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Patient Trust
As Lent begins it's common for us to make the odd remark about what we'll

be giving up this year.  As you might expect, I'm all in favour of resolutions

like this if they are going to help us grow in faith.  Because this is the point:

the season of Lent takes its name from an old word meaning 'Spring'.  The

tone is very positive - it's all about growing and changing in the things of God.

However, it's well to remember that growth (certainly in the physical sense) is

something not entirely in our control; and this very thought gives us another

insight into how Lent might help us.  It may be that Lent for you will be about

'doing' or 'not doing' this that or the other.  But another way of getting to grips

with this season might be to spend your time getting in touch with what God

is doing within you. 

So, the task you might set yourself is to become more conscious and grateful

for what Pierre Teilhard De Chardin calls the 'Slow work of God' within you.

He puts it like this: 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 

to reach the end without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being on the way 

to something unknown, something new. 

And yet it is the law of progress that it is made by passing through 

some states of instability - and that it may take a very long time. 

And so I think it is with you. 

Your ideas mature gradually - let them grow, 

let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 

Don't try to force them on, as though you could be today what time 

(that is to say, grace and circumstances 

acting on your own good will) will make of you tomorrow. 

Only God could say what this new spirit 

gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 

in suspense and incomplete.

And (I might add) "a work in progress... "   Every Blessing,

David
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THROUGH LENT Together 2020

“Our only desire and our one choice should be this: I want and I choose what 

better leads to the deepening of God's life in me”.  St. Ignatius of Loyola, 

from the beginning of the Spiritual Exercises

The word LENT comes from an ancient word meaning 'Spring'. This season of 

the year is given to us as a springtime for our faith - an opportunity to 

consider prayerfully how we may become more open to the good work which

God has begun within us.

At the Ash Wednesday Service, we are given the following charge: “Brothers 

and sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with great 

devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for 

this by a season of penitence and fasting. By carefully keeping these days, 

Christians take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of 

forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to 

our Lord. I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 

observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 

fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word.”

As we begin to think about the special ways we might enter into the Lenten 

season you may wish to consider the following which are available this year.

Ash Wednesday (26th February)   

Beginning Lent Together in Worship at St. Oswald's

10.00am Holy Communion (with the imposition of Ashes)                   

7.00pm Holy Communion (with the imposition of Ashes)                   

Who is this Jesus?

Sundays at 4.00pm during Lent

This was the question on everyone's lips….. 

and many today still wonder why He is so captivating. 

On each of the Sundays in Lent at 4.00pm we shall hold a short service of 

evening prayer with an opportunity to get to know him better through the 

pages of Mark's Gospel. No previous knowledge required! /continued

3.



This is “God for Beginners” with a few surprises along the way…

We'll meet at St. Oswald's on March 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th and April 5th, 

Tea and Cakes included. To help with the catering please sign the sheet at 

Church or have a word with David. 

Tel: 07305 777 113     E-mail: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com

Quiet Day at Rydal Hall (7th March. 10.00am- 4.00pm)

Re-engaging with Word and Sacrament through the Gospel of John. 

Theme: 'Learning to be your people once again'

The day is led by David (Chaplain at Rydal Hall) and is free of charge but 

booking required. Contact Rydal Hall (015394 32050). For lunch you are 

invited to visit the Tea Shop or bring a packed lunch.

Holy Communion

Beginning on Wednesday 11th March and on Wednesdays throughout Lent 

we shall hold a service of Holy Communion  at 10.00am (followed by a cup of 

Coffee/Tea). You will be very welcome. 

Holy Communion at Home

If you would like to host a simple communion service in your home one 

morning or afternoon during Lent and invite members of the congregation 

and neighbours to join in - David will be happy to arrange something with 

you. Tel: 07305 777 113   E-mail: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com

THROUGH LENT 1 to 1:  

David is offering to accompany a few people through this important season in

the church's year. Beginning a new discipline or making new resolutions can 

sometimes be quite difficult and it can help to have someone alongside to 

encourage and guide us - even if it's only with a fellow sufferer! 

The commitment required would be to take out a short time each day for 

prayer and reflection (guidance would be given) and to meet once a week 

with David for short while to reflect on how things have been going. We 

would also undertake to be present at the Ash Wednesday Service and the 

significant moments during Holy Week. Do give this some thought and 
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perhaps have a chat with David if you think this might be for you. 

