraith
took her place as Chairman. The rest of the committee were re-elected en bloc
and a vote of thanks was given to them for all the hard work that goes on behind
the scenes. One of the advantages of Zoom is that location is no bar to
participation and we were delighted to be joined by one member in London and
another in Cape Town.
There was a short but moving ceremony at the war memorial on Remembrance
Sunday, organised at short notice by the Buffs. Word had spread and
approximately 60 villagers were in attendance, many of whom had not seen each
other for months. A wreath was laid on behalf of the society.
The committee’s November meeting was successfully held via Zoom and it looks
like the way forward for some months until we can resume normality after the
pandemic. It was agreed that a second picnic table and benches would be
purchased in the society’s name to go in the new playground.
Various jobs around the village are being done and I’m sure that many of you will
have noticed the disappearance of the unsightly and overgrown shrubbery
opposite Broadgate Meadow. This was removed by a working party under the
supervision of Alan Riley. Another tidying job is under way at the Pinfold. The
Wordsworth fountain has been cleaned and the water supply turned off for the
winter. The fountain, the cygnet bus shelter and the surrounding area have been
looked after for many years by Peter Coward. He is now having a well deserved
rest, thanks to him for all his hard work. An official litter pick was cancelled
when the second lockdown was announced but members are constantly doing
their own individual picks. I’m afraid that empty cans and plastic bottles
proliferate however vigilant we are.
The society’s finances are healthy at the moment and include a generous bequest
from the late Shelagh Griffin of Kelbarrow. If anybody has any ideas for projects
in or around the village please let a member of the committee know.
Finally, these are difficult times for us all and our mental health is under constant
pressure. Even a smile is hidden by a facemask. Please be kind and considerate
and reach out to anybody who you think might be struggling. A friendly voice,
even on the telephone, can lift one’s spirits. Nick McCraith (Chairman)
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Rushbearing and Long Stitch Tapestries
This time last year I was prophesying that the New Year would have 2020
vision!!!
What a year it has turned out to be; we have all developed new strategies and
skills, whilst staying safe and well. It was May before we decided that
Rushbearing 2020 would have to be virtual and online, but the Long Stitch
tapestries went ahead.
11 completed tapestries now framed reside in the Reception area at the
Wordsworth Trust. Those still to be finished are eagerly awaited to complete the
story to be used in 2021.
The Rushbearing committee will meet in the New Year to start the organisation
for Saturday 10th July 2021. We will need help with winding the official
bearings and training others to make their own. Please put the date in your
calendars and we hope the turnout will match the fabulous numbers of 2019.
But if the world is still in a state of pandemic, new ideas for Rushbearing will be
developed to keep continuity. Any thoughts on the subject would be welcome
for consideration
In the last magazine I told you about Jess Toft and her podcast about
Rushbearings; if you would like to hear it, this link should take you to it:
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1418203/episodes/5982862
It is customary to wish everyone all the joy that the season can bring, this year
more than ever, I send these wishes out. Happy Christmas everyone and may
2021 bring contentment and joy as well as health and prosperity to us all.
Thanks, Carrie Taylor

Village Hall
The Village Hall Trustees would like to thank Brian and Joseph Rollitt of
Grasmere Plant Hire and Robert Powell, Brimmerhead Farm for their kind
donation of time and use of machinery to further improve the hall car park.
Paul Mosey on behalf of the Village Hall Trustees
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CALENDAR
December 2020
3 Thu

14:00

Zoom

WI Cheerful chats

3 Thu

14:00

Zoom

Dove Cottage Poets

3 Thu

19:30

Zoom

Disparate Romantics: Yoshikawa

6 Sun

11:00

St. Oswald's

Advent Carol Service

8 Tue

15:00

Zoom

Knit & Nat

10 Thu 14:00

Zoom

WI virtual Christmas party

10 Thu 19:30

Zoom

Disparate Romantics: Nick Mason

13 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Advent 3: Holy Communion

17 Thu 14:00

Moss Parrock

Grasmere Ramble

17 Thu 19:30

Zoom

Discover Poetry

20 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Advent 4: Holy Communion

22 Tue 10:00

Wordsworth Trust

Christmas Crafts

22 Tue 14:00

Wordsworth Trust

Christmas Crafts

24 Thu 17:00

St. Oswald's

Crib Service

24 Thu 23:30

St. Oswald's

Midnight Mass

25 Fri

11:00

St. Oswald's

Christmas Day: Holy Communion

27 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Christmas 1: Holy Communion

