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Comings and Goings

One of our much-loved Psalms poetically talks alibatLord's providence and
care in all our '‘comings and goings'. We're tolthe' Lord will keep your going
out and your coming in from this time on and foemewore" (Psalm 121).

| wonder whether the current restrictions on oamimgs and goings' might give
these words a greater significance just now.

I'm also reminded of how Jesus refers to himselfially poetically, as the 'gate’
for the sheep. Just as the shepherd, in the coottelnger and of sheep stealing,
would overnight protectively lie across the enteo€ the sheep fold, and in the
morning call the sheep out of the fold and leadrtlreto new pasture, so, THIS is
the kind of relationship he wants US to have witmHn short,

He cares for us...

He wants us to recognise his voice....

He wants us to follow him into fullness of life.

So, what I'd like us think about is how these piesuof comings and goings under
the care of the Lord might prove helpful to us. &sglly as some have noted,
coming out of what's been called 'lockdown' is gagsno small degree of

anxiety.

Some years ago, | met a man who was in the halpaio$ing to pray whenever
he put his shoes on in the morning. The very adyiofy his shoelaces was, for
him, a little ritual. He made a point of pausingpt@y about where he expected
these shoes to take him that day. He took an appitytto pray for those places,
for the people that he would meet and to ask feiLibrd to guide his footsteps.

In the same way (since we're much out of practiesd days), | wonder whether
as we get into the habit of using the door a littlere frequently, we might find
ourselves pausing to pray whenever we turn theladaodyo out?

In days past we may have been used to passinggthrihis 'gateway’ to the

outside world whenever we felt like it. We've bdee to respond to all manner
of voices from within and without; whether impulsdssires or expectations, and
simply to go wherever and whenever we want.

But | wonder whether the restrictions of recent kgemight be an invitation to
think again about the voices we're listening tazonder also whether we might
get into the habit of pausing at the door, so asotwsciously place ourselves in
the presence of Jesus?

This, | would suggest, is one way of receivingrsmise to "keep our going out
and our coming in from this time on and for everelof think it's also a way of
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asking him to make what someone called, "all oumgg graces".

That is, as we go, we go through Christ (the gateps to bring his light and
blessing to those whom we meet.

My continuing prayers for you and your loved onasall your ‘comings and
goings'. Every blessing,David

St. Oswald's Church

As you will be aware, gathering for Worship at@swald's has been suspended
for the time being following Government advice. ¢ed, access to the building
has been severely restricted. Our thanks to thbsehave been keeping an eye
on things. As an aside, it's lovely to see the Wdders growing in the unmown
churchyard!

We hope to receive further guidance about re-ogginithe coming weeks. See
the Church websites for further information agiives.

St. Oswald's On-Line:

A short Sunday Reflection is posted on our YoutGbhannel each week. We hope
you find it helpful:

Other resources
During June, the Radio 4 morning service will reflen the following themes:

Struggling:

15/06 How are you? (1 Samuel: 1 9-17)

16/06 Loneliness (Psalm 25: 16-21)

17/06 God in our struggles (Genesis 32 22-30)
19/06 The divided self (Romans 7:15-25)

Refocusing:
22/06 Time well spent (Luke 10:38-42)
23/06 Switching focus (Psalm 40: 1-3, 5)
24/06 Eat Rest Sleep (1 Kings 19: 1-9)
26/06 Peace of God (Philippians 4:4-9
/continued



I can recommend the Church of England Website:
'‘Access Daily Services online'. Their range of ssgigns and resources for
sustaining faith is growing daily.

Useful Apps to help with prayer:
Daily Prayer from the CofE:

If there is any way | which | can offer assistancesupport in the coming weeks
(or if you simply want a chat) please do get inctau David

Tel: 07305 777113 E-mail: rev.grasmererydal@hotmbcom

For your Prayers

Please join me in continuing to pray for the PazeBtaff and Governors of our
School, with gratitude for all that is being dome dur young people and for the
safekeeping of them all.

Pray for our shops and other businesses in our Gontyngiving thanks for their
contribution to our common life, and that those wdre struggling might find
their feet again in the coming months.