Tel: 07305 777113    E-mail: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com

Annual Meeting - Revision of the Electoral Roll

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 15th March 

after Morning Worship, in church. Do come along and hear about all that has 

been going on in the life of our Parish Church during the past year and of our 

plans for the future. Copies of the Minutes of last year's meeting, the Reports 

and Agenda will be available at Church on the preceding Sunday. 

All persons whose names are entered upon the Church Electoral Roll of the 

parish are entitled to vote at the meeting. 

The Annual Review of the Church Electoral Roll will take place during 

February. If you would like your name to be added to the Electoral Roll, 

please complete one of the forms available in the in Church and return it to the

Churchwardens or Priest-in-Charge, no later than 9th Feb.

It is not necessary to re-register if you were on the Electoral Roll last year.

Music Notes
Choosing hymns is  a  task  which I  share  with  the  Vicar,  and can be  both

interesting  and  challenging.  A balance  has  to  be  struck  between  what  is

appropriate to the season of the Church’s year and what will be known and

appreciated. Suggestions are always welcome, preferably in writing, whether

on a slip of paper or in an email (ian.c.hare@outlook.com).

Music at Grasmere will be resuming activities shortly, and there will be an

Annual General Meeting on Sunday 23rd February (Handel’s birthday) after

the morning service,  to which all  are welcome. There are some interesting

plans in the pipeline, and an opportunity to become involved by joining the

committee.

There will  be numerous events this year to mark the 250th anniversary of

Wordsworth’s  birth  in  1770,  and  on  Saturday  21st  March  in  Carlisle

Cathedral,  Cumbria Rural  Choirs  will  perform a concert  of settings of  his

poems by Finzi,  Will  Todd,  Tamsin  Jones  and  myself.  Further  details  are

available at their website: cumbria-rural-choirs.org.uk or from 01768 894404. 

Ian Hare
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Grasmere Fellowship
Another season is drawing to a close and we must begin to think of the next. 

We would welcome suggestions of speakers or topics that you would like to 

hear.

Remaining events this year:

February 6th Jennifer Cormack  “Attracting Overseas Visitors to the 

Lakes”. Jennifer works for Windermere Lake Cruises and is responsible for 

selling the Lakes worldwide.

February 20th David Richardson “Jane Austen 200 and still counting”. 

David will be a familiar face to many of you as he has taken many services in 

Grasmere. As a member of the Jane Austen Society and an expert on the 

author he should give us a fascinating talk.

March 5th Rebecca Costello “ A new garden for Allan Bank”. Rebecca is 

the gardener at Allan Bank where exciting plans are being prepared for the 

garden development. Rebecca would like to make this an interactive session 

and would like to hear your thoughts and any memories of the gardens or 

gardeners at Allan Bank.

March 19th AGM. We have no official speaker at the moment but someone 

will fill the gap. We wanted to give the members a little more time to give 

their thoughts on the Fellowship this year, including the length of the AGM!

No charge for the AGM where catering is a Jacob’s Join. Guests are welcome 

at all the other meetings at a cost of £2. All meetings will be at 2.30 in the 

Village Hall.

David Dodgson

Allan Bank

2020 is a year of anniversaries! 

On the 28th May we will mark the centenary of National Trust founder Canon

Hardwicke  Rawnsley  with  an  event  at  the  Village  Hall  to  launch  a  new

publication by his  great-granddaughter Dr. Rosalind Rawnsley and Michael

Allen. Tickets for this event will shortly be available to book online.

As a reader of Wordsworth,  Rawnsley enacted his hero’s vision that the Lake

District should be, “a sort of national property for everyman  who has an eye

6.



to perceive and a heart to enjoy” by establishing the National Trust for places

of historic interest and natural beauty.

To celebrate  the  250th Anniversary  of  Wordsworth’s  birth  and Rawnsley’s

centenary there will be a new art installation at Allan Bank by Sarah Jackman.

Allan Bank will celebrate World Book Day on the 5th March.  We will also be

relaunching our Mountaineering Library Collection.

Recruitment:  We are seeking volunteers to help welcome visitors to Allan

Bank  and  support  our  activities.   We’re  recruiting  for  Butler’s  Pantry

Welcome Volunteers  and Activities  Support  Volunteers.  For  further  details

please contact allanbank@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Opening Times:  Allan Bank  will be open for half term from the 15th Feb.