29 Tue 14:00

Zoom

WI Cheerful chats

January 2021
3 Sun

11:00

St. Oswald's

Christmas 2: Holy Communion

6 Wed

10:00

St. Oswald's

Epiphany: Holy Communion

7 Thu

14:00

Zoom

WI Cheerful chats

10 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Epiphany 1: Holy Communion

12 Tue 15:00

Zoom

Knit & Nat

14 Thu 14:00

Zoom

WI main meeting

17 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Epiphany 2: Holy Communion
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20 Wed 19:30

Zoom

Poetry Reading

21 Thu 14:00

Zoom

WI Cheerful chats

21 Thu 19:30

Zoom

Discover Poetry

24 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Epiphany 3: Holy Communion

26 Tue 15:00

Zoom

Knit & Nat

28 Thu 14:00

Moss Parrock

Grasmere Ramble

31 Sun 11:00

St. Oswald's

Epiphany 4: Holy Communion

February 2021
7 Sun

11:00

St. Oswald's

2nd before Lent: Holy Communion

Please note, events in the Calendar are as planned at the time of going to
press. As you will be aware, things may change at short notice. Please
contact event organisers for the latest information.

Christmas Worship at St. Oswald's
At time of going to press we are still required to adhere to Government Guidance
regarding the spread of Covid 19 which has suspended gatherings for Worship.
Therefore, our plans for Worship over the Christmas period will inevitably have
to be made closer to the time.
Please note that the services proposed in the Calendar of this edition of the
Magazine are therefore provisional. Please keep an eye on St. Oswald's website:
www.stoswaldsgrasmere.uk, the Grasmere Community Facebook pages or
contact the Priest-in-Charge, David Wilmot in the ten days or so before
Christmas: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com (Tel: 07305 777113)
Thank you for your understanding.

David

Church Christmas flowers
With the problems of the virus this year we will not be able to decorate the
Church with cyclamens as usual. We will be using the red lanterns with candles
instead. Sonia Rickman Churchwarden

13.

I'd like some advice on keeping my energy bills
down please. I’m worried if I turn the heating up my
bills are going to go through the roof.
Fortunately, there’s lots you can do to keep bills down.
Firstly, see if you can get a better deal by changing your
energy supplier. As well as comparing prices, it’s a good idea to check the
customer service record of a company before switching. Citizens Advice has a
price comparison tool on our website, and our star rating assesses the customer
service records of the 40 biggest companies.
There are also little, everyday things that can help, such as making sure
televisions and other devices are switched off and not left on standby; washing
clothes on a lower temperature; and only filling the kettle with the water you need.
You’re right in another way about bills going through the roof - and the walls. One
way of cutting costs in the long term is to invest in good insulation - or ask your
landlord to do so.
If you are working from home and your pay is close to the national minimum
wage, the extra costs could be counted as a pay cut and bring you below the
legal level. Talk to your manager or HR, or your union rep if you have one.
Free, confidential advice and help is available from on any aspect of
debt, consumer problems, benefits, housing, employment or any other
problems.

South Lakes Citizens Advice is still delivering a service Telephone and Digital Advice.
How to access:
Call 015394 46464 - this is being staffed from 9:30 – 2.00pm
Adviceline: 03444 111444
email advice via our submission page on our website
www.southlakescab.org.uk
Help to Claim (Universal Support): 0800 144 8444
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CONTACTS
St Oswald’s Parish Church
Church Stile, Grasmere LA22 9SW
Priest-in-charge: The Rev. David Wilmot
St. Mary's Vicarage, Ambleside Road, Windermere LA23 1BA
Tel: 07305 777113 email: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals - please contact David
Wardens:

Mrs Sonia Rickman, Tel: 015394 35603
email: sonia.rickman@yahoo.com
Mrs Helen Bunfield

Treasurer:

Mr John Rickman

Organist: Mr Ian Hare MA MusB 017684 83886 ian.c.hare@outlook.com

Church Website: stoswaldsgrasmere.uk

Other church contacts
Rydal St. Mary's

Churchwarden Pam Coates 015394 32449

Methodist Minister: Deacon Maggie Patchett, 1 Applerigg,
Patterdale Road, Windermere LA23 1EW Tel: 015394 42971
Email: deaconmaggie@slakesmethodist.org.uk.
Roman Catholic Priest:
Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere,
LA23 2EQ. Tel: 015394 43402
Mass 9.30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Ambleside
Quaker - Friend In Residence:
Terry Winterton. Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel: 015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org
URC Minister:
The Revd. Martyn Coe, Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY
Tel: 01539 533223
Central Lakes Mission Community
Rev. Beverley Lock 33205 reverend.beverley@gmail.com
Rev. John Dixon 36301 jjcedixon@btinternet.com