Do also give thanks to those maintaining our healtth other essential services
and for the many acts of kindness and support stowre vulnerable among us.

Prayer for those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



For the Day

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples,
‘I am with you always'.

Be with me today, as | offer myself to you.
Hear my prayers for others and for myself,
and keep me in your care.

Christ be with me, Christ within me,

Christ behind me, Christ before me,

Christ beside me, Christ to win me,

Christ to comfort and restore me.

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,

Christ in hearts of all that love me,

Christ in mouth of friend and strangefrom St Patrick’s Breastplate

O gracious and holy Father,

give us wisdom to perceive you,
diligence to seek you,

patience to wait for you,

eyes to behold you,

a heart to meditate upon you,

and a life to proclaim you,

through the power of the spirit

of Jesus Christ our Lord. St Benedict



Remembering

How did it happen
That it came upon us?
Were we asleep
Before all this fuss?

Everything cancelled,
Diaries blacked-out,
Concerts and meetings
Holidays — there’s now't.

Families together

E’en the Palace is banned,
Old films on the telly

The weather is grand.

Each day we go walking
Or rather | do,

For L has a scooter

So | run along too.

Everyone’s thoughtful

Need anything? Alright?
Kindness and friendship
New people smile bright.

They're usually working
Or don’t venture out.
We stand in a circle

No need to shout.

But will we remember

When all this is past
Goodwill, laughs and helping
When again we move fast.

We may just recall it
And think back and smile,
That when we were locked down
We were kinder awhile.
Melissa Harwood



Rushbearing 2020 is still on - virtually!
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WI News

As the last magazine went to press all future mgsthad been called off due to
Covid-19. However, | had been invited to a Zoom tinge a new experience
which | enjoyed, so | began to wonder if Grasmeré¢ d&buld hold Zoom
meetings.

Our April 9th meeting had been scheduled to talecelat Dove Cottage. |
contacted Jeff Cowton to see how he felt about mime® meeting. He was
enthusiastic, and even offered to give us an ittetd talk about the
"Reimagining Wordsworth" project.

That's was all the encouragement we needed. Weriexgreted with a WI
Committee meeting on Zoom on 2nd April, which wentich better than
expected! Louise Sykes volunteered to contadwalimembers to set them up on
Zoom. Practice sessions were held. Thanks Louiselveek later nearly 30
people came along to our online meeting at the ¥odth Trust.

At the end of the meeting Jeff showed us lettesmfchildren in El Paso, Texas.
They had been part of a Wordsworth project andwaditen moving accounts of
their thoughts. Several of us volunteered to wrdek to them and Grasmere WI
letters and poems have been winging their way adtasAtlantic.

In addition to our monthly meetings we get togethierZoom every Thursday at
2pm for a "Cheerful Chat", led by Jill Morrison. Wdly about 20 people drop in
for an hour or so, to talk about a weekly theme tndhare ideas and tips. We
plan to keep weekly meetings going for the foresksefuture.

Jane Caven suggested at one of our weekly chats/éheould make a record of
how we felt during the lockdown. The same day T&fivton sent round an email
to the History Group suggesting the same thingne Jsas been collecting our
experiences and liasing with Jeff on this. It's tb@efascinating experience. Jane
is one of our new members who hasn’t yet met alloin person, but it's worked
really well. Our contributions will be part of thértual Museum hosted by the
Wordsworth Trust.

Our May meeting saw Lilian Simmonds talk to us be topic "Wordsworth,

Words, Wellbeing and Wuhan." At the end of the taéifle aim was to produce a
collaborative poem. Lilian is Senior Hospice Nuvgéh Hospice at Home West
Cumbria, and she has found poetry workshops a ulefpcess for people
dealing with difficult times.

She asked us three questions:



What uncomfortable feelings do you have about Gd@dand why do
you have that feeling?

What positive feelings and why?

What is one thing you might do or feel differentien this is over?

We emailed our answers to Lilian and she put ooughts together in very
moving poem titled "Coronacoaster". We hope thigrpowill appear on the
Virtual Museum for everyone to read.