The property will be open seven days a week from 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.  for

much of the year. For further details  of our opening hours and admission

prices for the house and grounds please visit our website.  

Elaine Taylor

From the Registers

Baptisms 2019
7th July Matilde-Mei Burton

14th July Penelope May Sharp

29th December Matilda Irene Riley

Marriages 2019
27th April David Holmes & Hannah Wilson

18th May Thomas Hall & Claire Keeling

15th June Christopher Bridle & Natalie Johnson

22nd June Andrew Robinson & Sarah Frost

28th June Andrew Stoyles & Sara Frost

1st December Jacob Gatley & Shonagh Keddie

Funerals 2019
7th January Joy Magennis

12th April Audrey Ellwood

8th June Wendy Leech

28th August Enid Joan Acheson (Interment of Ashes)

23rd December Mary Bower
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WI News
We met at Tweedies Lodge in December for our Christmas lunch. We began

with a minute’s silence in memory of our friend, Mary Bower. 

Mary had been a member of Grasmere WI for over 60 years. She was a past

President, Treasurer and Secretary, and only retired as a committee member at

the end of 2018. None of us have known Grasmere WI without Mary there to

help,  encourage,  support  and  advise  us.  The  WI’s  motto  is  “Inspiring

Women”. Mary was an inspiration to us all, and we will miss her.

We  enjoyed an excellent  Christmas lunch,  rounded off  by delightful  carol

singing from the children of Grasmere School.  Thanks to all  the staff and

children - it was lovely!

In January Sarah Anderson gave us an illustrated talk about her work with Fix

the Fells and Mountain Rescue.  She is the only woman on the Fix the Fells

Team, doing a wonderful job. There are photos on our Facebook page.

On 30th January we have Spa Taster Day at the Wordsworth Hotel, and on the

31st a group are going to a Celebration Concert in Kendal Parish Church to

mark the start of our Federation’s Centenary year.  A busy month!

Our  next  meeting  is  Thursday  13th  February  in  the  Village  Hall,  when

Charlotte Windle will talk about the work of St Mary’s Hospice.

On March 12th we will have a short meeting at 2pm during our annual Gather

Day for the Air Ambulance in St Oswald’s - details page 16. 

Visitors are welcome at our February meeting (£5). No charge in March -

come along for a chat and a coffee.

We have welcomed several new members this year. If you are interested in

joining us, why not come along for a free taster meeting in February?

Sue Dixon

Knit and Nat 

As this is our first Parish Magazine contribution for the New Year (and new

decade) I  would like to express our thanks to the Reading Room for their

continued support of the group, allowing us to use the room for Knit and Nat

at  a  minimal  cost  for  the  past  five  years.  We  are  very  grateful  for  the

generosity  of  the  people  who  give  us  knitting  wool.  We  have  received  a
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significant  amount  of  wool  from  Mary’s  son,  so  are  well  set  up  for  our

charitable knitting for this  year.  We will  need to work hard to produce as

much knitting for the shoe boxes as Mary used to each year but we will do

our best. Our group has not only 'lost' a good friend but a knowledgeable

crafter and excellent ginger biscuit baker!

Ann Dixon was able to tell us that the Hawkshead branch of the Teams4U

shoebox appeal contributed 1,390 shoe boxes; this is an incredible amount

for such a small place. Looking at the website, the charity distributed 64,000

shoeboxes to vulnerable children and groups in Eastern Europe and Africa.

Anyone interested can view distribution details and a video at:

https://teams4u.com/.

Finally, I am pleased to be able to tell you we have exceeded our target for

daffodils,  we have  them all  safely  boxed and ready  for  a  display  in  April.

Thank you to everyone who has helped with this project.

For the next two months our meetings will be on Tuesdays February 11th and

25th and March  10th and 24th (the second and fourth Tuesdays). We meet

in the Reading Room from 2pm until 4pm and everyone is welcome. 

Christine Batey 

Update on the Long-stitch tapestries:  Commemorating Wordsworth's 250th

anniversary, honouring traditions and laying down an appropriate legacy for

the  future  I  am pleased to  say we have  five  on the  go,  all  of  which will

become Rushbearings  this  July.  These  bearings  will  need minimal  winding

and decoration.  An example of long stitch completed by Mary Bower will be

on display at Knit and Nat sessions should you want to see one. Fancy being

part of this?  Please contact me.  Carrie Taylor 

Special Birthday thanks
Thank you to all the kind people in Grasmere who sent me cards and best

wishes for my birthday. Thank you for all the donations to Marie Curie which

came to £370.

Last but not least thank you to the W.I. who gave me a tea party and a lovely 

birthday cake.  It was a birthday to remember!!!  Joan Lagoe
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Events at the Wordsworth Trust
There’s a chill in the air and a scattering of snow on the tops, but we’re 

looking toward spring as we prepare to reopen for Wordsworth’s 250th 

birthday! Look out for a preview of our new brand on the back cover of this 

issue.

On 15th February we will be Discovering the Lake District 200 Years Ago 

with three talks. Tony Mehew will explore the publications made for tourists 

to the Lakes from 1750 onwards. Which places were the most popular then, 

and how do they compare to today? David Turner will take a detailed look at 

the manuscripts that people wrote documenting their travels through the 

region, such as Reverend Pering’s 1808 tour of the Lakes. Finally, Dr Cecilia 

Powell will talk about her work finding images to accompany the new edition 

of the essay that became Wordsworth’s Guide to the Lakes, which paints a 

picture of the area as he experienced it two centuries ago.

Due to popular demand, Grasmere History Group will be repeating the 

launch event for their book Grasmere: A History in 55½ Buildings on Tuesday

4th February. Anyone who was not able to attend to the launch on 4th January 

is very welcome, and refreshments will be provided. Please RSVP by emailing

enquiries@wordsworth.org.uk.

On 1st February it is the 2019 Poetry Business Competition Winners’ 

Reading, featuring poets Hilary Menos, Nick On, Emma Simon and Jenny 

King. A selection of their poetry pamphlets will be on sale (cash only) from 

the Poetry Business at the event.

We are also delighted to welcome our Poet in Residence for February, Anna 

Selby. A poet and naturalist, Anna’s writing explores our relationship with 

water and the natural world. She will be living and working in Grasmere 

through the month, and will give an evening poetry reading on 26th February.

To hail the reopening of Dove Cottage this spring, and as part of a yearlong 

celebration of the poet's 250th birthday, we are partnering with Stagecoach 

bring poetry to the people. On Thursday 19th March poets Kim Moore and 

Clare Shaw climb aboard the 555 and 599 buses to perform their own work, as

well as sharing some of Wordsworth's words. The timetable of performances 

for The Poetry Bus can be found on our website.

During the February half-term we will be running events for families in our 

new Learning Space. Family Yoga on 18th February is led by Carly Harding 
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from Lakes Yoga and includes games, stories, partner poses and relaxation for 

adults and children aged 5-11 years. Rucksack of Rhymes: Celebration on 

19th February uses songs, toys and crafts to celebrate Wordsworth’s birthday 

year, and is perfect for children aged 0-5. 

Our regular groups will continue to meet as usual: Grasmere History Group 

on 3rd March; Dove Cottage Poets on 6th February and 5th March, and 

Discover Poetry with Polly Atkin on 20th February and 19th March. Pamela 

Woof continues her Finishing The Prelude series of literature classes, taking 

place on 5th February, 4th March and 1st April.

Printing with Light, a cyanotype workshop with local artist Kim Tillyer on 

14th March, is sold out. 

To find out more about any of these events take a look at our brochure or visit 

www.wordsworth.org.uk to book online. We advise pre-booking all events, 

even the free ones. 

Hannah Catterall, Events Officer, Wordsworth Trust

Dementia Friends
Too many people affected by dementia feel that society fails to understand

the condition they live with. Dementia Friends help by raising awareness and

understanding, so that people living with dementia can continue to live in the

way they want.

As  Dementia  Champion  at  the  Wordsworth  Trust,  I  will  be  delivering

awareness  sessions  designed  by  the  Alzheimer's  Society.   The  informal

sessions with discussions and activities are expected to last 60 mins. At the

end of the session you can decide whether to become a Dementia Friend. 

Please  book  ahead  by  calling  the  Trust  on  015394 35544  or  online  at

dementiafriends.org.uk.