Louise has also set up a WI WhatsApp group whickeiy lively, keeping us
informed and entertained every day!

Our regular monthly meetings will continue onlin@n June 11th our topic will
be "Self Portraits". We will be asking about 15mhers to talk for about 3
minutes about themselves, as we’ve realised therss of interesting stories to
share.

During April and May eight new members have joinsd We haven't been able
to meet together in real life, but we've been mgkiew friends online.

Some of our members are not involved in our Zoowh \AfihatsApp groups, but
all receive our regular emails, and we are alsoimgaise the good old fashioned
telephone to keep in touch with everyone.

The motto of the WI is "Inspiring Women" We've Ioeld we’ve inspired other
village groups to get together via Zoom. Other lodds have also been
encouraged by our example to set up online meetingag this time. Grasmere
W1 leading the way!Sue Dixon (President)
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Grasmere History Group
| wrote recently about an idea to create a recbfdrasmere life through a series
of ‘things’ and the personal meanings they holdu®as individuals.

The idea is to create a museum of such ‘thingsllftbe a photo of a real object
e.g. bottle of cleaning fluid; a place e.g. an gngatr park or a sound e.g. the
clanging of a gate) — and that attached to eaafhgthoes a story which
describes why it speaks to us of the lockdown peitowill most likely be a
meaning which we couldn’t have imagined ourselvatmg just a few weeks
ago. It speaks specifically of this very moment.

One sight that strikes me every time | see itéspghssing of an empty 555 bus.
So | have photographed one and written a few seaseabout how it shocks me
in the same way as the sight of empty fields duFingt and Mouth in 2001. We
don’t have to write much — just enough to captheedssence.

| am creating a website of images of these ‘thingath linked to the story they
illustrate. | have greatly enjoyed reading thesieey really do speak of this
moment, and will do again if we can read them year’s time. The website

1G.



address will be sent to the History Group contatthen it goes live. We will be
creating a fascinating record for people to reagkiars to come.

Please do share this idea with people outside a$§iGBere — we could create a
separate online exhibition for non-Grasmeriansleff Cowton

An empty car park

White Moss Common lies at the southern end of Geasnparish. William
Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy loved the areamlfortunate to live at White
Moss House, bought by Wordsworth for his son, Wiili 1827. The Wordsworth
family lived at White Moss until the 1930s, a timénen there were only two
buses a day and very few cars on the A591 road;High the house is located.

As a child in the 1950s | remember family outingsni my home in Lancashire
to White Moss for walks and picnics. At the timerd was only space to park
two cars in the car park.

In recent years the car park at White Moss hasrelgzh enormously. On sunny
days hundreds of people park to enjoy the beautiikks to Grasmere beach, to
climb Loughrigg Fell, or to walk around Rydal Wat&tany of the paths have
been rebuilt to allow access by wheelchairs anti pbairs.

On a Bank Holiday weekend the car park is usuallly fo overflowing.
Sometimes cars queue to find a space.

Friday 8th May 2020 was the 75th Anniversary of WRy. The usual Mayday
holiday was moved to the VE weekend. The weathes bemutiful- dry, warm
and sunny. The White Moss Car Park was empty. Vieallabeen told to "Stay
Home, Save Lives, Protect the NHS" because of thedcl9 Pandemic. The
road outside my house was very, very quiet. Pgbatolled the car park and
stopped cars and motorbikes that they suspectdhwedlling to the Lakes on
"non essential business", something the governhehbanned.

| took photographs of the empty car park, and
while doing so chatted to police in a patrol van.
Moments later they set off with lights flashing to
check on a passing pair of people on motorbikes.

The A591 is the main road though the lakes. It can

be very busy and noisy to live near. The weekend

was very quiet. Whilst is it lovely to sit in my
garden and hear the birds, | am really looking fodhvto a time when the road is
busy again, the car park is full, and Covid-1uit a memory.Sue Dixon
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Wordsworth 250 Postscript

It is now fifty years since the bi-centennial featiin Grasmere for the birthday
of William Wordsworth. | remember this enjoyablesatso very well as | was on
holiday at The Rectory during the celebrations @7A. My uncle, the Canon
R.C. Tait, was very involved with its planning.1850 he had also been an active
organiser of the centennial events for the poetsidin 1850.