Friday 21st February, 1.30 – 2.30pm  

Friday 20th March, 1.30 – 2.30pm  

Blaise Catley   Outreach Trainee   The Wordsworth Trust
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Grasmere Book Group
The final book group of 2019 looked at selected short stories by EM Forster.
Forster used to holiday in Grasmere in the early part of the twentieth-century
and notably described the village as ‘Romantic yet manageable’ in his 1924
novel A Passage to India. The stories were surprising for their fantastic, sci-fi
qualities. ‘The Machine Stops,’ published in 1909, predicts video calls across
the  globe  and  a  dystopian destruction  of  the  natural  world  whilst  in  ‘The
Celestial  Omnibus’ a small boy in Surbiton discovers a regular coach to a
literary afterlife. We were slightly concerned that we might all fall under the
sway  of  magical  creatures,  particularly  fauns  or  satyrs,  as  these  stories,
particularly ‘The Curate’s Friend’ seemed to make it a plausible consequence
of everyday conversation or spending too much time in the woods. 

Our  January  meeting  showed  no  signs  that  our  members  had  become
supernatural figures, although some regular members were unable to attend.
Presuming their suggestions to be unaffected, we have gathered a tempting
list of books to read in 2020:

Feb 13th – Brian Bilston, Diary of a Somebody (2019)

Mar 12th – David Nott, War Doctor (2018)

Apr 9th – Richard Powers, The Overstory (2018)

May 14th – Sara Collins, The Confessions of Frannie Langton (2019)

Jun 11th – Elizabeth von Arnim, The Caravaners (1909)

Jul 9th – AS Byatt, Possession (1990)

Aug 13th  – Oyinkan Braithwaite, My Sister, the Serial Killer (2018)

Sep 10th – Alia Trabucco Zerán, The Remainder trans Sophie Hughes
(2018)

Oct 8th – Isabel Greenberg, Glass Town (2020)

Nov 12th – Stephen Fry, Mythos: The Greek Myths Retold (2017)  

Dec 10th – Erling Kagge, Silence: In The Age Of Noise (2017)

The  next  meeting  will  be  at  8pm  on  Thursday  February  13th  at  the
Wordsworth Trust’s Learning Centre when we’ll be discussing Brian Bilston’s
Costa-shortlisted comic debut novel Diary of a Somebody (2019). 

The group is informal and if you’ve not been before then do consider coming
along, or passing these details to friends. All are welcome! 

Brian Bilston is also appearing in Grasmere on the evening of Saturday 8th
February (7.30pm at Emma’s Dell) and at the time of writing there are still
spaces left. If anyone fancies seeing the fantastically funny poet and novelist,
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the event is free but numbers are limited so spaces should be booked by
either contacting Sam Read’s (35374) or booking online.

We look forward to another year of bookish conversation!  
Polly and Will

Grasmere Village Society
Another  year  begins:  new challenges,  new aspirations  and

new  achievements.   Speaking  of  the  latter,  huge

congratulations  to  our  chairman,  Vivienne  Rees,  who  has

been awarded The British Empire Medal for services to the

community.  The  GVS  has  only  been  a  small  part  of

Vivienne’s  involvement  in  all  things  local,  but  she  has

worked tirelessly for the good of Grasmere and the locality.

Our planning guru, Paul Truelove, has recently uncovered a beauty.  Lowther

Estates  have  applied  for  a  Certificate  of  Lawfulness  to  site  up  to  ten

houseboats on Grasmere.  A full scale campaign has been launched to oppose

this, as I’m sure that you will be aware.  Please get involved and have your

say.  Every voice counts.

The  new playground is  taking shape  but  delays  due  to  inclement  weather

(normal for Grasmere!) and a two week lay off during the holidays means that

completion will be towards the end of January.  An official opening is planned

for the half term break during February and this will allow time for new turf

and other frills to “bed in”.  I think that the end result will be worth waiting

for!

The annual dinner on 19th March is fast approaching. I hope that you will be

able to attend.  Perhaps invite some guests or organise a table.  It is always a

most enjoyable evening and The Daffodil have done us proud in past years.

The  next  meeting of the committee is  on Tuesday 25th  February,  and the

AGM, at the village hall, is on 2nd April.

Nick McCraith (GVS Vice Chair)
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CALENDAR

February 2020

1 Sat 12:00 WT Learning Space Poetry Writing Workshop

1 Sat 14:00 Jerwood Centre Poetry Business Winners

2 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Candlemas - Holy Communion

3 Mon 18:30 Ambleside College Lecture - Kurt Schwitters

4 Tue 19:30 WT Learning Space History Group

5 Wed 14:15 Jerwood Centre Finishing The Prelude

6 Thu 14:30 WT Learning Space Dove Cottage Poets

6 Thu 14:30 Village Hall Fellowship

8 Sat 12:00 St. Oswald's Wedding

8 Sat 19:30 Emma's Dell Brian Bilston

9 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Epiphany 5 - Holy Communion

11 Tue 14:00 Reading Room Knit & Nat

12 Wed 18:00 Ambleside College Seminar - Scholar Activist

13 Thu 14:00 Village Hall WI

13 Thu 20:00 WT Learning Space Book Group

15 Sat 14:15 Jerwood Centre Lake District 200 years ago

16 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Epiphany 6 - Holy Communion

18 Tue 14:00 WT Learning Space Family Yoga

19 Wed 10:30 WT Learning Space Rucksack of Rhymes

20 Thu 13:00 St. Oswald's Wedding

20 Thu 14:30 Village Hall Fellowship

20 Thu 19:30 WT Learning Space Discover Poetry

21 Fri 13:30 Wordsworth Trust Dementia Friends

23 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Epiphany 7 - Holy Communion

23 Sun 12:30 St. Oswald's Music at Grasmere AGM

25 Tue GVS Committee
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25 Tue 14:00 Reading Room Knit & Nat

26 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Ash Wednesday - Holy Communion

26 Wed 19:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

26 Wed 19:30 Jerwood Centre Anna Selby Poetry Reading

March 2020

1 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Lent 1 - Holy Communion

1 Sun 16:00 St. Oswald's Evening Prayer

2 Mon 18:30 Ambleside College Lecture - Norman Nicholson

3 Tue 19:30 Jerwood Centre History Group

4 Wed 14:15 Jerwood Centre Finishing The Prelude

5 Thu 14:30 WT Learning Space Dove Cottage Poets

5 Thu 14:30 Village Hall Fellowship

7 Sat 10:00 Rydal Hall Quiet day

8 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Lent 2 - Holy Communion

8 Sun 14:30 Ambleside College Melvyn Bragg talk

8 Sun 16:00 St. Oswald's Evening Prayer

10 Tue 14:00 Reading Room Knit & Nat

11 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

12 Thu 9:30 St. Oswald's WI Air Ambulance Gather Day

12 Thu 20:00 WT Learning Space Book Group

14 Sat 10:00 WT Learning Space Printing with Light

15 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Lent 3 - Holy Communion

15 Sun 12:15 St. Oswald's Annual Parochial Church Meeting

15 Sun 16:00 St. Oswald's Evening Prayer

18 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

19 Thu Daffodil Hotel GVS Annual Dinner

19 Thu 09:45 Stagecoach buses The Poetry Bus

19 Thu 14:30 Village Hall Fellowship AGM

19 Thu 19:30 WT Learning Space Discover Poetry



WI GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE GATHER

St Oswald's Church   Thursday 12th March  9.30am – 3.00pm

Grasmere WI will be GATHERING Clean and re-usable Clothing, Bed

Linen, Blankets, Towels, Curtains, Shoes in pairs, Belts & Handbags.

Also welcome, in a separately labelled bag, Mobile Phones, Empty Printer

Ink Cartridges, Books, DVDs & CDs 

GNAA bags available from the back of Church, Grasmere Co-op & Ann. 

Refreshments, cake stall, tombola etc 

all proceeds going to support the GNAA.

Contact:  Ann Fawthrop.  35305
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20 Fri 13:30 Wordsworth Trust Dementia Friends

21 Sat 19:30 Carlisle Cathedral Cumbria Rural Choirs concert

22 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Mothering Sunday - Holy Communion

22 Sun 16:00 St. Oswald's Evening Prayer

24 Tue 14:00 Reading Room Knit & Nat

25 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's The Annunciation - Holy Communion

29 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Lent 5 - Holy Communion

29 Sun 16:00 St. Oswald's Evening Prayer

April 2020

1 Wed 10:00 St. Oswald's Holy Communion

1 Wed 14:15 Jerwood Centre Finishing The Prelude

2 Thu Village Hall GVS AGM

5 Sun 11:00 St. Oswald's Palm Sunday - Passion Reading



University of Cumbria - Ambleside Campus

Open Public Lectures 

Negotiating a Cultural Landscape : Writers and Artists in the Lakes 

Dr. Martyn Hudson from Northumbria University and Jackie Haynes explore

Kurt Schwitters and his Cultural Landscapes.