A commemorative service was held in St. Oswaldiserg one of the lessons was
read by Wordsworth’s great-great grandson therdichard Wordsworth. He
had forgotten to bring his reading glasses. My @ineghs much amused when he
had to ask the Bishop of Ripon if he could borragvgair!

Later in that week he presented his wonderful sblmwv about his ancestor’s life
and works, 'The Bliss Of Solitude' a tour-de-fofemm that late fine actor who
possessed such a memorable voice. The tribute Med Wwith the Laureate’s
poetry, his sister Dorothy’s Journals and dynainiks that traced the poet’s life.

Richard went on to found The Wordsworth Summer 8Sthand became a
resident whose directorial work in The Grasmereyé&ta took the already high
standards they held to an even more prominent.level

It was those same players who presented Wordswootie and only play 'The
Borderers' in the Village Hall during that week.iSlwas an ambitious ‘World
premiere’ as the play, written between 1795-97, wegexcted by the management
of the Covent Garden Theatre as being "impossi#eit should succeed in the
representation”.

The company made the most worthy attempt to prbeentwrong. It had songs
and music especially composed for the productiofMbyReginald Griffiths, the
fine church organist, a talented local music teage conducted the musicians.

I thoroughly enjoyed and applauded the productian ®adly the national
newspaper critics thought much the same as thoBey@érs earlier! They did
however give these accomplished amateurs much epfais their bold and
professional attempt to make the play workavid Owen-Bell

David is nephew of the late Canon Tait, Rector @sBere 1945-73.
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Grasmere Village Society

When | wrote the GVS report for the last magazidiéien | said the coronavirus
crisis was a rapidly evolving situation. Littleddirealise that things would spiral
so quickly into a nightmare of total lockdown, tesfsthousands of deaths and a
wrecked economy.

Of course our health and wellbeing are the mosbmat things and the village
has been coping well. A support network of frietasl neighbours, a sensible
adherence to recommended actions and movementshearkahowledge that this
will pass have sustained us.

The Grasmere Covid Help group is an excellent sowt local help and
initiatives, and the Co-op and Pharmacy have beémtiowers of strength.

Although lockdown is gradually being lifted we @ eery long way from a return
to normal and there are no plans yet to set datethé AGM or annual dinner.
Committee meetings are also cancelled at preskfany thanks to Will Clark
who has circulated two newsletters with helpfubmmfiation and advice.

The Broadgate Meadow playground project has beenhald during the
pandemic, but SLDC plan to commence drainage wbtkeaend of June. This
will take 2-3 weeks to complete and then the playgd contractors will return to
finish the turf laying and other finishing touch&mgers crossed.

The society would like to welcome new members amtt@eme back members
who have not yet renewed their subscriptions. Rleagntact membership
secretary Will Clark.Nick McCraith (GVS Vice-Chair)
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Grasmere Sports and Show 2020 cancelled.

After careful consideration the Directors of Grasmee Sports have sadly made
the decision to cancel the 2020 Sports.

This would have been the 170th Show, a regulartesreoe 1868 and unbroken
except for two periods, the First and Second Wdréds.

We kept trying to be optimistic as we know thisiiday enjoyed by competitors,
exhibitors and everyone who makes this day thetdt/en) but with current
regulations and guidelines we feel unable to haldfa and enjoyable event.

We have already started planning 8amday 29th August 2021Please put the
date in your diary and we look forward to welcomymy to the Sports field then.
Christine Shaw Director

Food Bank Update
Thank you lovely Grasmere people for your contingederosity and thoughtful
donations of food and funds through the recenpgest uncertainty.

We are pleased Nicola Ablitt has joined the teachiaralready making a massive
difference, shopping, delivering and cooking, gm @b her efforts running the
Covid19 volunteer group.

Your donations ensured every request was met wgdmarous parcel in the last
month including some cooked goodies (Thanks Carrie!