Mon 3 February 6.30pm – 7.30pm      Percival Lecture Theatre

'And  the  Rock  is  Alive  in  Our  Bone’:  History  and  Geology  in  Norman

Nicholson’s Prose and Poetry of the Cumbrian Coast.

Prof. Andrew Gibson, University of London.

Mon 2 March 6.30pm – 9.30pm Percival Lecture Theatre

Professoriate Lecture Series

Achieving Impact from Real World Research: the Rise of Scholar Activist

This  seminar  will  argue  for  researchers  to  become  scholar  activists  and

practical steps to be bolder as a researcher.

Professor Kaz Stuart, Director, Centre of Research for Health and Society.

Wed 12 February 6.00pm – 7.30pm Percival Lecture Theatre

The above events are free but please book a place so that we have an idea

of numbers:  visit cumbria.ac.uk or call 015394 30274

Melvyn Bragg:   'Writing about Cumbria'

The University of Cumbria is pleased to announce that the presenter and 

author, Lord Bragg, will be giving a talk at Ambleside Campus on 

Sunday 8th March at 2.30 pm. 

The focus of his talk will be 'Writing about Cumbria'.

Lord Bragg is known as the presenter of ITV's South Bank Show and BBC 

Radio 4's 'In Our Time'.  His writing includes a number of novels set in 

Cumbria.  His new book deals with his experiences growing up in Wigton.

Tickets: £5 at:   https://tinyurl.com/melvyn-bragg-ambleside

Marie Wright / Glenys Taylor  Ambleside Gateway Campus

17.



ROTAS FOR ST.OSWALD'S CHURCH

Food Bank Update
Thank you lovely Grasmere people for your generosity during the Christmas 

period.  An amazing £40 was left in the pharmacy and we are grateful to 

whoever that came from. This will make a big difference to people’s lives.

If you are experiencing hardship or know anyone who might like a bit of help 

this month please contact Will Clark 35070 or 07435 596596, or 

Vicky Hughes 07960 590531, or leave a phone number in the Pharmacy.

Thanks as always to the Co-op and Pharmacy for their continued support.

Will Clark

18.

Sidesmen / women Coffee Elements

2nd Feb Helen Bunfield Pat Taylor

9th Feb Pat Taylor Ann Fawthrop

16th Feb Ann Fawthrop Pat Taylor

23rd Feb Helen Bunfield John Rickman

1st Mar June Maddison Ann Fawthrop

8th Mar Shirley Hill John Rickman

15th Mar Helen Bunfield Pat Taylor

22nd Mar June Maddison John Rickman

29th Mar Pat Taylor Ann Fawthrop

5th Apr Ann Fawthrop John Rickman

David Dodgson

John Rickman

June Maddison

Kay Adkins

John Rickman

Trevor Eastes

Ann Fawthrop

Pat Taylor

David Dodgson

John Rickman

June Maddison

Kay Adkins

John Rickman

Trevor Eastes

Ann Fawthrop

Pat Taylor

David Dodgson

John Rickman

June Maddison

Kay Adkins



I  live  with  my two children  and  partner  in  a
small house and the fuel bills go through the
roof in winter. Do you have any tips on how we
can keep the cost of energy down? 

There are a few things you can do to save money on winter fuel. When

your energy contract is due to expire, use “energy compare” on the 

Citizens Advice website to see if you could save money by switching 

supplier or tariff.

If you're on a prepayment meter you could save money by changing to 

a regular meter. Most suppliers won’t charge you for removing a 

prepayment meter, though many will run a credit check or ask you for a

deposit.

Use a timer for your heating, lower your thermostat and use radiator 

valve controls. Changing light bulbs to energy-efficient ones could save

£50 over the lifetime of each bulb. Turning appliances off standby 

mode saves around £30 a year. Seal cracks in floors and skirting 

boards, and add draft excluders to letterboxes, doors and windows.

You may be eligible for certain grants for energy efficiency 

improvements, or for benefits, including help with energy debts. 

Contact Citizens Advice if you need help with this.

Free,  confidential  advice  and  help  is  available  from  South  Lakes
Citizens Advice on any aspect of debt, consumer problems, benefits,
housing,  employment  or  any other  problems.  We can give  detailed
advice over the phone – telephone 03444 111444. For email see our
website:  www.southlakescab.org.uk .We have various outlets across
South Lakeland if an appointment is required. For Money Advice and
for on-going enquiries please call 015394 46464. 

South Lakes Citizens Advice is a registered charity, No: 1118656 and company limited by
guarantee, No: 6113551.   FRN: 617574
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I  am  renting  and  have  an  assured  shorthold
tenancy.  I  have  been  falling  behind  with  the
rent for a few months. I  am working full  time
but  my  wages  aren’t  enough.  I  am  worried
about losing my home. What can I do?  

Take action quickly – your landlord can evict you for non-payment of 

rent, but they have to serve you with an eviction notice and go to court 

first. Contact them and explain why you're struggling. Check that you 

both agree exactly how much you owe. Try to get them to agree to a 

payment plan for the arrears, so you can pay them off gradually. The 

plan should be written down and signed by the landlord.

To make a realistic plan, and to continue paying your rent so you don't 

lose your home, create a budget by adding up your essential living 

costs and take these away from your income. Use the Citizens Advice 

budgeting tool and benefits calculator to see if you can increase your 

income. Try to find cheaper deals on your energy, phone and 

broadband. 

If the landlord won't agree a plan, or serves you with an eviction notice,

get advice urgently.  If you do get evicted, ask the council for help. For 

help with your budget, negotiating a rent payment plan, or eviction 

advice contact South Lakes Citizens Advice on 03444 111444.

Free,  confidential  advice  and  help  is  available  from  South  Lakes
Citizens Advice on any aspect of debt, consumer problems, benefits,
housing,  employment  or  any other  problems.  We can give  detailed
advice over the phone – telephone 03444 111444. For email see our
website:  www.southlakescab.org.uk .We have various outlets across
South Lakeland if an appointment is required. For Money Advice and
for on-going enquiries please call 015394 46464. 

South Lakes Citizens Advice is a registered charity, No: 1118656 and company limited by
guarantee, No: 6113551.   FRN: 617574

20.



Home at Grasmere

Embrace me then, ye hills, and close me in;

Now in the clear and open day I feel 

Your guardianship, I take it to my heart —

’Tis like the solemn shelter of the night.

But I would call thee beautiful, for mild 

And soft and gay and beautiful thou art,

Dear valley, having in thy face a smile,

Though peaceful, full of gladness. Thou art pleased, 

Pleased with thy crags and woody steeps, thy lake, 

Its one green island and its winding shores,

The multitude of little rocky hills,

Thy church and cottages of mountain stone - 

Clustered like stars, some few, but single most,

And lurking dimly in their shy retreats,

Or glancing at each other chearful looks,

Like separated stars with clouds between.

From "Home at Grasmere" by William Wordsworth, 1800.  This poem, never 

published during his lifetime, was written shortly after the Wordsworth's 

arrival at Dove Cottage in 1799, which was recreated by Lancaster University 

last December.  The description of the cottages on the hillsides reminds us of 

the Grasmere houses in the History Group's much celebrated recent book. Eds



CONTACTS

St Oswald’s Parish Church  
Church Stile, Grasmere LA22 9SW

Priest-in-charge: The Rev. David Wilmot
St. Mary's Vicarage, Ambleside Road, Windermere LA23 1BA
Tel: 07305 777113    email: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com  

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals - please contact David

Wardens: Mrs Sonia Rickman, Tel: 015394 35603
   email: sonia.rickman@yahoo.com  

Mrs Helen Bunfield

Treasurer: Mr John Rickman

Organist:  Mr Ian Hare MA MusB  017684 83886  ian.c.hare@outlook.com

Church Website:  stoswaldsgrasmere.uk

Other church contacts

Rydal St. Mary's Churchwarden  Pam Coates  015394 32449

Methodist Minister:  Deacon Maggie Patchett, 1 Applerigg, 
Patterdale Road, Windermere LA23 1EW  Tel: 015394 42971  

Email: deaconmaggie@slakesmethodist.org.uk.

Roman Catholic Priest: 
Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere, 
LA23 2EQ.  Tel: 015394 43402
Mass 9.30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Ambleside

Quaker - Friend In Residence: 
Terry Winterton.  Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale 
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel:  015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org

URC Minister:
The Revd.  Martyn Coe, Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY 
Tel: 01539 533223

Central Lakes Mission Community
Rev. Beverley Lock  33205  reverend.beverley@gmail.com
Rev. John Dixon   36301   jjcedixon@btinternet.com