Please continue to give what you can as littleghireally mean a lot! We are
short of coffee (but not teal!), cleaning produbtscuits, crisps and snacks,
squash, jam, ketchup and par-baked rolls.

Sanitary products are now available free of charga at the Coop and
14.



Pharmacy for those in need but anything else yah % give is welcomed.

If you are experiencing hardship or know anyone wiight need help please
message Nicola, Will or Vicky or pop a phone numhbehe box in the
Pharmacy.

Nicola Ablitt 07725057153
Will Clark 015394-35070/07435596596
Vicky Hughes 07960590531

Grasmere Covid-19 Community Support Group

The Editors, being of advanced years, are amonggetiaalvised to self-isolate.
We contacted the Group, and Nicola had no hesitdtiarranging help. We are
impressed how Grasmere has come together in thysawd are truly grateful for
their enthusiastic support.

%

To contact the Group, call Nicola on 07725 057153
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New Biography of Beatrix Potter

The Real Beatrix Potteby Nadia Cohen is a
fascinating new biography of a beloved childrenthar
whose books have enchanted generations of readers.

Beatrix Potter's famous little white books have
enchanted generations of young readers who adoeed t
characters she created and of course her ownalisén
illustrations.

Since Victorian convention considered educatints ¢or be pointless, Beatrix
learnt about the anatomy of animals by sneakingitimo the nursery of
their Kensington mansion, where she gassed andatiessthem herself.

She defied her socially ambitious parents by adogpter publisher's offer of
marriage, but he tragically died just a month later

A trailblazing feminist, she fled to the Lake Distrand bought her own farm
without any financial help from a man - a scandsalthung to do at the time.

She built up a property empire, buying dozens whfaand swathes of land
to protect it from the onslaught of ruthless depels looking to exploit the
new found popularity of the Lake District.

Defying convention did not marry until she was #r,too late for her to
have children of her own, and so she left all hepprty and over 4000 acres
of land to the National Trust, a newly establishkdrity she supported from
its infancy.

The Real Beatrix Potters the latest in a series of in-depth biographigdNadia
Cohen about apparently whimsical children's stadets whose lives hid a
darker side behind the public facade. Others in #eeies includeThe
Extraordinary Life of AA Milne, The Real Roald DanldThe Real Enid Blyton.

White Owl Books, April 2020, 978 152 675275 8 RERI.99
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CONTACTS

St Oswald’s Parish Church
Church Stile, Grasmere LA22 9SW

Priest-in-charge: The Rev. David Wilmot
St. Mary's Vicarage, Ambleside Road, Windermere LA23 1BA
Tel: 07305 777113 email: rev.grasmererydal@hotmail.com

Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals - please contact David

Wardens: Mrs Sonia Rickman, Tel: 015394 35603
email: sonia.rickman@yahoo.com

Mrs Helen Bunfield
Treasurer: Mr John Rickman
Organist: Mr lan Hare MA MusB 017684 83886 ian.c.hare@outlook.com
Church Website: stoswaldsgrasmere.uk

Other church contacts
Rydal St. Mary's Churchwarden Pam Coates 015394 32449

Methodist Minister : Deacon Maggie Patchett, 1 Applerigg,
Patterdale Road, Windermere LA23 1EW Tel: 015394 42971
Email: deaconmaggie@slakesmethodist.org.uk.

Roman Catholic Priest:

Father Kevan Dorgan, Our Lady’s Church, Lake Road, Windermere,
LA23 2EQ. Tel: 015394 43402

Mass 9.30am every Sunday at Mater Amabilis, Amblesi  de

Quaker - Friend In Residence:
Terry Winterton. Glenthorne Quaker Centre & Guest House, Easedale
Rd, LA22 9QH Tel: 015394 35389 email; info@glenthorne.org

URC Minister:
The Revd. Martyn Coe, Carver Church, Windermere, LA23 2BY
Tel: 01539 533223

Central Lakes Mission Community
Rev. Beverley Lock 33205 reverend.beverley@gmail.com
Rev. John Dixon 36301 jjcedixon@btinternet.com
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